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RIGHT WAY 
TO PEACE: 
E. OR, 
GOOD COVNSELEL 
FOR IT. 


Preached upon the 15. day of the 
ſccond moneth 1632. at the ceconcis 
liation of ccrtaine brethren, be- 
tween whom there had bin 
former differences. 


| By lohn Canne Paſtour of the An- 
cient Engliſh Churchuat 
Amſterdam. 


__ 2 Chron.1.10. 
Give me now Wiſedome and knowledge, 
wat 1 may goe out, and coms 1n before thit 
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ſ AMLleſſed are the peace-makers : forthey 
W fhalibe called the children of Gid. 662 
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To all the Churches of the Saints, 


ſpecially to the flock over the which 
the Holy Ghoft hath made me 
Over. lecer. 


Grace, mercy, and peace be 
multiplied in Chiift 


__Teſus. 
Brethren : 
\E AG Anifold and very dange- 


{ f\) 7045 (your all knoW) are 
Y the great attempts which 
PD Satan daily uſeth ts hin= 
\ V1 Þ der our comfortable courſe 

£1 & inthe way of the Goſpel. 

| eAndſurely, unleſſe that 

we put on the whole armour of God,and Eph.6.rry | 
keepe Well our ſpiritual! watch, he Will doe 
14h harm unto us, Now among ſundry 


A 2 obey 


s I ee ee - - 
Han. 
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TheE piſtle Dedicatorie. 
other meanswherby he ſeeketh our miſery this 
one chiefely, even home-bred warres, and 
diſſentions among brethren, It is yery 
feldome Where he getteth once a place for this 


thing, but the loſſe and damage is marvel- 
louſly great, that there followeth wpon the 


ſame, The proverbe among ſouldiers , ts, 


Make diviſion, and get dominion. The 
devill is an old ſouldier, and Well doth know, 
that a ready way to bring a Whole ſociety (as 
it were) into hiz hands, is to ſet the mem- 
bers of it at variance each with other. But 
to ſtay the godly minded from all ations of 
this kinde, I have publiſhed this ſmall trea- 
riſe for them : Wherein they ſhall ſee A right 
way to peace, and receive good counſell 
for it. Jt way perhaps be thought a ſtrange 
thing by ſomezthat good counlel for peace 
Fhould be given by me unto others,ſeeing that 
the ſame among our ſelyes hath much beene 
wanting 4 long time. It muſt bee confeſſea, 
that ſome perſons for theſe many yeares haye 
made too much ſtrife and ſinfull contention 
among #6, and this to us 15 jubt cauſe of hu- 
miliation all the daics of our lives. For alas, 
the enzmy herein hath ſeene our manifold 
weakneſſes, and publiſhed them all to the* 

world, 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory: | 


World, unto our ſhame, ſorrow, and infamie, 
the Lord give u4 hearts to bee tenderly affes 
Fred with it, and forgive the ſame unto us 
for his Sonnes ſake : yet not'withſianding we 
ſhould net ſo be looked upon, as if this had 
 beene our caſe alone, for conſider even the 
firſt and beft reformed (hurches planted by 
the Apoſtles themſelves, and behold diflen- 


tion, (candall , ſtrife, and bitino one of "PPT 


GE. 
another, Two Munarcd yeares after Chriſt, x7. 


Lord what 4 commotion and great ado there 1 Cor, It. 


was berwixt the e:/t & weſt Churches (as ny ; 
they are called) Wh:n Viltor Biſhop of Rome Gas. 
excommunicated the churches ws «Alta , for 

not keeping the Jewiſh feaſt , of Eaſter at 

the ſame time with the church of Kome. The 

exiled Engliſh (hurch at Franckford in 
Omeene eMaiies time,had in it ſuch ſtrife 

and miſerable. diſſention , as th:t one bro- 

ther accuſed another of treaſon to the Mas 


_ giſtrats,; yea they came unto. ſuch au e.c- 


4 "—_— 


treame violence as their paſtor mater Knox 
for feare of trouble Was conſtrained to leave 
the place. I uſe not theſe examples to ju- 
ſtifie tn the leaFt one corruption by another, 
but to ſbew , that ſo long as the Church con- 
fſteth of mortall men there will ſometimes 


5. 
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fall out and ariſe many troubles among 


4 them. But by the gracious aſſiſtance of our 


God for the future time , We ſhall take much 


» Foun better heed to our Waics , and adorne our 


holy profeſſton by an humble , mecke , and 


peaceable converſation, ſo that , violence 


| : - 
| @&fa,60.rt, ſhall no more be heard in our land, wa=- 


ſting nor deſtruction within our border, 
but all even from the leaſt to the greatef#t , 
; wull (1 hope) mutuallie endeavour each 
others building np in the knowledge and 
feare of God. 
end therefore , my deſire 1s , that there 
| way not be taken at our former differences, 
ſuch an offence by any as therby to be hinde- 


red from the embracing thelove of the truth, 


| - but let Gods houſe and his ordinances bee 


deare unto every mans ſoule , and let them 
labour to feele the comfort and power of the. 
fame; The Lord doth knowe my hearts de- 
fire, and prayer for my brethren according ts 


| , the fleſh is , that they may be ſaved turning 


i from darkneſſe to light , and from idols to 


Ty ſerve the living and true God , andah 
\&Þ that they Would be perſwaded , to breaks 

aſunder the bonds of iniquitie , make way 
RE | for Religion andrighteonſnes > and ow 
| : Yn Fe 


is 886.4 ti. Es... Mo. es. a. 4. 2. 


The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 
their feet in the Lords ſanituarie.” "There 
is no ſinne in the eye" of God mort hatefiill 
vhet idolatrie , for as aman-will beare With 
mnch fromardneſſe , and unkindneſſe in his 
wife, but will not indure hereat any hand to 
commit whoredome , ſo God will beare with . 

many fins in men, but he can not indure ido- 

latrie, ſpirituall whoredome, and adulteric, 
this ſeldome eſcapeth ſome [encible and 


Viſible puniſhment. © And hens it is that 


the Scriptures doe pive unto idols , the name 


Gnatſabim ſorrowes ', and Boſheth Pſal.16.4. 
& 115.4, 
er-LL, I; 


ſhame, denoting the miſery, and great evill 
Which will certainlie fall on all ſuch perſons : 
as doe ſubmit unto them , mu$t the whore 
be burnt , Babel likea wiiſtone be caſt * 
into the bottome of the ſea , io that no 
footſtep, no velick, no remnant of her re- 
maine ? how then durſt any plead for her, 
much leſſe have communion With her in 
any of her filthineſſe and ahominations. 
AMaryell not that I am thus earneft with 
them, alas how can I choſe, the love of God 
conſtraineth me, eAud truly.it greives my 
very ſoule tothinke of the great number 
which are enlightened, and im their own con- 
Serences convinced of the truth , yet never- 
ES A 4 ths 
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chap, 13.4 


-The Epiſtle Dedicatorie? 
theleſe doeabide in darknefle;routh the 


_uncleane thing, and beare the marke of * 


the beaſt viſibly -on their forcheads 1- let 
ove ſpeake unto theſe. in the words. of ag, 
ther han, Expergiſcitmini vos eleQi, &c; 


to flic' away, yec have lycn too [long in 
the beds of Sodoine, a ihuwre of brim- 
flone will fall by and by : unlgile yee de- 
part ye cannot be ſafe,..obcy the Spirir, 
who would haye you bee warned by his 
ſacred Reyclation : why doe yee hang 


_ pon this purpled company, whole 


eyes God hath blinded by his juſt judge- 
ment :if my admonition ſhall have place 
with you, yee ſhall refreſh greatly the 
mindes :of the brethren, but the frcuir 
ſhall be your owne, to wit, the ſalvation 
both of bodies and ſoules. thas he. - ++ 


But to returne unto you my brethren of 
ether Churches, this ſmall Treatiſe I have 


ſent in lboye unto you, andif the Good 


_Counſcll which you ſhall finde here layd 


Aowne, by you bee well obſerved, 10 doubt 
then ye ſhall the better be able to Keepe 
the unitic of the Spicit in the bond of 
PEACE. 


mp—_—_— =—— TT OERRTATTT 


Awake yeelett, come ye'out; make haſt. 
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| Fhe Epiſtle Dedicatorie: 
: . &fs for our profeſſion, you know it lea- 
deth us to a ſeparation from all ſinnes, dia 


& tothe prattice of all knowne amnties Whatſo- . 
bt ever : now be careful (I beſeech you) of theſe 
> * things, and let no prophane perſon be among 
{ you: eA wiſule Church- State will not pur- 
a chaſe at heavenly inheritance, for a man 
o may here have an outWward communion with | 


bs the Saints in all the Lords holy adminsſira- 
5 tions, and yet at laſt finally periſh with the 
S + Deyillandhis Angels in hell fire. Holi- 
> |: neſle becommeth thy houſe, O Ieho- prl.gz. c. 
- vah, to length of dayes. | 


"| Indeed tho(e which are once entred in 
> 3 at thegates of Mount Sion, and {\t round 
about the throne of the Lambe, they 
: * ought to behave themſelves as becommeth 
| « people which daily ſtand in the preſence 


of a glorrou5 and terrible GO D : Ohtt x5 
the power of Religion that yeeldrth ſound 
comfort and true peace unto the conſci- 
eNCe. | 

 Whena man knowes nothing by him- x Cor. 4.4 
ſeife, that 15, knoweth not any one ſinue :| 
which he alloweth of in himſelfe, bitt Wat« 
keth cloſe and even With God ina ſmect 


courſe 


_ 


Rom, 2,5. 


Heb, 10,23 


*. _ _ Sl 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 
Corsrſe of univerſall holineſſe, for alas what 
is it to open. Wide the mouth and cry out with | 
@ full throat aoain#t others ' for idolatrie 
and ſuperſtition , if the perſon all the 
while,bee bimelfe , 4s great 4 tranſgreſſour 
acamst God in other things. I tel you in this 
he fo lalcerh his owne mercie, truſteth in 
lying vanities , and ſo treaſureth up to 
hiralelf wrath againſt the day of wrath. 
AMireover ( brethren ) be carsfull to hold 
faſt the profeiſion of your faich without 
Wayering,goeon - 90e on ſtillin the good 
old way , breake through all diſconrage- 
ments, keepe foreward in ſpight of all hinde- 
r.ances,give not a whit unto the ſinfulltimes, 
neither bee affraid of any adverſarie power 
which either by men or devils ſhall be made 
againFt you, for the Lord of hoaſts he is 
with you,& wilſee that nothing ſhal befal 
ou , but what ſhall ſurely further you inthe 
way that leadeth to life and glorie, Con- 
ſtancie wins the crowne , the trath 15, it 
will not profit a man any thing , to ſeparate 
from all the falſe and Antichriſtian Waies of 
the world, and toenter into 4 copenant , and 
for a While delight 1 the light, except he be 
Faithfull heerem unto ch death, ff 
| irce 
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tree growe drie , and barren , the owner of f 
Will cut it downe , What good fruit ſoever it 


hath formerly yeelded unto him , ſo if men 


come once to bee unfruitfuil trees in Gods 


ſpirituall Orchard and ceaſe from the prac- 


tiſe of holy and religious exerciſes : the Lord 
will not be merciful unto them,bat they ſhall 
periſh utterly in their treſpaſſes and ſinnes, 
What outward obedience formerlie ſoever 
they have ſhewed unto him. 

end now brethern to ſpeake unto you 
whoſe ſoules the Lord hath committed to my 
charge -, theſe thinges vave publicklie bin 
taught among you, and it is by an earneſt re- 
queFt of ſom of you , that I have publiſhed 
them now unto the World. I know there is 
cauſe and preſent need enough, that we take 
counſcll & good conrſes for peace,for other- 
wiſe the das of our pilgrimage here on 
earth wilibe ſpent moſt uncomfortablie. 

For our preſent eſtate I mu$t needs ſay 


yo have need of patience, becauſe of the Heb.19- 


manifould lies,ſlaunacrs, and moſt vile cu- 
luminations which you are all likele here 
ro ſuffer untill the end of your warfare corze, 
Such ſervants as ruune away from their m14- 


ſters, UL uallie doe ſpeaRvery baſelie of them 


fannlies 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 
families which they have left.So thoſe which 
breake themſelves away from the ſociety & 
fellowſhip of the Saints, doe raiſe up againſt 
them many untruths,and unchriſtian repro- 
ches, ſuppoſing to cover thereby their oWwue 
wickednes, Being juft like to him that is only 
grulty of felony,yet mn the puyſuit cries ont as 
mainly as he can, ſtop the theefe, op the 
thede not caring Who is apprehended, ſo 
himſelfe may eſcape without danger. So theſe 
When they have by their rage & reſtleſſe fu- 
ry,diſhonoured God, prophaned his ordinan- 
ces,broken the peace of the Church, & grie- 
yed the righteons ſoules of the Lords people, 
that they theſelyes may hide the their nngodly 
axd cruell ations from the knowledge of me, 
ful all places with the falſe accuſation and 
terrible condemnation of others. Now if ever 
# ſhall pleaſe the Lord to exerciſe you with 
any afftion of this kinde, beare them With 
'mecke and quiet ſpirits, and ſuffer rather to 
be Wronged ten thouſand times,then to com- 
mit one «t any time. [f men ſhall revile you 
and perſecute you, and ſhall (ay all man- 
ner of evill againſt you ſalſly for Chriſts 
ſake, ſeek then to Win thens by ſhewing your 
ſelfe meeke,gemle,lowly,and loving towards 


FE -* .  "S 


Wher,emy heart perſwadeth it felfe (ſeeing the 


The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 
end for your ovne cariages each to 6= 


pround and chieft cauſe of all former conten- 
tion is now taken from us) that ye will be at 
peacc among your ſclves, and no dowbt if 
we ſtudy to be quiet, and make onr lives 
zo ſhine as lights before men, We ſhall gaine 
people then as faſt unto the embracing of the 
Goſpel of Teſus ChriSt, as ever formerly they 
have been hindred from it by contention and 
ſtrife. 

Oh it ſtandeth us now much upon, that 
We walke very holy, blamelefſe, and without 
offence, and ſo ſerhe to recover the honou- 
rable credit of our hely profeſſion againe. 

It «ss ſanititie indeed that Will make our 
faces to ſhine, and procure for us a good ac- 
ceptation With God ard his people. Who is ® Petg.154 
he that will harme you, if ye be follow- 
ers of that which is good. Let men ſpeak. 
even their pleaſure of us, and lay upon us 
whole cart loads of lyes, and diſgraces, yea 
and point at us (as with a finger) ſaying, 
there goeth an hypocrite, a deceiver, Ec.yet 
in all this we have great cauſe to be patient, 
contented, and comforted, beeauſe the Lord 
for theſe things will doe ns good : if wee | 

| - be 


{Eg The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 
H behave our ſelves well and continue 1n the 
truth, The beſt gardess and flowers, ly open 
to ſtormes and haile to fall on them as well 
a the wilderneſſe : ?t 1s neither the holizeſſe 
of a mans life, nor the goodneſſe of his cauſe, 
that can keep his perſon fro trouble & afflic- 
tions. In ihe world (ſaith Chriſt ) ye ſhall 
have tribulation , and therefore think_of 
1t,and make good preparation for it , that ſo 
| | When it comes,ye may beare it With the more 
patience and preater confort. 
Two things( brethren) more there are Which 
7 Would ſeriouſlie adviſe y on to take alwvaies 
good care of: firſt that ye forbeare one an- 
S other in al ſuch things as you may lawfullie 
| doe,it 15 certaine the ignorances and infirmi- 
thes are mamy , Wherewith the ſonnes of 
F Adam are compaſſed about here in the dates 
| W ef their fleſh , and therefore if there be not 4 
| Chriſtian toileration  t 7s not poſſible that 
three can Walke peaceablie long together in 
any ſocietie, Ye are all witneſſes what mi- 
ſerie and ruin ſom have brought upon their 
heads for rejefling, this excellent and holie 
rele of God. f hope other mens harmes 
will teach you to beware. Secondlie it 
: is perie nece{ſarie that wherein one differeth 
— 


Joh 16.33. 


TheEpiſtle Dedicatorie. 


from another in judgement : that he walke 
. CoWwards others inoffenſively , and- doe not 
' grieve at any time the conſciences either of 


ftrorg or weake ones by it : but uſe well 
and wiſely his owne liberty, unto his bye* 
vhrens edification and comfort. 
Nothing more for this time will I write 
wnto you : onely 1 deſire your kinde and lo 
wing acceptatio of this treatiſe. Anal ſhal for 


my part hereafter endeavonr (by Gods gra= 


C1045 aſſiſtance) to employ thoſe weake and 
ſmal! rifts Which f have , unto your furthe= 
rance in piety and religion. In the meane 
time, the God of love and peace be With you, 
and make you perfett,confirme, flrengthen, 


and eſtabliſh you , and bleſſe you With all 
ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly things through 

Chrift, With temporall bleſſings here, and 

with eternail bleſſings in his kingdome, and 
ſuch ſhall be the daily prayers of 


Your brother in the faith, 


1ehby Canne. 
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TO PEACE: 

"DO i 
GOOD COVMSELL 
FOR IT. 


— — 


3 THESS. F. I3. 
Be at peace among your ſelves. 


224 Have purpolcly made 
| L&9 E choice of this holytexr, 
j E*®Z in regard of the good 
1 FAOEYD worke which 13 Inten- 
* RET | 
xa 5 Y ccy this Gay (through 
2 DA 7:5 grace) to becfte- 
3 Aually 


Es I I en ts "a ape 
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2 The right Way to Peace : 


Etually accompliſhed by us, for Peace 
With holineſſe, you are now met together, 
Oh I rcjoyce in my ſoule to ſee it, knows 
ing how excecding much chis thing will 
be anto the glory of Gods great name, 
the generall joy of ail Saints, the ſhut- 
ting up of many inalicious and prophane 
mouthes for ever hereafter againſt us, 
and for glic growth and heavenly en- 
creale of Chriſts blefled kingdome, But 
I wiil not ſtay you any ho from the 

{calonable matter in hand. 
The inditer of this facred Epiſtle was 
Paul an Apoitleot Ic{as Chriſt, the per- 
ſons written unto, are the Saints, and 
faichfull brethren, in and about Theſla- 
tonica, a famous and chicfe City of Ma- 
cedonia, anciently caiicd Therme, but 
airerwards it being conquered by Phi- 
lip King of Macedon, in memory of his 
vicko! y» (hee enlarging n7 and beautifying 
Lt! Jace wiih fairer buildings) called ic 
Th-({iiionica, after the name of his 
daughter 3 It is now under the dominion 
1736 power of the Turke, and knowne 
tv Unc name Salonica, I he occaſion of 
eur Apoltics writing, {:cmeth to be for 
LO 


Or, good conncell for 18. 3 
two ends ſpecially , fiift ro ſtrengthen 
thole beleeving Thetlalonians againſt 
the bitternes of the crolla, , Secondly to 
ſtir them up, and to draw hem forwaid 
to the conicionable praCtile of religious 
and pious dutlcs. 

Inthis fiſt chapter thereare three things 
neccfiarily to be conſidered, as the gene- 
xall paits of it, Firſt he proceedeth with 
the watter begunne inthe ver, 13. of the 
former chapter, namely the doctrine of 
of the re{urieAion of the dead , and the 
plorious comming of the fonne of man 
10 judgement ; here he raiſcth two obje- 
Cctions and giveih a Full anſwer to: both. ver. 1.5. 
S<condly hee remines to cxhoctations, 

ad Laos, and lo layeth down 

many excellent dutjes which muſt be 

practiſed: and fundric evill things Which yer, 6, 22, 
carefully Cuon ro BC af 'cide Qs Thicd- 
ly he concludeth with his own prayer fur 
thera , and the gr:cious promiſe of God 
uno them , and with other ſnch like 


ſp: -CCNCS accord: ng to is MANNEL In 0 - 
cr E piliics, 


A. 17. 
x Thei.z.2. 


Ver. 22 012; 
In ithe words wi biye rweo things, Fifth 


a COMWande ment or Piatpt; be at Peace, 


i 2 Secoud! | 


4 The right Way to Peace : 
' Secondly the perſons on whom the ſame 
is chuged, Among your ſelves. 

Bz 4T PEACE) The word in hebrew 
1s Schalom : which hath irs ſignification 
fiom perfeCtion and fullneſle, becauſo 
by it all good things are comfortably 
enjoyed: in Greck. uy: which coms from 
kniuing and faſt tying, becauſe by this 
means differences and controverſies be- 
weene mcn , are piofitably ended : and 
they as one ate joyncd and bound toge- 
ther, In Latine pax which hath its name 
from covenants, and agreements, becauſe 
ſuch aCtions are made by it, and the law- 
fol conditions thereof well Kept and 
pertormed, 

{hc word is diverſly accepted: fome- 

Gen, 20,6 17s It Is ulcd for proſperitic in gene- 
Pfal. 41.0. 191) 2 for familiaririe. 3 for tranquiliitie 
Rom. 4.19 of con!cience, 4 for ſalvation it ſelf; 
AQ.10.36 5 for Chilt the oncly means of our re- 
Eph.2+I4. Concibat.on. 6 for freedome from per- 
Act.9,;r. ; | pa P' ; 

Ela.5 7. 2. [ecution, 7 for ctermail life, 8 for unitie 
Eph. 4:3. 2nd concoid one with another. o 

A gain treat dviile lorts or Kindes 
of Pence, tnterna!l, crernall , externall, 
Wearcatihsrmeto peak of the latter 

Oni” 


@ 0 


F "ined 


Or, Good Connſell for it. 


onely , and the ſame is cither fained as 
that of Indas , or inordinate, as that of 
Pilate, and Herod, or good and chriſtiau, 
the bond and limic whereof, is truth and 
holineſle , in this place it is to be under- 
ſtood of atruc agreement and concord 


| between perſons 4 whereby not only all 


enmiticis laid down, and all crolling, 
and doing cach other harm is forborn : 
but all amitie is entered into , and all 
readineſſe of communicatzing and doing 
good to each other is ſhewed. 
AMONs Yovg SELvEs) Some Greck. 
copies render it With thens , the lence is 
all one. Three waies theſe words are in- 
ecrpreted. 1 Becaule the Apoſtle layeth 
down before, the duty of pcople tothcoic 


Overſeers, forme therefore do underſtand 


the words here only to be meant of their 
obedient, meek , and quiet walking to - 
wards their teachers, 2 Others referre it. 
Itto the inward ſtudy of peace, that is, 
every one ſhould be carefull ro do what- 
loever he knowes to bee a duty, and to 
refraine from that which he knoweth to 
be evill, leaſt otherwiſe hee draw upon 
kimſelfe the juſt wrath, and heavy anger 
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The right Way to Peace : 
of God, and ſo looſe all true peace of 


conſcience, but neither of thele expo- 
firtions doe give unto us the right incer- 


pretation of the place, for weare to un- 
_ it wore large, of Church peace, 
civill peace, and houſkold peace, with 
Miniſters, neiphbours, brethren, ſtran- 
oers,&c. fo fa forth as it is lawfull, juſt, 
holy y, and poud, 

And thus much for the ſenſe and mea- 
ning, we come now to {ome profitable 
doEtrines. It is not any way needfull 
that T ſhould againe go over things, from 
the words then as they have beene layd 
downe unto you, this ſealonable obſer-: 
vation offereth it ſclfe for our good in- 
ſtruction. 

I: wuſt be the ſtudy, care, and earneſt 
endeavour of all Chriſtians, to have a 
holy accord, ana god!y agreement each 
with other in the truth. Many reltimo- 
nies of Scriptures here might be brought 
to confirmeand prove this deEtrine, We 
are exhorted by the Author to the 


Ecb.12.14 Hebrewes, to folloW Peace ith all men. 


: \ 
4 $668 FIT) 


The word (follow) fhenificth an tarncit 
pa: luing of a thing which runncth away 
from 


Or, Good (,onnſell for it. 
from-a man, to denote, thathowſoever 
wee --are 'maryelous prone by- nature, to 
conterion, and unwilling to bee kinde 
one to another : notwithſtanding, ſuch 


pains and-labour we ſhould take ro\fub- 


due theſe corrupt Iuſts, and Gnofull afte- 
ions; that ſo our unfained loye and 


pood will, might bee manifeſtly ſkewed: 


forth in the world before all. The like 
charge is given by Paul-to the Romanes, 
If it be poſſuble, as much as lyeth in you, live 
peaceably with all men: as if he ſhould lay, 
howlſoeycr ſome doe raiſe up many vile 
ſlaunders, and grievous reproaches a- 
oainſt you: others by cruel practices 
ſeek to bring injuries and ſundry wrongs 
' upon you, yet nevertheleſic,{o farre as it 
may ſtand with Gods glory, and with 


Rom.12, 


I3, 


the truth, and the keeping of a conſci- | 


ence pureand undefiicd : be not at ſtrife 

with them, but do them al] good rurnes 

and Kinde ofhices what you are able. So 

to the Church at Corinth hee writeth 

; thus: Now JT beſeech you brethren, by the 
name of our Lord feſus Chriſt, that yee all 

W ſpeake the ſame thing, and that there bee no 
* cauvifions among you, but that ye be perfettly 
k B 4 Joyne 
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z Cor, I3. 
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Pll,120, 


The right way to Peace : 


joyned together in the ſame minde, and in 
the ſame judgement. Apgaine, in the laſt 
chapter of hisother Ep:{tle. Finally bre- 
thren, farewell, be perfett, be of good com- 


fort, be of one minde, live in peace, and the 


God of love and peace ſhall be with you. To 
this might bee added many memorable 
examples of the Fathers, and Churches 


of God of elder times; the good King 


David of bletlſed memory,(pcaketh thus 


much concerning his manner and order 
- of life, / am (faith he) for peace : that is, 


I uſedailyall lawfull and good meanes 


for it: 1 ſpeak courteoully to every one, + 


ſuffer cvill men patiently, and endeavour 
ro walkealwaics inofferiſively,and when 
I doc underſtand that there is taken up 
apainſt me any diſpleaſure, Iſpcedily la- 
bour for reconciliation, ſo that all con- 
troverſic may utterly ceaſe betweene us. 
It was the glory of the primitive Chri- 
ſtians at Teruſalem(being leparated from 
all the falſe wajes of the world,and con- 
ſtituted in che faith and holy order of 


k&.4, 32. the Goſpel,) thai they were of one beart, 


and of one ſetle, howlocyer in number 
zhcy were many thoutands, and of fun- 
Fs 
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Or, Geod Conncell for it. 


q dry nations , yet never a one that ſhew- 
7 ed a troubleſome or contentious ſpirit, 
f which provoked his brother, or was 
{ provok: > by his brother, bur all min- 


ded the common good : to wit, their 
owne building up in the way of Gods 
' holy feare, and the helping forth of 0- 


| a fiom the kingdome of this world, 


b 
iv 


4 


to the righc knowledge and ſincere obe- 
| dience of Icfys Chriſt. Were not the Co- 


” rinthians by the debates, cnvyings, and 
| tumults in their Church, every where 
' very much diſcredited. Was not the 
; whole beauty of thcir congregation even 
' darkned by this means? tell you yea. For 
| as by ſome great deformity in the face, 


all the whole body loſcth its comelineſſe 
and beauty, ſo through wrath, ſtrife, vya- 
riance, and ſuch like unbleſſed workes 
of the fleſh (which are as ſo many foule 
| blots in the very face of the Church) a 


- Church loſcth her honour, credit, and 
X | ehiniaion 

F \ \ Although the point, by the teſtimo- 
2 nics alledged, is ſufficiently proved, yet 


.” the more to enforce every one to the (tu- 


þ 


dicand practice of Peage, I will now in 
the 


KS 


Reaſon x. 


Mar.g.ult, 
Eph.4.3- 


3 7e+t3,0; 


- careful] then ſhould wee bee to obſeres- | 


Reaſon 2, 


The right way to Peace : 


the next place lay downe unto you cer- #; 
taine grounds and TORny reaſons !! 


for it. 
Firſt, we ſhould c6ſider that this i is tric- 
ly charged as a duty npon us, and herein 


wee are not left to our choice, whether * 

ee will doe this thing, or will not doe. +: 
it: for our Father which is in heaven rg+: 
quireth ablolutely fo much at our handss; ; 
Now if men to e{cape temporall punifh-, ? 
ment, are afraid to tranſgreſle againſt the. # 


Edits of worldly Princes, much more. 


the righteous law of the great God, who: , 
otherwiſe will infii& horcible and moſt | 
dreadfull plagues upon our {oules and. | 
bodies eternally, — 
Secondely, our owne orowth in we: | 


Ppraces and gifts of Gods Spirit, is ex- 


ccedingly by this meanes furthered. In 

a materiall building, when labourers doe 
welanrs, and worke in loye quietly 
rogether, we ſee how proſpe erouſly the 
buſincs goeth forward, and what a 000d » 
end ſpeedily there comes hereof. Riohr 
{o it is concerning the thing in hand : if - 
ye retaine {ti}l good affection one 10 a- 


nother, 


Or, Good Connſell for it. 


Jhother, and ſuffer no ſinfull contention 
b to take place among us, ſurely then theſe 
bf ! ſoules of oars, which are (pirituall hou- 
cs, and the habitation of God, will 
thrive" the betrer in knowledge, fa, 

* love, hope, zeale, humility, &c. yeal 
* ſay we ſhal all of us bebroughr the more 
; On, in the way which leadeth to life and. 

4 olory Ys 


, Thirdly wee ſhall hdd gaine the Reaſon 3c 


| more "ao to our holy communion. 
I The Apoſtle treating largely of the ex - 
- erciſe of prophelie, ſhewerh what good 
1 ſucceſſ followeth when the prophets 
'* obſerve a Zight order, and doe inthe 


truth accord together, If there come rx Cor, 4: 
in one that beleeyeth not, or one un- 2425» 


f | Jearned, hee is convinced of all, hee is 
+ judged of all, and thus are the ſecrets of 
{ his heart made manifeſt , and fo fallin 

* downe on his face, he wil worſhip God, 
and repgitibai God is in yon of a truth, 
His meaning is, when this ad miniſtra- 
Frion is well caried, that is, when the do- 
E &rines of the Scriptures are truely ope- 
$acd, and the aſe of them powerfully ap-= 
ppiycd lome-to cyery ones conſciences' 
when 


# 


[ 
| 
| 
( 
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verſ.47. 


Reaſon 4. 


The right way to Peace * 
when all ſpeake the ſame thing, and 


there bee no vaine oppoſition and need- 
leſſe wrangling among them, ſuch then #4 


of the world as are preſent (through the 


bleſſing of God upon this ordivance) . 


will come to (ce their owne wretched 


and ſinfull eſtate, acknowledgethe truth - 
which is there profeſled, lay their faces 
downe onthe duſt, and from rhe heart | 
- repent of all their evill wayes, and ſo vo- 
luntarily give up themſelves to Ifsvs - 


Crunisr, and become faithfull ſub- 
jedts of his viſible and (piricuall king- 
dome, Lukethe Euangeliſt giverh us a 


like inſtance, el that beleeved were in 
one: {ome doe underſtand (by owe) that +. 


the multirude met all together ; 0- 


thers, that they dwelt in one place of _. 


the City : but (I rake it) this oneneſle + 


noteth their union and Chriſtian apree- 
ment inthe truth: and now marke the * 


benefit hereof which followed, The Lord 
daily added to the Church. 


Fourthly, if we be at peace, the good 


way then in which our God by the cighe 
hand of his power hath ſer and ſetled us, 
will have much honour and ſingular cre- 


1 I TIEN op rn rr 


dit |, 


Or, Good Connſell for it. 


, «dicby it, both farre and neere:; and the 
” idolaters, adulterers , and irreligious 


? 
. 
| 
| 
| 


people of the world will have the lefle 


to tell in Gath and Askelon againſt us. 


You cannot be ignorant of the occafion 


which is given unto them, to reproach 


| Us, yea and which is more, to reproach 
the very truth of God, when they ſhall 


| - ſee firife and bitter contention among 
' + us. Asall the childcenin a whole king- 


* dome doe not bring ſo much diſgrace to 


a mans family by their fooliſh and yaine 
courſes, as one of his owne doth : ſo a 
few unruly, reſtleſle, and unquiet ſpirits 


inthe Church of Chriſt, doe cauſe & 
- greater blot upon it,and bring more dif- 
" honourto it, then all the ragefull and 
- troubleſome people in the world, No 
 marvell that Abraham endeavourcd to 
? putanend ſpeedily to the difference be= 


tweene his kerdmen and Lots : the Cas 
nranite and the Peritiite dVyelt in the land, 
He knew it was bctier to part with 
his right, and rather to take wrong,then 
to retaine a controverhie, and (ſo to open 


| wicked mens mouthes againſt them. 


i 


* You mavſec how much we arc to cſteem 


of 


I3 


Gen, Fj, $: 


Theright Way to Peace : 
of the honour and credit of the Goſpel, 


by that wiſe counſell whichis given to 
x Cor, 6,7 the Corinthians : Now there is utterly # 


fault among you, becauſe ye goe to laW one 
With another, why doe ye not rather take 


wrong, why doe yee not rather ſuffer your ' 
ſelves to be defrauded? as if he had ſaid, ye 


ſhould rather lay down your own rights 
and profits in civill things, then to ſ{ceke 
after them before heathen Magiſtrates, 


and {o to cauſe the truth of God to bee 


evill {p oken of. 

Tt doctrine being thus cleered and 
made evident, wee come to the profita- 
ble application of ir for our inſtruction, 
and edification. Sceing all true Chriſti- 


ans are bound in a {peciall manner to ac- - 


cord and agree together in the truth, 
here then is given jult occaſion to re- 
prove many mens cortuptions:and if we 
lay them downe particularly , every one 
will ſee his owne failing the better, and 
be the more humbled in his ioule for it, 
& ſo eſcape the revenging hand of God. 


Firſt, there are forme w a ch ſhew them- 


ſcives in the whole courſe of their lives |. 


Ove very make-bates,and milcrable di- 
lturbers 


K 


2 Or, Good (onncell for is. 
; [ fturbers & troublers of al {ocieties wher- 
\ fn they have any fellowſhip and commu 
 *nion: as Abſalom ſought to draw the 
, . peopleinto rebellion againſt the King, by 
,  Nlaundring his government : {ſo many do 
, -ſeeketo turne the Lords ſervants aſide 
fromthe right way of the Goſpell,to the 
, practice of their lyes,and beaſtly vanities, 
by calting forth diſgraces,calumniations, 
- : attd unchriſtian reproaches upon the 
, * Church of Chriſt, The Apoſtles exhor- 
tation is, that wee ſtudy to be quiet: the 
 wordproperly hgnifieth to contend car- 
neſtly,or to exerciſe all that power which 
one hath. Now altogether contrary unto 
this,is the ſinful courſe of many,for the 
. * doeſtrive what poſſibly in then lyeth, 
_ either by flattery, or gifts, or evill ſpea- 
chcs,to make contention and wofull tu- 
 ** mults every where. Ir comes oft times 
to patle, that in Towns and Cities many 
dwcllings are burned downe to the very 
earth,by a fire which at firſt began in one 
houte: Even to uſually it falls out, that 
through the fiery and furious ſpirits of a 
few at firſt, much miſery ard calamity 
/\comcs afterward upon famwilics, Chur- 
A ches, 
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ches, and Common-weale. Oh what 


the old Serpent Satan to behold a holy 


E1 
unreaſonable paines doe ſome take to! 
to cauſe divifions and offences, and to. 
Rom.16. ſow diſcord among brethren: as it gricved 


| 


union and communion betweene God 


and our firſt parents, and therefore la- 


boured to breake the lame aſunder. No 
lefle vexzd in the yery (oule are many 


vile and graccleſle wretches, at the qui- 
etneſle and godly peace which they (ce - 
in the aſſembly of the Saints, and rthere- 


fore like the devill their father, they run 
to and fro, from man to man, from fa- 
mily to family, ro provoke and ſtir up 
wrath and hatred in one againſt another: 


as ſome poor creatures cannot haye their | 


reſt inany place, for ravenous birds, and 
hungry beaſts, which are alwayes ſeeking 


to make a prey upon them: (o theie aie 


many now which cannot enjoy any qui- 
erneile, (either at home or abroad, in re- 
oard of a company of troubleſom makxe- 
bates, that doe ſtudy and firive to de- 
youre them: But it were better that this 
adulterous generation did take up them 


{:lyes bcrtime, and give over theſe un--), 


bleed * 


Ys 
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8 Or, Good ( onnſel [for it. 


! blcſſed courſes, for there is a day at hand 
in which they mult give a ſtrict recko- 

ning to God,according to that they have 

done here in the body : and if they beg 

then found impenirent & guilty in thele 

| things, they ſhall find po favour or mcr- 

cie withthe Lord.” Dogpes, (wine, and 

ſuch creatures, when they are dead, as 

they enjoy no comfort, fo they feele no 

miſcrie : but it willnot bee fo with thele 
workers of iniquity , for nor onely ſhall 

they remaine withour all conſolation, bur 

alſo eternally ſuffer greater, deeper, and 
heavier plagues and torments, then the 
rongues either of men, or of Angels are 

able co exprefſle. 

Bur it roay bee (ome will obje&, and ObjeR. 

ſay : Wee have in this courſe continued 

long, and hitherto haye elcaped puniſh- 

ment, and therefore wee doe not now 

fearc the things whereof you ſpeake. | 

There is a meaſure of finning,to which Anſwer. 
God in hjs wrath permits all iwpenirent 
perions, and beyond which they cannot 
palle, and to which they ihall come be- 
fore the lat yengeance þe inflicted Upon 
* then: and for this parpole it is that the 
_ Pro- 
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Prophet Amos compareth the Lord, in 
ccoard of his patience and long ſuffe- 


| Amos 2.13 ring, to a cart, the iniquities of men un- 


tO (heaves, when the cart is once loaden 
and full, the load thenis taken downe, 
and the waine emptied : ſo when men 
have filled up the mealure of theic linnes, 
when their (tnnes, I fay, are the Lords 
fall load and burden, hee then will eafe 
himſcife of his adverſaries, by caſting them 
downs into the lake which burneth with 
fice and brimſtone. In a word, know 
this for a certainty, the more men doe 
increaſu in tranſgre(}ons, and the longer 
God forbcaresinem therein, the grea- 
ter torments will light and fall one day 
npon them, 

Bur wee hope that God will ſhew us 


more mercy, 23d yot condemue us for 


this. 
h be not deceived, God is not mocked, 
for Whatſoerer 4 m3n ſoWeth, that ſhall hee 
4/(0 reape, IF theu take thy will in ini- 
q airy, thou alt have thy Bl of miſery. 
Kememkcr the words written by Moſes 
the icrvant of Gea: He that bleſſeth hinz- 
feife in bis heart, ſayin? 1 ſnall haye peace, 

thouzh 


Or , good conncell for ut. 19 


though f walke in the ſlubbornneſſe of mine + 
heart, to adde drunkenneſſe to thirsf, The 
Lord will not ſpare him, but then the anger 
of the Lord and his jealonſte [hail ſmoke a- 
gaunſi that man, and all the carſes that are 
Written in this booke ſnall lye upon hin, and 
the Lerd ſhall blot out. his name from unacr 
heaven. ©» | | 

But will the Lord pardon me of this Queſt, 
oreat {1nne it from my heart I do repent 
of it 

Yea certainly : for were thy {innes ne- Anſw, 
ver ſo many for number, or hainous for 
pature, or full for meature, were they 
ſinnes of death, of darkucfle, of blood, 
of hell, if rhou doe riuly repent of them 
al!, God will frecly forgive them all un- 
to thee. Manallcs King of Indah was an + King,2I. 
idolater,yea a conjurer, he mightily op- I. to 10. 
poled and withſtood the truth, ropha- 6519600 
ned the holy Temple of God, and ſhed ga 
innocent blood in ſuch abundance, thar 
the ſtreeres of Inuſilem lowed there- 
with : he reared up Altars for Baal, and 
for all the hoſt of heaven : he facrificed 
the fruit of his body, even his owne ſons 
and daughters unto devils: he d.d worſe 
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thin the Heathens, to wit, the Canaa- 
nitcs and Amorites, whom the Lord for 
their hlthineſle cauſed the land to yomir 
out, yet nutwirhſtanding upon his hum- 
ble confellion of finne, and true retur- 
ning to the Lord with his whole heart, 
hee was not taken away in his tranſgref- 
ſ10ns, but found grace in the eyes of the 
Lord. The like might bee faid of Paul, 
of Mathew, Mary Magdalene, Zacheus, 
the Corinthians, &c. how loever lome- 
times theſe were fooliſh and diſobedi- 


_ ent, and deadin treſpaſles and fins eyen 


x Cor, 6. 
9.10.11, 


ag” ©» 


as others , neverthelefſe upon their in- 
ward humiliation, and godly reforma- 
tion of life,thele were waſhed,theſc were 
fanitified, thele were juſtified in the name 


_ of our Lord feſas, and by the Spirit of our 


God. Now the Loid is no relpecter of 
perſons, nether hath he poured out the 
riches of his or1ace (o plentifully On 0» 
thers, but hce is {t:]}] both able and wil- 
ling to cover al: thy tranſorefſions, if 
thou wilt turne from thy evill way : en- 
ter into a covenant with him, love him, 
and like him, and cicave to him with thy 
utnokt affections, and truly endeayour 

F0) 


Or, Good Connſell for it. 
© walke bcfore him in a continual 
courſe of holineſle. 
| Alecond ſort to bee reproved , are 
thoſe, who by others are led ro conten- 
tion. No ſooner had Sheba blowne the 
truwpet, bur every man of Ifracl 3s in 
readinefle preſently to aide and aflift him 
in his {editions practices: thus m arvelous 
prone men are to take-in with unruly 
_ and troubleſome perfons: What vwite acti. 
on can there be committed, bur one or 
other will lend his hand to uphoid it : 
Fire would ſoone goe our, if fucll were 
not caſt into it: ſo the differences which 
{ometimes doe ariſe in the Churches of 
the Saints, would calily be taken up,and 
good ends put to them, but that there 
are {o many raſh, lighr, and inconlide- 
rate part-takers, which doe altogether 
h:nderc the ſame. Indecd it is able 10 
orieveany Chriſtian heart, to {ce the car. 
neltoeſle and refticfnef]e of ſome, in bu- 
ſincfſes which they underſtand not at all, 
' Forit is not the caſe they looke UpOii, 
but the pertfon which holds it. For if a 
man(to whomthcic affection is no: )have 
2 jult, holy, and righteous: matter,. yet 
£2 they 
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The right Way to Peace : 


they will ſhew no approbation unto it : 
contrariwiſe, if another (whom they c- 
ſtceme) feeke ro maintaine a very falſe, 


corrupt,and ugſound thing, yer they wil 


walke hand in hand to dc Ford ic againſt 


the whole carth. Which way ſoever you 
turne the need!e, the thread will follow _ 


it, cither right or wrong : this is the con= | 


dition of many, they will follow men as 
their ſhadowes: though it be to the hin- 
derance of the truth, the ocnerall griefe 
and d! {couragement of Gods chiidren, 


and to the ccrtaine deſtruction of their 


owne {oules, without orcat rEpenrance, 


© 
The Apoſtle umto Timothy giverh us 


this commandement, not to be partaker of 


other mens ſrunes: Oh that men would 


rake this wholebas counicl!, ſurely 
then they would feareto fland oreſum- . 
pruouſly in the defence of other men, 
and their iniquity, and fo by abertting 
the party and his fin, maxcittheir owne 
by Itmputation, and wrap themlclves in 
the lame one with the lwner. to this 
;: iohr bee added a rex {on or rwo more, 
why wee fouid noi glyc all: ſtance unto 
mat C-DALLL, ind troublcfome pe {ons In 
their 


. 


þ 


| f:omall appearance ef evill, how many 


Or, Good (,onnſell for it. 
| their unrighteous and evill courſes. Firſt, 

becauſe the commandement is, that wee 

muſt zot follow a multitude #0 doe evnil - Exod. 23-3. 
that is, every one for his owne part, muſk 

looke unto his fcer, walke cloſe with 

God, keepe himiclfe pure, and abftaine 


ſoever he [eco live otherwiſe} he good 
King David dwelt (as he himſclfe faith.) 
with them that hated peace : that is, with 
_ men, with mcn which 
ould never bee quiet t, yet netwithitan- 
ding he went not in that finfull conric 
with ther s bur -whercin tney differed 
fcom the bleiled d grace of Jove,meckncs, 
_ quierneſle , genticneſſe, lovp-luffering, 
and the 1: hs. Nce diftcrey therein from 
them all, 

Sccondly., becauſe every oe! ſhali 
beare his owne burden : the ſoule that 
{;nn:rh ſhajl dic, and God will render 
tO every One according i0 thathee hath 
dene in his body, Wer have a common 
_ faying that rnvneth | In cvcry mansniouth, 
Hle that ſtealeth for another, ſhall harg 
tor himfelfe. Now this is a Givine rr uh, 
whoſoeyer offengd«th Gud ro benefit a- 
C4 mothers 


Pſal,z 20,6 


Gal.6.5, 
2 Cor, $.i0 


tm. 


? Sat, II. 
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The right way to Peace: 
nother, he ſhall ſurely ſuffer in his owne 


perſon the judgement of God for it. A- 


dam was not excuſed by laying the blame 
upon his wife, neither did it helpe her 
any thing at all, to put ir on the Devill : 
for according to their tranſprefſon, they 
both bore their rightcous puniſhment : 
and even thus ſha] it be in the day of our 


great appearance, in vaine then for any 
one to lay, OhI was drawne in, to bee 


contentions for to plcaſure ſuch a one, 


or at the entreaty of ſuch a fricnd : I tell 
you; theſe ſpeeches will take no place : 
but as men have beene fcllow partners 
in finne, ſo thenſhall they bee in plagues 
and torments, as they have now (1 tay) 
beene refleſle and turbulent together,fo 
ſhall they then together ſuffer the venge- 
ance of cternall fire. But it is better to 
goe tO heaven alone, then to hell with 
company. 

There are others which ſceme to de- 
fire peace, but the conditions laid down 
by thero for it, are altogether and cycry 
way moſt unwarrantable. Ye ſhail reads 
of onc Nahaſh the Ammonite, having 
cncamped againſt labcſh-Gilcad, that he 

| would 


Or, Good Connſell forit. 


2 would not make any covenant with 
| them, unleſſe he might thruſt out all theic 
right eyes. The like wnreaſonable are the 
, propoſitiss laid down by manyfor peace. 
As for inſtrance : there are ſome parents 
(I might. rather call them tyrants) that 
unleſle their children will as them(clyes 
doe, walkeafter the flcſh, reiſtthe go- 
vernment of Chriſts kingdom,and con- 
tinue the viſible marked f{laves of Anti- 
_ chriſt, they will not abide the fight of 
them, neither ſhew any love, or Kinde 
afte&tion unco them, but become their 
enemies, and bloody perſecurors : and 
this is not the childes.portion alone, but 
the wife many times findes the like hard 
uſage from her husband, the poore fer- 
vant fcom his maſter, as Chriſt {aith, 
| Becauſe ye ate not of the world, there- 


fore the world hateth you: hetharwill Ioh.r5. 19 


not now take the Lords name in vaine, 
with the {wearer, abuſe the good crea- 
tures of God, with drunkards and glut= 
tons, prophane Gods holy day, with 
Sabbath-breakers, neglect all holy and 
religious exerciſes, with Libertines and 
Athciſts, oh what ado ſha] there be made 
apainſt 


AA_=_._ _ 6 RY m—— ——a_ 
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The right way to Peace : 
avzinſt him, he is no bodie if he haye not 
one jelt, gird, or ſcoffe, or other to caſt 
forth againſt him: where there is now an 
Abel, there a man may {ce a Cain that 
hates him 3 where an Iaac, there an If- 
mae] that mocks him; where a Iacob, 
there an Eſau thar perſecutes him; where 
a David, there a Doeg ; a Saul, an Achi- 
tophel, which ſreke to take his life a- 
way fiom him.Itis an andenyabl- truth, 
the better a man is, the lelſe rhe world 


 Joyes him : and tmh begets hatred. So 
long as Paul y:elded to the Iewiſh {uper- 


Kitions,and ſhewed him(clfe a profelled 
enemy tio the Church and people of 
God, who in more eſtimation & greater 
account than he 2? but when (through the 
crace of God given unto him} hee came 
to ſee his unſanttified place, and ſtanding, 
and ſeparated himſclfe from the anholy 
zaultitnde, and worthipped the God of 
is Fathers in fpirit and truth, what man 


then on earth morc hated, reproched, 


and periceutcd, then Paul ? The reafon 
why the Antichriſtian dominion which 
is drunke with the blood of the Saints, Was 
foreſhcwed unto Iohn upder the formes 


.of 


wv 


enemy, againſt his King and country, or 
 cealeto fiohtin the defence of the fame, 


-Jy -» J.» | 
' Qhcifts kingdome, rake the 
' i them, the whole armory 


NE 
=_—_— 


Or, Good Counſel! for it. 


of beaſts, is to ſignific, that as reaſon and 

jadgement is not to bee expected in a 

beaſt, bur rarher cruelty and murder, fo 

equiry and right is nor to be looked for 

among this viperous generation, bur all 

inhumwane, cruell, and unmercifull dea- 

lings. But thoſe things muſt not be any 
diſcouragement unto the godly-minded, 

for it cannot be avoided, bur there will | 
be alwayes enmity betwixt the tWo ſeeds. Iam.z. ry. 
Now our peace muſt bee pure, and with qe. 
holineſſe, and according to Teſws (,hriſt,and Me TOM 
therefore it is ſaid to bee like the ople 
Which went down upon the beard of Aaron : Pſal, 233.2 | 
co note that it muſt flow from the true | 
and pure worſhip of God,and weare on 

earth no farthec forth to Keepe it to+ 

wards men, then our God in the higheſt Luk.2,zg- 
may be glorified herein: as a good ſub- - 


ieG&, bcfore hee will take part with the 


ke will loſe his blood, his limbes, his - 
iife. The iike courage,and Chriſtian va- 
jour thould bee in all the tubjets of 
T-onld uns 
” Lod, ang 
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The right way to Peace : 
fight the good fight of faith, and rather then 
to be drawne backe to the filthie vomir 
of their formeridolatry, or to leave the 
comfortable and powerfull ordinances 
of God in his true Church, they ſhould 
willingly ſuffer the ſpoyling of their 
goods, impriſonment of their perſons, 
loſle of their countries, yea if it were of 
their lives and all. A holy Warre is ever 
more to bee preferred before a finfull 
peace. Though men ſpeake unto us never 
(o ofr, both by meſſengers and mouth 


for Peace, as lehoram gid to Ichu : yer | 
_ as hee anſwered him, What peace ſo long 


as the whoredomes of thy mother Tezebel, 
and her Witchcrafts areſo many. So in cf- 
fedt muſt our anſwer be unto them: for 
wee muſt rather want peace with men, 
which is a croſfle, then with God, which 
is a greater croſlc, and 2 fin aiſo. Thoſe 
that wandred up and downe in ſhcepes 
skins, and in goats skins, in dennes, and 
caves of the earth, no queſtion but they 
might have had liberty, peace, love of 
men,and ſuch ontward comfoirs as well 
as ethers, if they would have taken that 
courſe which others did : but they knew 

that 


» wy * & he 4 en v3 mma RR { f 


| Or, Good Counſell for it. 29 


that that hatred, warre, and contention . 
which makes us neerer God, is better 
then that love, peace, and agreement 
which (ſeparates us from him. 
Alas fir you ſee wee cannot enjoy the Objee, 
holy adminiſtrations of Chriſts King- 
dome, withour great bodily danger, and 
therefore in this caſe what ſhall we doe? 
You muſt yot bee weary of Well=doing, Anlwer, 
but be faithfull to the death, and the end pra TOs 
of your warfare will come very ſhortly, © 0 PP 
and heaven then wil recompenceal. You 
: . Know that the loſle of a foule is the grea- 
teſt loſſe in the world, and it were bet- 
ter for a man that he ſhould let his profic 
, fall, and his &redit, liberty, eaſe, and 
_ all ſach earthly reſpects , then by re- 
taining theſe things to to be caſt with the 
; devill and his Angels into hell fire. 
Apgaine, there comes to the Saints Anſw,2, 
orcat 00d by affliction. The Cyprefle 
[rce, as buth the Grecians, Latines, and 
Barbarians doe report, boweth not un- 
dera burden, but whena thing is layd 
upon it, it forceth the burden upward, 
and pgroweth higher, more vprighr, and 
ſtrong under the wajight, This wee row 
by 


IH 
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0 by experience, that the ſufferings of this 
Bir preſent rime, the Lord fanctifying them 


F, unto us, aie ſingular meancs to ſubdue 


[ef OT) A 


L 
i 8 our corrupt affetions, and to encreaſe 1 
| the gifts and graces of his Spirit in us, & _C 
EE -- to heipe us forward in the way which { 
REDS leadeth to life and glory. t 
Obie&. But it doth much grieve our foules to 
CE charged with herefie,{chiſine, pride, 
; ©  obſtinacy, diſloyalty, ſedition, &e. for 
$50 | reſtraining our feet from iniquitie, and 
| making ſtrait ſteps in pleaſant paths of ' 
TREE the Lord. 
I i: Anf.x. Firſt, they doe no more againſt you in 
|, .., Exec. 4-15 this thing,then hath beene done againſt 
q | Amos 7.10 : 
Lok.as: as 98 mclencs and berrers in former times, 
Ioh. 9.12 forſo were the Prophets aſed, fo was 


( 
|. |; AR.17.6. Chriſt himſ{c Ife, and his Apolties ſerved 
[ 
f 
1 


— ww — 


SRO ShoJ« by the Iewes. 

OO; 2. Itisa gicat comfort tothe godly a- 

Vi. _ eainſtall the reproaches and cenlures of 

BY. the world, that their hearts are open and 

manifeſt in the fight of God, and that * 

2 | they arcableto approve before him their | 

B j OW te Integrity and uprig :ohtnelle, for . ! 
1 {uch need not feare the caluwniation of | 

4 men, who bayc the Lo:d to approve * 

| the .: 


i; 
; 


7 Or, Good (,onticell for it. 
frhe ations which they doe. 
Thicdly, Conſider, that you have a 
 »gracious Lord and Sayiour for your 
| Indge, who one day will reward his 
\ .owne good worke in you, let men 
| ſpeake of you what evill + pleaſeth 
them. 
Bus here it may bce demanded, if a Queſt. 
 * childe, wife, or ſervant, ſhall quiceloſe 
- theloycand good aftetion of parents, 
| husband, or maſter, unleſſe they will 
f i be idolaters, as themſelves are, what in 
ſuch a caſe muſt they doe ? 
1 The Apoſtle Peter giveth a full an- Aviw. 
} fwerro this queſtion, Wee ought to obey Atte4.29e 
God rather then men. Wherein any one 
s leaveth in any thing the truth , therein 
4 wee muſt dee carefull ro leave him, For 
that love and friendſhip will never doe 
- A man good, which is purchaſed with 
£ thelullc of Gods fayour. Hee hath 
4 love enough whom GOD loveth, 
rt and wholiocycr not beloved of God, 
'r hecis in a miſerable condition, what 
r . Icckoping locver the world makes of 
© Him. Thy truth is, a man were better 
'o lo bow downe it ths gates of other 
1C -::5 | men 
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men for a@norſell of bread, bid farewell 

to all his long-loved friends, embrace \- : 
the thiſtle for a dwelling, the rocke for |: 
a covering, the dunghull for a pallcr, the 


Oſtrich or Pellican foc a companion, ©: 
and {o to Kkeepe herein a good conſci- 
ence, then to enjoy all the plcatures and 

rofits of this world for a ſeaſon, and ' 
afterwards to ſuffer all the miſcries and © 


. torments of the world to come, for c- 


ver andever. If a malefactoc at the bar, 
proved by evident and cleare teſtimony, ' 


a murderer, thecfe, or traytor, to excuſe 
himſelfe, and to eſcape puniſhment, - 


ſhould there ſpeake wordsto this or the 


like purpole : ; I have done nothing bur, F- 
what my friends perſwaded mee unto, ' 


they conſtrained mce to doe this action, 


| andI had their help and afliſtance hece- ' 
In, would this be enough to {et him free? 


you know the contrary. The like may 
bee ſaid of the judgement of the great 
day. Ir will not fice either the wife, 
childe, or f{crvant, to lay it was to picale 
my husband that remaincd an idolarer, 
it was to give content to my father that . 


V 


- 


G& 


went to thcir falſe allembles, it was to ol 


k ] 
JF 
Ae 


Or, good conncell fn it. = 9 
| Keep my maſters pood will that I joy- 


; i ned notto the irue Church of God. 1 
i k tell 5 yOu, the ludge of the world will not 
F] T heacken to thilc idle and vaine ſpeechc $, 

” but condemne theſe perſons to perpetrall 
, | Fon for being lovers of men, more then 


' lovers of God. 
d 7 Burſome it may bee will lay, if wee Obje&, 
1 ſhould for the, Goſpels ſake, have the 
; diſpleaſure of our beſt friends, bee caſt 
* © iriroprifon, baniſhed from our Com- 
2  trie, come to poverty, or the like, Oh 
wee doubt then that wee ſhall never bee 
'3 | ableto hold our, but furne backe to our 

+ formeFevill courlcs. 
* © If thy hart be perfect with God, feare , 
> noneof theſs things Which thou ſhalt ſuffer, Rev. 2. 10; 
> for Gods prowile ro thee is, not to leave Ye 
= b.7 Iz. 

' thee, nor forſake thee, and hee is not man 
= .| thathee ſhould ye, or alter the thing 
y _ which is gone * forth ont of his mouth. 
at . If wee will give confidence unto ſuch 
e, © perſonsas doe make conſcience of their 
le' | words, and will not ' {peake an untruth, 
[> + albeitthey can lyc, and breake their pro- 
ba ! | tmiles ; much more then ſr.ould wee be- 
| Ieeye the ſayinns of Zehovah, ſort He carnot Plal,1t.7. 
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lye, but ſpeaketh alwayes in righteouſneſſe 
i Ela. 45-£S. yd truth. Note well the words of Paul 


Link x Cor. 10, {0 the Corinthians : God is faithfull, who 


will not ſuffer you to bee tempted above that 

ou are able, but Will with the temptation 
alſo make a way to eſcape, that yee may bee 
able to beare it, He uſeth here a metaphor 
taken from men bound by theeves or e- 
nemics, to denote, /that howſoever the 
Lord many times f(uffereth Satan and 
his inſtcuments,to lay hands on his deare 
ſervants, and to Keepe them as poore 


priſoners a while under them, yet in due. 


time he will cutthe cords of the wicked 
alunder, and give a comfortable delive- 


rance unto his Saints out of all their. 


troubles ; and he wants no power to doe 
ir, for that wh.ch is impoſſible with men 
and Angels, is catily by him accompliſh- 
cd. So long as the father carcfully leads 
thech ide in his owne hand, it necds not 
feare a falling, how weake of foot ſocyer 
it be: the Lord by the right hand of his 
power, eyermore vpho[de<th his peo ple, 
ad therefore they may be fully perlwa- 
acd, thatno adverſaries ſtrength ſhall be 
able at any thmeto plucke them away 
from 


7 Or, Good (onnſe'l for it. 


p Ffrom him : conſider therefore by whoſe 
ower thou ſtandeſt, not thine owne, 

: Inot by any ſtrength of grace that is in 
thy {clfe, but by the all- powerfull ayde 
F 'and afliſtance of God: vouchſafcd unto. 

"thee :'and he is able in thy greateſt trials 
| and toubles, to make thee till a con- 

: querour, yea and the weaker thou art, 

”the neerer 1s his helpe in that reſpect un- 

{to thee, and the more itis for his glory 
*ro make thee ſtind and hold our, 

A fourth (ort,are furious and ragefull 4 Sort. 
erſons : wee have multitudes of ſuch in 

\ this age, whoſe (pirirs ſceme to be kind- 

:l:d with the yery fire of hell : for moce 
eaſe it is many times to aflwage the rags 

of Lyons, of Beares and Tygers, then 
| 4 to ay theſe mens immoderate, boiſte- 

*rous,and unruly cariages : yea the unrea- 

* ſonable creatures, at Gods commande- 
ment, as the fire, winde, and water ſtay 
themſelves,and ceaſe from anger,(for in 

' Tegard of their extreme and violent na- 

'tuic, as the Greeke rendreth it, thele are ed 
ſaid to beangry.) But alas, how often 11... | 
»ſpeaketh he wes {ons of Adam, Peace, = ” "A | 

gr ſeill, let not the Sunne goe doWne upon Gen.8.1. 
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heare him ? Ah they will not: I fay a- 7] 
gaine, they will not heare him, bur with A 
Tonah they thinke rather that they do well 
td be angry, andto bite and devoure one 
another. If a man ſhould take a light, 
and (earch from houfe to houſe, how 
many Nabals (thinke you) would hee | 
finde: {ich children of Belial, that one * 
Cannot ſpcake to them: the husband he 
will not beare with the leaſt frowardnes b 
of the wife, neither will the wife beare © 
with the haſtinc(le of the husbund; and 
this for the want of forbearance upon 


every ſmall occaſion which arifeth be- ' 
rwixt them, they are ready to take up is 
a:mes one againſt another. ? y 

But here a queſtion may bee asked, 
whethcr anger in ſome caſes may not be. 
ated law fully, 

Anger is to bee conlidered either as 2 
thing indifferent, or as a vertue, or a. 


VICE. 

F:cſt, itis a naturall affetion which 
may be uſed as well as others, both calm- | 
{pep hcat alſo. * 

Secondly -there ; 5a landableand good 


avgere 


* Or, Good Counſell for it. 37 


Fan er. Firſt, when the occaſion of .it is Exed. 16. 
£ 7juſt and lawfall: ſecondly, when con+ Num . 
1 ceived upon conlideration and good $4 | 
ſoouniel thirdly, when the end X it is Low: 13. 
= to maintaine the glory of God, and tp 20- 

* help e forward holy and rightcous enter» monte 7 

\priles: : fourthly, whenitis mix. d and prg_20.8. 

” rempered with wilcdsme, love, ang lam.1. x9. 
- #þ + charity, ERR BS 
> Thirdly, anger is a vice, and every- | 
f va) unlawfull: Fuſt, when it is con- 

ceived cither for nu good cauſc, or.fox 

1 ght,{mall;and rifling matters: Secong- 

"1h whenthe meaſure of it is immode- poet 9, 23 
-rate and exceſſive, though the occaſion Eph.4. 26. 

— of it be ripht,juſt, & warrantable: Third- pris 49- p 
hy ly, when wes are angry. for private re- - gn | 
 tpets, concerning our 0:wne pertons, pro. 13, 14. 
+ and not. concerning the caulc of God, 
and his worſhip, 
' What good helpes and profitable Queſt, 


W-. 
meancs are there to ſuppreſſe raſh and 
» finfull anger ? 
i ' The meansforit may be caſt into two Anſwer. 


- generall heads, or ws plas they are 
8 I. meditation, 2. praftice. Fiſt, when 
f | 4 | thou art Injuced by others at any tme,ci- 

Fr 3 ther 


TY 


5 
7 EN 


& {7 W 
WIT 1! 
151 j T- 
| with 
| ; D 
} 3 
Ti ly . 
+ n Wv- 
+. f 
d +1. 
4 f 
.} '\Þ 4 
þ 
f - 
ſ ” 
» "9-1; 
\ l 
: } 
i b. Las 
| þ 
! | 
q ) | 
: | 
A "; 
4 
x $ 
y 
io i: 
% L208 
I 's | 
' 
{1 
1 
by 
f 
F 
e. 
5 
| 
{ 
s. 
: RF 
| I'S 
4 b 
J 
o 
I 
[ 
} 
[ 
i 


F-. ther in thy name, eſtate, or perſon : Con | b 


Y $ The right way to Pe eACe: þ 


© 1&7 
Y Sie 0/of 
"284 p, 


WF. 


fider then what a benefit it is to ſuffer 


| h x Pet 3. 14 patiently for well- -doing: If ye ſuffer( (faith / 


Peter) for righteonſneſſe ſake, happy are ye. '% 
And that wee may know wherein this ,”” 
happineſle conliſtcth, it is laid downe by, 
Mat. 5. 11, our Saviour thus : Great is their reward ; in | 
heaven. David had manifold wrongs 
Pſal.z8.12 done to him by Saul and his follower R 
13.14.15. yer hee did beare them with a rv, : 
meeke, and patient minde: and the reas 
ſon, becauſe hee knew' that the Loid 
would judge the matters betwixt them, 
and the more wrong his adverſaries did 
_ to him, and the better he did carieit,the, - 
greater ſhould his recompence be at the, - 
reſurrection of the jult. 
' Obje&. © Somewill lay, wee could be quiet e- | 
nough,if the things were true which they 
ſpeake of againſt us, but alas we are op- 
preſſed, and therefore cannot chuſe but _ 
be anpry. , 
Axlyer, Were there ary evill juſtly charged % 
2 upon rhee, thou ſhouldcſt not then bee *' 
*quier, buttake upin thy heart a holy in- | 
| Jignation apainſt i it, and earneſtly Crave. 
forgi 'yenefle of i it at Gods hand: But ſce- *; 


ing 


Or, Good Connſell for it. 


* @ ing thou art innocent; be patient, be con- 
r | N tented, bee comforted, let God alone 
h & with ir, heis wiſer then man, and know- 
2, | eth whatis beſt for thee, and how to do 
is © thee 200d, yea and by this means he will 
yy doe thee good,if thy impatient & wra: (he 
+ full courſes hinder ir nor. 
s,} Secondly, have it alwaics inthy mind, 
A: that afflitions come not upward out of the 
r,. + dat, but all dowoward from the Lord : 
1+ and this very thing. > ſtayed Iob , when his 
d troubles came in upon him like g:car 
; floods, he looked beyond the Sabcans, 
d | the Chaldeans, the ods the lightnings, 
ie - thedevill,&c, and ſaw in all theſe trials 
ic. + Gods hand upon him. A childe that is 
|} beaten, lookes not altogether ar the rod 
;- ; Wherewich heis beaten, bur at the hand 
y | 4 ruling and moving it. If we can looke be- 
j-' ond the creature, and (ce Gads hand, the 
FE affliction then will be borne well : but if 
 Wegaze On men, Or meancs, it will bee 
d , | intollerable, and wee ſhall be out of pa- 
TH. | Tience, and angry, let us doe what wee 
1- / can. David could butter beare Shemeis 
| curſing of him, then that unkingde an- 
© ſer which was brought unto him from. 
| * D 4 | Na- 


Iob 5.9. 


2 $ame16 
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The vight way to Peace : 
Nabal:and the reaſon, becauſe in this he 
ſaw Gods hand, but in the other nor ſo; 

Thirdly, conſider that it helps a man 
nothing atall, to vexe, murmurce, or to 
be anp1y ar the preſent afl:&ion which 
lyeth-upon him, but it increaſcth rather 
54 more the ſa ve, 

The Iſraelites as they journied from 
Mount Hor, to compalle the land of E- 
dom, were in diftreſſe for w water, this 
was their aftl'&ion : bur how did they 
rakeic?itis ſaid, The people ſpake apain$t 


God, and apainſt 'Moſe es, that 1s, as the 


Chalde well exponnds ir, murmured be- 
fore the Lord ,and conrended with Mo- 


es: bur. gor they any thing by this their 


impatiency and anger ? no furely, but by 
this meanes they drew more trouble up- 

on their owh heads, for thus it Follow- 
eh: The Lord ſent fiery ſe) pents among the 
people, and they bit the people, and much 
people of fſracl ied In the. Hebrew the 
Serpents are called Seraphins, that is, bur 
'ners, becauſe when they bite a_ man, hee 
bornes with extreme heat, and thirſt: yea 


Jr is reported , that <hoſoever Is ſtung 


with ther, is preſernly tormented with 
Eq fuch 


Or, Goog C onpſell for it. 


ſuch vehement. drought, that hee cannot 


bee ſatisfied, butic remaines upon him 
continually, and though hee drinks: Ne- 
ver lo largely, yet he is preſently as thig- 


ſlieas before. Oh ſee whatht is ro fret 
_ and repine under the hand of God. 
When wee thinke by our anger to have 


our thi; ſatisfied, wee finde uſually the 


thirſt to bee the more encrealed by onr 
anger. Even asa dog tyed with a chaine, 
the more he ſtriveth ro breake it aſun- 
os or to unlooſe his necke, by dray= 


ing himſelfe backward, the after is hee 


tyed by this meanes, and the more cloſs 
home goes the chaine about his necke. 
This is the very caſe of men in affliction, 


the more they | ſt upole v with the Lord,or 


rage againſt men, or ſtrive by evill cour- 


fes; ro ſhake the burden off from them, 
the worſe til] doe they make the matter 


 forthemſclves, and ng longer ſhall they 
be without comfort. 


Fourthly,w hen men give way to wrath; 
they 1 want then the government of them= 
{clves, and become alſo uncapable of 
wholeſome counſcll which is given unts 
them 1 others for their good. Well 

'may 


Fl 


of their wic 
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may this ſinne be called the drankenneſſe 
of the minde, for.indeed ſuch as are over- 


come with it, are ſet on miſchiefe. A man | 
may ſooner pierce the hardeſt ſtones,and 


diginto the flinty rockes , then worke 
any —_— in them, or alter the courſe 


theſe are many times che more violent 
and extreme in their ungodly courſes, by 
how much they are lovingly entreated to 


the contraty : : Oh who would not deteſt | 


fuch avice, which expoleth 2 man to lo 
baſe and bruitiſh a condition. If a 


wrathfull wan (aw once himſelfe in a 


glaſſe, when his fitis upon him : his e es 


Hurnng, hs lips fumbling, his face pale, 


his tee 


 gnaſhing, his mouth foaming, and 
ther parts of his body trembling , and ſha- 


king, I ſhould thinke hee would quite 
OS himſeife, and forſake the linne for 


eyer afcer. 


Fifrly, thou wilt be the better able co 


beare with another mans inficmity , if 


thou labour to ſee thine own, and what necd 


oy thou haſt to be borne With, This is a truth 


Cer- 


ed purpoſes, Even as clay | 
by the moderate heat which it ntaloih 
from the Sunne, is hardned by it, fo 


x « 
bh 
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certainly, no 1241 1s more apt to be offended Note. 
at anothars failing, then he who taketh leaſt 
offence at his oWwne. As our compaſſion 
| towards the bodily affliction of other 
| men is never. more ſhewed, then when 
we feele upon our ſelves the like calami- 
tic : {o thole doe beſt know how to pity 
the weakneſſes of their brethren, who 
are moſt ſenſible of the ſfinfull corrnpti- 
ons of their owne hearts. 

| Take a ſtrict view therefore of the 
pride, deceit, covetoulneſle, . hypocrifie, 
uncleanneſle, i Ignorance, and many fins 
more-in thy ſelfe: and when hs (eeſt 
thy brother to be over-taken with ſome 
{:nne, as to be froward, very haſtic, cx- 
ceeding curious,too ſelfe-conceited,8&c. 
minde then how thou art many times 
thus over-taken alſo, and haſt need that 
others ſhould beare with thee in the like 


The good meanes to >'bee practiſed a- 
gainſt (1nfall a anger, are theſ« 'S 

Firſt, labour for inwardpurity. Let 
no raping uſt, or unmortified affeftion 
take place in your hearts, but bee yee 


throughly clenſed from all filthineſſe of 2 Cor.y, r 
the 


44 
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are,the more peaceable and quiet wil they 

be. From whence come warres ( cich 
lames) and fightings among you, come they 
not hence, even of your luſts that Wwarre mm 
Jour members : hee {yeakwh not of pub- 
like warreg berwixt nation and nation, 
but of private contention and dilagree- 

menr among Chriſtians : and he ſheweth 
that this ariſeth from mens corruptions, 


becauſe they doe not place the power of | 


godlineſſe i in their ſoules as they ſhould 
doe. I have knowne a Pecco of land, 


in which for many yeares together, | 


there hath growne thiſtles,thorns, bram- 
bles, and (uch unprofitable weeds, yet 
notwithſtanding through the husband- 

mans induſtry, {6 ſame afterwards hath 
broght forth great ſtore of graſs, E&grain: 
'So the heart of man, if it were once wel 
husbandred, we ſhould ſee then that out 
of it would grow the Herbe of Grace, 

which is love , long- ſuffering , Peace, 
gentlencile, meekneſle, &c. and the bir- 
ter roots of debates, envyings, wrathes, 


Nrifes, ſwellings, tumults, would, quits 


dic and periſh in it. Adortific therfore your 


mem- 


ea a 
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| members which are upon the earth, and ex- 

| erciſc your {elves to have alwayes a con- 

ſcience yoid of offence toward God,and 

| toward men: whatſoever you know wil 

pleaſe the Lord, doeit ; and whatſoever 

you Know will diſplea(lc the Lord,leavo 

it : and let it þee your Care evermore td 

walke before him in a courſe of univer- 

ſall kolineſle. Es | 
Secondly, acpraint thy ſelfe with God, Iob 22.2. 

| and bean carneſt and humble petitioner 

| unto him in the name of his Sonne for 

| grace and ſtrength againſt this corruption, 

; and allother : Every good gift (faich the Iamx:17, 

Apoſtle) is from above,and commeth down 

From the Father of lights, and hee hath ap- 

pointed prayer, as a meanes unto which 

hee hath tyed the procuring and obrain- 

Ing of thoſe neceflaty graces which hee Luk 11. 22 

| Intendeth to beſtow upon us. When E- Plal.140, 

 liphaz the Temanite(one which came of Hons BF 
Eſaus poſterity, as it is thought) beheld _ 

| thepreat unquietnelle of Iobs ſpirit, hee 

| apprehended preſently the caulc of 1c: - 

Thou (\aith he) reſtraineſt prayers before lob 15.4: 

Goa: as if hee had faid, Oh Iob, if thou 

| ddit more humble thy (oule in ſec: cr, Fal 
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once to thinke himſelfe a None- ſuch, wil | 


bee ſoone offended , if his judgement 


ſhould be oppoled, his authority negle- If 


Ctcd, his commandement croſſed, "Thee re- 


puration impeached , or any thing ſpo- 


ken or done, importing any undervalua- 


tion of his preſumed warth of himſclfe. 


As parents love moſt their own children 
becatile they begat them, how black and 
lll-favourcd focver : (o'the high- -minded 


evermore likes beſt his owne opinion, 


and will have it to ſtand;, like the lawes 
of the Medes and Parfans, becauſe ir is 
the brat, and beſtardly invention of his 
owne braine;, though the ſame prove 
many times the titter ruine of himlelfe, 
and othersalſo. 


Excellently for this purpoſe is Solo- 


mons proverb: He that is of a proud heart 


Pr0.23, 25 ſtirreth up firife : every thing mult bee as 
he willkave it, or<clfe there ſhall bee no | 


quietnefſe. Beware therefore of this idle 
and vaihte love of thy ſelfe : doe pot fin- 
fally contend , Tr the word ofGod 
ſtiould ſtoop unto thy judgement, bur 
rather renounce it, & be willing to have 


the ſame trycd aud cenlured þ y the 


Word :. 


Or, good conngell for it. 49 


word: men dos cary their corne unto 

the buſhell to bee meaſured, and their 
_ gold unto the ſcale to bee weightd; So 
letus to the laW, and to the test1mony : try Eſa.8,20, 
_ every thing in the ballance of the San- 
vary, and finding itto beare waight, 
hold it faſt againſt all humane reaſon 
whatſocyer. | 

Feurthly, make ſome delay and liule 

forbearance , before thou ſpeakeſt or 
doſt any thing. Hee that can doe this, 
ſhall find ſuch juſt cauſe of anger at him- 

ſelfe, that he will the ſooner forbeare to 
be angry at others. eA focles wrath (faith Pro.12.16 
the Wiſeman) ts preſently knowne , bus a | 
prudent man covereth ſhame : that is,he re- 
ſtraines the inward working,. and out- | 
ward uttering of his anger, which if it 
ſhould incontinently break forth, would - 
be a blot and reproach unto him. And to 

this tended the counſel of Athenodorus 

to Auguſtus,that whe he was angry he ſhold 
repeat over the Greck Alphabet, before he at- 
tempted any ſpeech or attio, Anſwerableto 

this was the practice of Socrates a Hea=s 

the in his time, 7 hadſmitten thee(ſaith he, 
ſpeaking to his ſeryant)bat that 7 was an= 
gy | E _- Fift» 
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the fleſh and ſpirit: the more holy men. 


arezthe more peaceable and quiet will they 
be. From whence come warres ( hirh 


lames) and fightings among yoms, come they 


not hence, even of your luſts that Wwarre w | 
your members : hee {yeaketh not of pub- 


like warrey berwixt natiun and nation, 


bur of private contention and dilagree- 
menr among C hriſtians : and he ſheweth 


that this ariſeth from mens corruptions, 
becaule they doe not place the power of 
godlineſſe i in their ſoules as they ſhould 
doe. I haye knowne : a pecco of land, 


in which for many yeares together, 
there hath growne thiſtles,thorns, bram- 
bles, and (uch unprofitable weeds, yet. 
notwithſtanding through the husband- 
mans induſtr ) hs ſame Ned, hath | 


broght forth great ſtore of graſs, &prain: 


"So the heart of man, if it were once wel 


husbandred, we ſhould ſee then that out 
of it would grow the Herbe of Grace, 


- which is love, long- ſuffering , Peace, 


gentlencile, meeknelle, &c. and the bit- 
ter roots of debates, envyings, wrathes, 


firifes, ſwellings, tumults, would. quirs 
dic and periſh 1 in it. Mortifie therfore your 


mem- 


—_— Sa 


an fl as = 
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members which are upon the earth, and ex- 
erciſe your ſelves to have alwayes a con- 
ſcience yoid of offence toward God,and 
toward men: whatſoever you know wil 
ploaſe the Lord, doeit ; and whatſoever 
you know will diſplealc the Lord,leave 
it: and let it þee your care evermore to 
walks before him in a courſe of univer- 
{all holineſfle. I | 
Secondly, acquaint thy ſelfe with God, Job 22.21. 
and be an carneſt and humble petitioner 
unto him in the nameof his Sonne for 
| grace and ſtrength againſt this corruption, | 
{ andallother : Every good gift (faich the Iam,n:17. 
Apoſtle) :5 from above,and commeth down 
Fom the Father of lights, and hee hath ap- 
pointed prayer, as a meanes unto which 
| hee hath tyed the procuring and obrain- 
Ing of thoſe neceflary graces which hee Luk rx. x2 
| | Intendeth to beſtow upon us. When E- Plal.140, | 
& liphaz the Temanite(one which came of Gen 
Eſaus poſterity, as it.is thought) beheld | 
the great unquietneſle of Iobs ſpirit, hce 
apprehended preſently the cauic of ic: 
Thou (laith he) reſtraineſt prayers before lob 15.4: 
Coa: asf hce had (aid, Oh Iob, if ihon _ 
didit more humbic thy foule in ſec: cr, Fal 
| U;>O{X 
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upon thy face, lapthy mouth i in the duſt, 
grow into diſlike with thy ſelfe for fin, 
and make thy heart to blecd with godly 
ſorrow ork thy affections would not 
be ſo diſordered, thou wouldſi not fall 
into theſe diſtempered ; In as thou 


doſt, thou wouldſt not be ſo paſſionate, 
and froward as thou arr, þut thou woul- 
deſt take up thy ſelfe from all ſuch evill 
Cariages, and have more patience under 
the Lords hand. Now what gracious 
Saint is there, but knoweth the truth of 
this very thing: for howſocyer ang 
times he befull of paſſion and anger, 6c 

reſolyeth in himſelfe to ſpeake this, and 
doc that apainſt his enemy, yet when hee 
comes to caſt himſelfe downe before the 


Lord, and to crave counſlell ard afſl1- 


ſtance of him, hee is forthwith changed, 
and findeth his heat and wraihfull de- 


fires removed , and purpoſeth now to 


 Ex.24+ 13 ſtand ſtill, and ſee the ſalyation of lehovah 


toward him. As corrupt humours are 


brought ferth our of the body, by the 
vertue and operation of phy Gck, ah Pg 


is taken into it, lo the (oule is cleanſed 


fre the filthie works ef the ſſh, which are: 


hatred, 


a 


LB) 
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hatred, variance,emnlations, &c. through Gal. 5.20, 
the daily exerciſe of ſacred prayer, which 
ih it is powerfully and fervently perfor- 
med, I uſe the word feryent,and power- 
| full, becauſe unto true prayer this neceſ= 
| ſarily is required ; {o ſaith the Apoftle,the 
effeCtuall fervent prayer of a righteous man lam, 16, 
| avatleth much. 
| Some things at firſt ſeeme. unto many 
to bealmoſi impoſſible to bee done, yer 
by putting on greater ſtrength, and going 
forward in it,thcy doc at laſt accompliſh 
 itto the full : Eycn ſo, howloeverthon 
doe not obtaine power over thy Juſts and, 
| finfull affections, at once, or twice (eek 
ing unto God for it,yet hold thine own, 
cleave faſt to him ſtill, goc forward inthy 


- | duty, and ftirre up thy ſelfe ro more car- 


neſtneſle and fervencic init; and bee aſf- 
{ured then, that thy requeſt ſhall be gran-= 
ted to thee, ſo farre forth as ſhall bee ro 
the glory of Gods great name,and tothe 
{lweet comfort and . truc peace of thy 
ſoule. OY 

 Thirdly,great.care muſt be taken,thar 
| NO Way be given to ſeſfe-conceits, and in- 
ward pride of heart: for hee that begins 


Once 
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once to thinke himſelfe a None- ſuch, wil 
| bee ſoone offender, Na his judgement 


ſhould be oppoſed, his authority negle- 
&ed, his commandement crofled, his: re- 
ry impeached , or any thing ſpo- 
en or done, importing any undervalua- 
tion of his preſumed warth of himſelfe. 
As parents love moſt their own chi ldren 
becauſe they begat them, how black and 
ill-fayoured focver: fo the high- minded 
everimore likes beſt his owne opinion, 
and will have it to ſtand', like the lawes 
of the Medes and Palaces, becauſe it is 
the brat, and baſtardly invention of his 
owne braine, chough the ſame prove 
many times the utter ruine of himſelf, 
and others alſo. 1 
Excellently for this purpoſe is Solo- 
mons proverb: He that 1s of a proud heart 


Pro:23, 25 ſtirreth up ſirife : every thing mult bee as 


he willkave it, or<lſe there ſhall bee no | 
quietnefſe. Beware therefore of this iele 


and vaitie love of tby ſelfe : doe not {1n- 


fully contend , = the word ofGod 
ſhould ſtoop unto thy judgement, but 
rather renounce it, & be willing to have 


the fame trycd aud cenſured þ y the 


void: 


F 
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word: men dos cary their corne unto 
the buſhell ro bee meaſured, and their 
gold unto the ſcale ro bee weightd ; So 
letus to the law, andto the tetimony : ily Eſa,8,20, 
every thing in the ballance of the San- 
&uary, and finding itto beare waight, 
hold it faſt againſt all humane reafo 
whatſocver. 
Feurthly, make ſome delay and little 
forbearance , before thou ſpeakeſt or a 
doſt any thing. Hee that can doe this, 2 
ſhall ind ſuch juſt cauſe of anger at him- 
ſelfe, that he will the ſooner forbeareto = 
be angry at others. eA fooles wrath (faith Pro.12.16 
the Wiſeman) ts preſently knowne , bus a 
prudent man covereth ſhame : that is,he re- 
ſtraines the inward working, and out- 
ward uttering of his anger, which if it 
ſhould incontinently break forth, would 
bea blot and reproach unto him. And to 
this tended the counſcl of Athenodorug 
to Auguſtus, that whe he was angry he ſhold * 
repeat over the Greck Alphabet, before he at- 
tempted any ſpeech or attis, Anſwerable to 
this was the praRtice of Socraics a Hea« 
the in his time, / had ſmitten thee(ſaith he, 
ſpeaking to his ſeryant)but that 7 was an= 
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VR) oo The right Way to Peace': 
$i. Fifrly,avoid occaſions of provocation, 
whether words, perſons,or thinps. This 
affection is as fire, take away the matter 
from fie, and it will ceaſe to burne: fo 
let a man ceaſe from multiplying of 
f words, and depart from the company of 
'*, Gen.27, The contentious, (as Iacob did from E- 
FP TA ſau, Abraham from Lot, and Ionathan 
' .Gen.r3. from his father) and he ſhall ſoone finde 
(i _ rage of his ſpirit gone from him. 
68h led Laſtiy, ſtop the beginning of it, for 
"i he that tak<th liberty, and uſerh to be a 
WV little angry, will not Keepe himſelfe at -} 
[£0 laſt from extremity : therefore follow 
WM. Solomons counlell,The beginning of ſtrife 
| * Pro:19,14 75 45 When one letteth out Water : therefore 
WW 26 leave off contention before it bee medaled 


{ome incentives or forceable motives to 
, hclpe you the better herein. 

( t Fiſt, a wrathfull man (by the Holy 
\Þ i Ghoſt) is noted fora wicked man: and 
= ſo much is ſer downe by the pen of Sc- 
| Pr0.6, 12, 1Omon in ſundry places: A naughty per- 
"or ſoa, a wicked man Wwalketh with a froward 


[i _ with, 
| hr  Thattheſe good meanes may profita- 
Was. bly be praCtilcd by you, I will Jay down 
\; 
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Or, Good (ounſe'l for it. FI 


month. Againe, Proud and hanghty ſcorner 2T. 24- 
is his name, Who dealeth in proud wrath. 29+ 30+ 
Seeft thou a man that is haFtic in his words, 

there 1s more hope of a ſoole then of him. The 

like in his Ecclefaltcs. Be not haſtie in thy Eccl.7. 9. 
ſpirit to be angry : the reaſon tollowes : 
for anger reſteth in the boſome of fooles. 
Hardly will any bedy beare the ignomi= 
| - niousand baſe title of a wicked perſon, 
; ofaſcorner,of a fool,or the like, yet the 
\ Lordputs itup6 tne froward generatio, 8 
they muſt bear it whether rhey wil or no. 


1 


v 


_ Ir will be objected, Oh we could ſtay Objett. 
our ſelves from wrath, and bee calme c- | 
nouwph, if wee were not proyoked by o- 
thers unto It. 

So alavage and wilde beaſt, if it bee a cy. 
not ſticred, will lye ftill in its denne,and 
a man may paſle by it (many times) with- 
out any danger. Ic doth therefore moſt 
plainly diſcover the true worke of Gods 
grace in our hearts, when wee+ can quiet 
our ſoules, .and patiemly refraine our 
ſclyves from all angry geſtures, birrer 
{peeches, and revengefull pra&tices, be- 
ing exceedingly, and yery much provyo- 
kd by others thereunto. 
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The right Way to Peace: 


Bar Gods beſt and deareſt ſervants 
| have many times becne angry, as Moles, 


Aaron, lob, Ionah, Paul, and others, 
how can this then bee an infallible eyi- 
dence of an unregenerate perſon ? 

Men are not to be judged by ſome few 
failings, but zccording to the generall 
courſe and tenour of their life, For there 
is no man Which liveth,and finneth not.Y et 
there is a great difference betwixt the 
godly, and the wicked in this thing, A 


ſheepe may fall into mire and dirt, but 


he takes no pleaſure to wallow and lye 
in it, but the {wine doth. So the Saints 
ſometimes doe fall into tranſgreſſion, 
bur they ſpeedily come out from it, and 
are in their ſoules nnfainedly grieved for 
it, and doe keepe a more firict and pre- 
ciſe watch over their hearts, to avoid all 
ſach infirmities for ever after. The angod- 
ly are not ſo, for the whole courſe of their 
Iife is evill continually: they ſeeke nor 
the death of their finnes , but rather (uf- 
fecth:mto have full power and abſolute 
dominion over them. Every one thar 
fails inro the (ca is not drowned, but 
thoſe which finke and remaine in it. So a 


NAN 


| With fire and brimſtone, in the preſence of - 


company, or reſident with the wilde 


wife of an enyieus and curſt diſpoſition. 


Oy, Good (onnſell for it. 3 Þ 
man may be angry, impatient, very haſty, 
&c. and yet by repentance eſcape eter- 
nall death. Contrariwiſe, ſuch as doe 
harden and hacten themſelves in malice, 
makea trade of it , hare to bee reformed, +1 
and cary the (inne downe with them to 
their graves, theſe ſhall drinks of the Wine 
of the wrath of God, and ſhall bee tormented 


the holy eAngels, and in the preſence of the 
Eambe for ever and ever. 
_ . Secondly, angry perſons are a oriefe 
and great vexaution,and hurt unto all ſuch 
as either live with them, or have occafi- 
on to meddle with them. We have So- 
tomons cſtimony for this alſo : 1t is bet- pro, 2x9. 
ter to aWel in 4a corner of the bouſe top, then [1 
with 4 brawling woman in a Wide houſe ; 8 
a litcle after he (aith, If is better to awell in veil. 19. 
the wilderneſſe, then with a contentions aud 
angry Woman. His mean'ng is, that a man 

ſhall have more comfort and good! con- 
tent,'to be cither al6ne, and withour all 


beaſts of the field, then to live with a 


ThePropher David could ſpeak by good 
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The right way to Peace : | 
experience, what a vexation and horrible 
miſeric it isto a man, to haye any thing 
to doe with outragious and turbulent 
people. This made him cry out as if a 
Knife had beene in his very heart : Woe 5s 
me that I ſojourne in Mefſech, that 1 dwell 
tn the tents of Keaar : My ſouie hath long 
awelt With him that hateth peace. Mclech 


Wn. 
| }; Gen. 10.2. was the ſonne of lapher,and Kedar came 
| if | 
4 ||Gen.25.13 of Iſmael: now under theſe two names 


he ſerteth forth the barbarous ciuclty of 
Saul apainſt him. As if he had ſaid, Oh 
I wiſh (if it were the will of God) that I 
might now lay downe thistarthly taber- 
nacle,for truly Iam alrogether weary of 


my life, and have in my icife no deſire at 


all co enjoy itany longer, in regard of 
the ſtrife and contention which 1s ſtill a= 
mong us. 

A wan in wrath is juſt liketo an ideot 
or foole, which hath fire in his hand : 
you know ſuch a one doth not care to 
whom he flings it, nor where it fals,nor 
who is burnt with it.Right fo,the otner, 
nec ſpares no body, but withour difte- 
rence flycth upon fricnds,as well as foes, 


yea he will not ſpare the ruth ir ſelfe, if 


It 


YO" 
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Or, Good Connſell for it. 


it be againſt his purpoſe, nonor GOD 


himſclfe neither:as we may ſec in Ionah, 


hets angry to death at God for ſparing Ni- 
miveh, And what ſhall I more ſay? hce 


wilnot{; pare the unreaſonable creatures; 
witnelle the poore A(s,beaten by Balaam 
in his anger. It may well be called a blind 


thing, and a ſhort fury, as differing in no- 
thing from plaine madnelle, but time 


onely, the one being mad for a fit, the 
other al wales, | 
T his hath its name from hear, from 


the gathering of blood about the heair, 


from a deſire of revenge, a ruſhing out, 
Ec. and well it may, for in uwruth in 
whom it reignes, it makes the perſon{o 


wichout God in the world,empry of true 
grace, and io capable of cycry finfull 


temptation, that hee becomes wholly 
void of all good rifpett of himfcife,and 
every way bent to the hurt of others, 

| Thirdly, this opens a gap, and makes 
a plaine way for other linnes. Never 
hath Satan a fitter time to worke even 
his owne will, and malicious purpolſein 
men, th:n when hee findes in them this 


great wickednefle, 4# angry man ſtir- 


E 4 reth 
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| ala 0 —- The right Way to Peace 
lth | Pro. 29, 22 Yeth up ſtrife ; and a furious man aboundeth | 
Fo  - - #n tranſgreſſion. Examples for this wee 
i k hi have in Cain, Saul, Haman, &c.they gave 
wt  placeto wrath, and what followed?*they 
felt afterwards came to be the very vaſſals of 
5.73" the devill : they became (1 ſay) monſters, 
"Ir wonſrous monſt-rs, I cannot tell what 
| "'y to call them, muiderers, and enemics of 
33 all cighteouſaciſe, If dung bee fuffered 
Es ro lye long cither in ſtreets, or houles, 
Þ i you know many noylome and hilthie 
| 5 © wormeswillbreedinit. To what can[ 
FT: bf liken anger fitter, then to a dung-hull ? 
pl res for indecde out of it proceedeth even 
Ther hh | {warmes and multitudes of uncleane and' 
$f 0h hatefull ſinnes ; What wickegnceſle is it, 
| NE which men in rage are not prone unto ? 


I cell you, this ſinne never goeth alone, 
bur ſhee is alwayes accompanied with 
whole troopes of other curicd vices: as 


ht the branches and limbes of trees are nou=. 
h riſhed by the vertue which cometh from 
Li (inſt the roor, ſo this giveth {as it were) food. 
of | | and nouriſhment unto other. impieties, 
F040 the which would otherwiſe even (tarye, 
181::1 dic,and perithin the heart, 
is ki | | Fourthly, this exceedingly mY 
TIT £60 che 


Or, Good Counſell for it. 57 
the perſon himſelfe, for he carieth with 
him his 6wne executioner, cyen a ſccret 
fire in his breaſt, ro deſtroy himſelfe ut- = 
rerly withall. Where brethren dWell toge- Þſal. 133. 
ther in unity,there is promiſed the bleſſong L.3. 
of life : this is not to bee underſtood of 
long life, but of life which is cheerfull, 
and comfortable : now ſuch as doe live 
otherwiſe, they ſhall have no life, that is, 
no joyfull life, they ſhall live indeed, but . 
how ? in bitternefle and miſcrie, ina hell ** 
(as it were) upon carth : So that their ſoule Tob 7.15. 
chooſeth ſtrangling and death\, rather then 
lift. We havea moſt worthy example for 
this in Harman, I will ſect down his own 
words, ſpoken unto his wife & friends : 
And Haman told them of the glory of his Eſt,g.1x, 
richcs, and the multitude of his children,and 12.13. 
all the things Wherein the King had promo- 
ted him, aud how hee had advanced him a- 
, boye the Princes, and ſervants of the King. 
Haman ſaid moreover, yea, Ether the 
Queenc did let no man come in With the 
King unto the banquet that ſhe had prepa- 
red, but my ſelfe ; and to morrow am Þf invi- 
ted unto her alſo with the King. Yet all this 
| availeth nothing, ſo long 43 1/ee LM ns 
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5L The right way to Peace : 
the Tew fitting at the Kings gate. As if hee 
had (aid, I cannot take any pleaſure ci- 
ther in my preferment,authority, wealth, 
wifc, or children, or is there any One 


|| df thing in all the world, which gives con- 
EM rent unto mee, In regard of the malice 


hi which I beare co Motdecai,and have not 
j " revenged my ſelfe yet upon him. For the 
| like purpoſe ſpeaketh Solomon : Who 


Y 7 9 23 [0 keepeth his mouth, and his tongue, heep- 


108 12, 13, eth his ſorele from troubles. So againe, The 


| , _ . wickedisſuaredby the ranſureſſ on of his 
Mo | tips. He ſheweth by the metaphor which 
here is uſed, thar as beaſts and birds are 
1 taken in the pits,and nets,and other ſuch 


| 0:5 6 {ccret traps, which the hunter layeth for 
| WR _. them: ſo fcowardnefle of ſpeech is many 
$4 '**  Timesa chiefe cauſe unto men of their 


manifold miſeries, and overthrow. 


1 Pro.22, 24 communion of the Saints: e Make zo 


nt NEDINSIEE ES £05 ner es 


man : and With a furious man thoy ſhalt not 


| 
| goe : and he gives two good reaſons for 
\ | BF» it, Leſt thou learn his Wayes, and get aſnare 
4 to thy ſoule : This place {peciaily concerns 
Nj" a ſpirituall Covenant , and the duty here 
h 
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| no nor that which was cleane, having a ble-* 
| mijn upon it. Here we may fee how farre 
| the Lords ſervants muſt bee from buil- 
| ding up this ſpirituall houſe and Temple of 


BE 


Or, Good Counſel for it. 59 
charged upon true belecvers, is,to keepe 
out from the Lords SanQtuary all ſuch 


| unholy, impure, and evill perſons: for 
| howſoeyer the doore to idolatrous af- 
 ſemblies is like the way to hell, broad, pro. g.15. 


and all may center; viz. every rayler, talc- x6. 


| bearer, backbirer , murderer, &c. yet 

| Gods houſe muſt be otherwiſe lookt un- 

| to, for the very way wnto it is called holy, x#4.45.8. 

- | and the uncleane Canaanite may not enter Zac.14+- 2k 
| therein.. The materiall Temple (which 19*#8+ J7- 
| was but a type of this) we reade to bee 
| built from the very foundation of coftly x5.18. 
ſtones, of Cedars, firres,and the like choice, g 6,7. 


Rev.21.2T 
x King. 6, 


and ſpeciall trees, and thoſe all prepared 


beforehand, hewed and perfeit for the buil-'2 Chron. x 


| ding, (v that neither hammer, nor axe,nor 8.9: 
| any toole of tron Was to be heard um the houſe 


in the building of it. By the gates of the houſe 2 Chron. 


|} Were porters ſet, that none that Was uncleane 23-19e 


in any thing, ſhould enter in: upon the Al- Levit. 22, 


tar there might be offered no uncleane hea#t, W_ 7.17 


God, the Church (whereof the materiall = 


Temple | 


> ior att. ante ten. OED ac 


60 =” right way to Peace : 
| Temple was but a carnall ſkew) with any 
openly wicked, and viſibly unholy peo- 


ple, as maligners,  envyers, wranglers, | 
8&c. Oh God forbid, I ſay, and far bee) 


it from them, to prepare his Majeſty a 


houſe to dwell in, with ſuch rubbiſh and | 


rif-raffc,or to defile his holy things with 
ſuch uncleane perſons , or to offcnd his 
noſtrels with the ſtench of ſuch facri- 
fices. | 
Objet, Buttheſeby the preaching of the word 
and other good meanes, may beeturned 
fromtheir vaine converſation,after they bee 
taken members into the Church of 


Chriſt. 


Anſw. The true converts mentioned in the| 


pra Acts, were inwardly in their ſoules un- 
hat. Un faincdly hambled for theic ſinnes, and 
outwardly ſincerely reformed in their 


manner.and order of life, before they} 
were received into the holy covenant and| 


fellowſhip of the Goſpell of Chriſd,by yvolun- 
tary & publike profeflion of their faith; 
For asit were a ridiculous, and a very 

idle thing, to ſcrup a houſc with ſtone 
and wood, and afterward to coive with 
axes,lawes, hammers,8&c.to hew, (i yy 

| an 
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Or, Good (ounſell for it. 


and cut the ſame: no leſle yaine, yea, and 


| moſt ſinfull a thing js it, to take any into 
| Gods building, and afterward to Prepare 


and fit him for it, 


Sixtly , thefe perſons God cannot a- 
| bide, but they and their ations alſ{o,arc 


odious and moſt harcfull in his ſight. 


61 


Hereunto agreeth the words of Ms: Th 7s 


| mon, The froWard is an abominationto the Pr0.3.32. 
| Lord. Againe, The froward month doe I 8. x4. 


hate. If it bee a miſeric and great crofle II, 20, 


| unto a man(as indeed it isno leſs )to have 


«| againſt him the diſpleaſure and horrible 


wrath of an earthly Pcince, oh then how 


much more js it a croſle, yea a curſe of. 


curſes, to lye under the dreadfull anger 
of the cternall God: for howſoever the 
Kings of the earth can puniſh their ad- 
verfarics very much, yet it is nothing to 


| Whatcaſlcſlc and endlefic judgements the 
| hand of God is able to inflict. 


Seventhly, men ſhall never profit by 
hearing of the word, unleſſe this (infull 
affe&tion be in ſome good meaſure mor- 
tified in them. The husbandman may 


ſow his field with good leed, yetif hee 


Take not firſtaway the weeds and thorns _ 
which. 


Ree DE ee 
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Or, Good Connfell for it. 
which grow there, hee never ſhall reape 
benefit of his labour : now what is anger 


bur a pernicious weed inthe heart, and 


which will till hinder the powerfull 6- | 


peration of cyery ſacred ordinance of | 


God, unleſle {ca{onably it be rooted our. 
Peter therefore oives us this exhortati- 


and hypocriſi6s,and envies, andevill ſpeak- 


ings: as new-borne babes deſire the ſincere 


milke of the Word, wat ye may grow thereby. 


And to this purpoſe alſo it is thar lames | 
Fam,1.19. ſpeaketh : Let every man be ſwift to heare, 


low toſpeake, and ſlow to Wrath. When 


hearers doc once beare a ſecret hatred in 
their hearts againſt the teachers perſon, 
they reccive not then his wholeſome 
doctrine with any good aft<cion,neither 


do they rake that care which they ſhould | 


doe, to bring forth in their converſation 
the fruit of ir. Many excellent and hea- 
venly inſtructions did our Saviour give 
to the Scribes and Pharifies, one would 


| haye thought that his gracious words 
ſhould have turned ther fromevery evill | 


way, tO righteous and {fincere courles : 


* Luk. 16,14 but they derided him, and raiſed up many 


vile 


$24 nd 


| IPet.2, 1.2o0n: Laying aſide all malice, and all guile, | 
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| his doctrines and miracles, becauſe of the 


| | they caried to his perſon. 


| | cher would ſpeak to us of other things. 


| | fortarthe laſt day,that they ſhall not bee 


| ſhewed unto them, 


The right way to Peace: 63 
vile flanders , and blaſphemies againſt 


| | unreaſonable and deadly hatred which 


Wee cannot endure to heare ſuch do- Obje&. 
| Arine as is preſſed home earneſtly againſt 
our fins, but we are much offedcd at ir, 8 
| doe therefore rather defire that the Preas 


It is required in Stewards that a mats bee nſw, x. 
fiund faithful: now a ſpeciall point of 1 Cor.4.2. 
this faithfulneſſe confiſteth in ſhewing 12+ 58. 7+ 
| the people their ſinnes : for they muſt nor 
either for hope,or love, or feare, or any 
other worldly reſpe, forbeare any one, 
or deale partially in teaching the way of 
God: their Sermons muſt be like nnto 
a cleare glaſſe, wherein every one may lee 
his owne ſpots and deformities : and if 
this coutle finde not acceptation with 
them, yet this ſhall be the miniſters com- 


able to charge him with the blood of. 
their ſoules,and ſay that they would have 
done otherwiſe, if the ſame had becne 


Againe, there is no better way to ſup- Anſw.2. 
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preſſe mens corruptions,then ſearching- 


ly, piercingly,& powerfully to ſet againſt 
them with the word of God. For as Lot 
would not goe out of Sodom, till fire 
and brimſtone was ready to fall about 
his cares, ſoit is a very hard thing to 


draw men or women from pride , un- 


cleanneſle, covetouſneſle, malice,deceit, 
&c. except the Preacher cry aloud, 


ſpeake with a full rhroat, as the Hebrew 


word lignificth, take up a bold and va- 
liant ſpicir, and mightily apply the ter- 
rible judgements. of God cloſe to the | 
conſcience, Metall you know will not 
worke without fire: old and deep ſores 
arc notto be let out with the point of a 
pin, but ic muſt bee launced, and fetchr 
out by ſome more ſharp and ſtronger in- 
ftcament : Right ſo for the thing in hand, 
when wee mcet with impudent finners, 
{uch as think to outface us,count ir their | 
orace that they arc praceleſle, people of 
ſecly and ſtony hearts; certainly then,, 
there is no way in the world to draw out 
their corruption,. and to recover the 
health of their ſoule, but tro take the 
knife of the Law , 'and cut deepe upon 

| cheic 


Or, Good {mTnſell for it. 65 


their conſciences, lay all their fins down 
before their faces, prove it unto them by 
| | the word of God, that except the: e be a 
| | giving Over, A foilaking, and cealing 
| | fromall iniquity, a finceie, found, and _ 
conſcionable endeavour , to walke inall Luk,n.6. if 
| the commandements and ordinances of the | 
Lord, blameleſſe: they ſhall inde no com= 
. | fort in death,no metcy in judgement,no 
| happineſle in heaven, bur will be turned 
downe from the preſence of God, from 
the throne of the Lambe, from the glo- 
, | rions ſociety of Saints and Angels, into 
. | the blackneſſe of darkneſſe for ever. 
. Eightbly, it interrupts our prayers, 
. and hinders us of many excellent and 
_| ſweetbleſlings. - Hence it is that wee are 
| <xhorted by the Apoſtle, ro pray every- 
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"| Where, lifting up holy hands without wrath 
: and doubting, The Lord by theQrophet | 
c| laab, fengeth to rebellious Tudab this 


. forrowfull and uncomfortable mcflage : 

| When you ſpread forth) your hands, 1 Will 1g,,xx0, 
hide mine eyes from you 3 yea, when ye makes 
many prayers I will not heare : your hands 
are full of blood, It a murdetcr feekwg 
pardon 0i the King , ſhould preſumpru- 
oully 
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The right Way to Peace : 


ouſly goe unto him, with tac blood of | 


the f{laine in his hand : there would not 
be granted any mercy to him. Now to 
have wrath, malice, dcfire of revenge, 


&c. in our hearts, and to rake them with | 
us when wee goe to the Lord, to crave | 


forgivencſle and pardon of finne, what 


herein doe we lefle, then cary with us the | 


very blood of the {laine:and the truth is, 
in (ach acaſle there is no hope of any gra- 
cious hearing at all. 


To the like purpoſe are the words of 


Chriſt: 1f ye forgive not men their treſpaſſes, 


neither will your heavenly Father forgive 
your treſpaſſes.Men may howl upon their | 


beds, and cry for mercy to the Lord till 
their hearts ake, bur ſurcly their ſinnes 
ſhall ever remaine faſt bound upon them, 


unle(lc they doe willingly paſte by each 


others affences,and in the whole courſe 


of their life openly expreſle the ſincere 


fi airs of brotherly love one to another. 
Laſtly, this finne leadeth unto eternall 
death :lo much the Apoſtle teſtifieth, for 
he calls it @ Worke of the jleſh : and all ſuch 
herein as doe dic impenitently, they ſhall 
not {laith he) inherite che kingdome of God. 
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Or, good conngell for it. / 67 
Iam perſwaded there is no one among 
us of {uch an evill heart, as to count hell | 
fire for a fable, bur rathcr we doe all be- 
leeve, that Tophet is ordained of old, hee Eſaszo, ult, 
hath made it deepe and large, the pile there- 
of 15 fire, and much wood, the breath of the 
Lord , like a flreame of brimſtone , 
doth incl it. The damned in this place 
maytoare long enough, but God will 
not heare themzthey way ſigh & mourne 
their fill, but his eyes will nor pity then. 
Oh the woes,the woes,the Woes, which now 
(moſt unhappy creatures) they are in! 
Lord,whoisable to reckon up their pre- 
ſent miſeries ! For.if ir be ſo grievous a 
thing to have a diſcaſe or ſicknefle a little 
while in ſome one part of the body, oh - 
then bow much more grievous is it, when 
the whole body, aud the ſoule alſo ſhall 
unto perpetuity endure all kindes of mi- 
ſeries and plagues whatlocyer : fee- il | 
ing then itis fo, What manner of perſons 2 Pert.z.rx i l | 
ought ye to bee, in all holy converſation and 
godlineſſe ? As ever you make account to. 
clcape this great condemnation, learne 
then, and practife allo that wholeſome. 
and guod leflon which is giyen to you 
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The right Way to Peace : 
by the Apoſtle: Let all bitterneſſe,& wrath, 
and anger, and clamonr, and evill ſpeaking, 
be put aWay from you, With all malice : and 
be ye kinde one to another, tender-hearted, 


forgiving one another, eve as God for Chriſts 
fake hath forgiven you. 
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Secondly, this doctrine ferveth for 
matter of inſtruction, and ſo it concerns 
1, the time now preſent: 2. the time 


j 
| 
gb; 

I R, which is tro come, Sceing among all the 
bi particular vertues required in Chriſtians, 
We! a holy accord, and godly agreement be- 
W028 tweene them(clves is a (peciall vertue, 
0070 ' and chiefly to be laboured for, we have 
Þ6.oth here then great cauſe miniſtred to us of 
ſound humiliation. Oh how well may 
nhl. the ſcalonablc doGttine of this day ſerve 
| 861 to pricke our hearts, wound our con- 
| Mea ſciences, grieve our foules, and cauſc us 

1 Dan.9,5.7 to fayin the words of Daniel, Wee have 


have done Wickedly, and have rebelled,even 
by departing from thy precepts, ana from 
thy judgements. O Lord, righteouſneſſe be- 
longeths nto thee, but unts 5 belongeth Com + 
S fuſton of face, and it is thy mercies Vee are 
(.'" Plal.51. 1. z0t conſumed, et have compayſion .upon 
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finned, and have committed iniquity, and * 
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reproaches.wece all lyc under, in regard 


Or, Good:Connſell for it. 


us, O God,according to thy loving kindneſſe 

according to the multitude of thy tender mer- 

cies blot ont our tranſgreſſions. No doubt 

but it pierced the very foule of David, 

when it was brought unto him by: the 

Prophet Nathan,thar he had(by his adul- 

tery and murder) given great occaſion to 2 Sam.n2. 
rhe enemies of the Lord to blaſpheme. Itis 4+ 

not unknown unto you; what manifold: 


of our former differences, and how' for 
this very thing many have ſeemed the 
[cle to regard the holy way of God. Oh 
therefore let our cyes now trickle down 
with rivers of waters, and let us put on 
Davids affection , even lay our {cives in 
daſt and aſhes, k'[=the yery ground with 
@ur tnouthes, fill heaven ang earth with: 
our:prayers, and humbly delice the Fa- 
ther of our'Lord Ileſus Chriſt ro pardon 
unto us all our treſpalles-whatloever.” 
And that this duty may bee well per- 
formed,there are theſe few things whick 
you tmuſt practiſe neceſſarily. | | 
Firſt, confider your owne Wayes. Call {© pſa. rn *. 
remembrance, how in ſuch a place, at 59. 
{auch a li_ge and in {nch a.company,'you ._ 
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The right Way to Peace : 


exceedingly offended God, your owne 
conſcience, and the conſciences of your 
brerncen, (either by faiſe reſtimony, un- 
chriſtian ſpeeches, cruell uſage, or the 
Iike.. What makes the poore patient cry 
out for the Phy{1tians help rowards him? 


- 1s.it not becanſe of the ſenſe and feeling 


which he hath of the diſcaſe upon him ? 
ſo, the more a man poeth over with his 
linnes, and comes to have a ſenſible ap- 
prehenſion of them, the more will his 
face be filled with ſhame, his heart with 
ſorrow, and he earneſtly ſceke for mercy 
at Gods hand. A fivgular example for 
this wee (ee in Peter. 
Marke thus writeth of him ; ed the ſe 
cond.time the (,ocke crew : and Peter called 
to minde the Words that leſs {aid to him, 
Be forethe Cocke crow twice, thou ſhalt deny 
me-thrice. And When he thought thereon he 
Wept. So ſoone as ever hee came. te.ſce 
theſihne, his ſoule preſently feil a blee- 
ding for it. 

Secondly, there HE” be free could 


_- lion, and: voluntary acknowledgement 


"Wal 


F ' made of all your finnes unto Almighty 
' k Pro, 28. T; God. Hee that covereth his ſmngs (faith 
W" 
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+ | oainſt himſelfe, and ſhew particularly c- 
| very fault which he knowes by himſclfc, 
| the (ooner for this-ſhall he be {er ar; lib<r- 


Solomon) ſhall not proſper: but Who ſo con- 
| fiſſeth and forſaketh them, ſhall have mercy, 


full and juſt to forgive u4 our ſinnes, and to 
cleanſe us from all unrighteouſneſſe. In ea th- 


diſlike with it, and with our {clves alto 


Or, Good (onnſell for it. 71 | 
| 


Hereunto accordeth the (aying of Saint 
Ilohn : 1f we confeſſe onr ſinnes, he 1s faith- , loh.z, g. 


ly courts, confeſſion of rretpalles {tan- 
deth actually and in ful force againſt the 
oftendour for his condemnation : and- 
hence is that proverb, Confeff: and bee 
hang d. But inthe high and moſt righte- 
ous Court of heaven, itis altogether 6- 
therwiſe, for ths more a man doth there 
lay open his failings, beare witneſſe a- 


tie and acquitted, yea and the greater 

comfort, quietnefie, and peace ſhall hee 

finde in his owne foulc, as appearcth 

plainly in the caſe of David. Plal. 32.3. 
Thirdly, there muſt bce in us godly 4:5: 

ſorrow for {inne-: wee muſt grow intoa 


forthe doiog of ic. This the Apoſile | 
Lames teacheth, Bee aff;fFed, and mourne, lam. g.9. || 
a1 w.epe : let your laughter be turned to | 
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The right way to Peace : 
mourning, and your joy to heavineſſe. If a 
childe atter {ome fault committed, doe 
fall downe at the fect of his father, hold 
up his hands;aud with many bitter tears, 
deepe lighes, and carncit cries, crave up - 
on his knees the forpivenelle of it, .you 
know how the buwcis of a loving fa- 
ther will yerne in {uch a caſe towards his 
chiide, and he is ready 0 prant the petl- 
tion to the full upto him; The Lord, as 
the good Prophct Micah ſaith, delighteth 
in mercy. | pray mai x2 it well,that which 


one iakes dl ght in, he will caſily be ins | 


treated to doc, now God takes dclight 


_ to ſhew metcy, it is not Hg his naiure, 


aS it is for a co. etous malf ro bþe bounti- 


Full ; and therefore if wee goe unto him 


with humble and broken hcarts, and car- 
nelt'y doe dceftiie the forgivenclle and 
pardon of all our tlinnes. No doubt ihen 
bur wee ſhall obraine this grace and fa- 
vour of him. When Benhadab the Sy- 


1120 Ring, overcome by Ahab King of 


I{racl, was out of all hope for any (afcty, 
at lait ty the good counſcll of his ler- 
vants, he put himſclfe and his company 
un fack-cloath, with ropes about their 
necks, 
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Or, Good Connſell for it» - "Fs 
| necks,thinking by humbling themſelves 
before the King,to obtain pardon, which 
came to palle accordingly. If therefore 
' men in hope of obtaining mercy , will 
humble themſclves to them, of whom 
they haveno promiſe that they ſha]l pro- 
cure any thing, how much more then 
ought wee to doe it, which have ſo ſurs 
promiſes of good ſucceſle ? and if mercy 
were obtained of men, in whom there is 
ſcant a drop of thar pitie and compaſſion 
which is ſea-full in the Lord, we may be 
fully perſwaded, that wee ſhall not miſſo 
of itat his hand: andif one adverſary 
will expect {@ much atthe hand of ano- 
ther, we mayithen with farre more con- 
fidence and greater allurance, looke for 
it at the hand of the Lord, to whom wee 
are already reconciled by the blood of 
his deare Sonne. 

The uſeof this point, for the time to 
come, is, that wee keepe the unitie of the Eph.4-3. 
Spirit in the bond of peace: and doe now {1 
beat our ſwords unto plough-ſhares, and our Mica. 4.4. i 
ſpeares into pruwing hookes: lo that we way 1M 
not hcreaficr ether hurt or deſtroy in all Ita,n1, 9. 
Vods holy mountaine. The layin o common= 
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The right way to Peace : 
Dulce bel- ly is, They defire Warre Which never tryed it |, 


But wee have knowne by former expe- 


rience, the miſcry and great evill of it, 
ard therefore(as a burnt childe)we ſhould 
alwaics fearc it, and endeavour by all 


Heb, 13, x, good meanes, that brotherly love may con- 


tinue. Alas, my brethren, what will it | 


profit us, outwardly to ſeparate onr 


{=lves from all the Antichriſtian and falſe | 


waycs of the world, unleſle inwardly al- 


x Pet.2.1r 10, we doc wholly ſeparate from fleſhly 


luſts, which warre againſt the ſoule : Thole 
therefore whom God hath freed from 
the bondage and power of Popery, 


ſhould ſtrive to free themſelves alſo fis | 


all inward corruption , leſt allowing 


themſelves in any ſinne, the Lord in juſt 
Wrath doe give them up to the pollu- 


tions of the world againe. The truth is, 
a man can have no true comfort but in full 
obedience. From hence ggilcth the feeling 
allurance which wee have of Gods free 
favour to usin Ieſus Chriſt, A thiefe 
cares not where he holds a man, ſo hee 


may kecpe him faſt, and cob him of his 


money : it is all oneto the Devill whe- 


z#her he holds men in the world by the 


{inne 


Ln id C 


Or, Good Connſell for it. 


{ [finne of idolatry, adultery, drunkennes, 
uſury, &c. or in the Church, by conten- 
tion, enyy, wrath, &c. ſo he may ſurely 
baye them under his dominion & power, 
and utterly deſtroy their poore ſoules. 
Oh thercfore ler us not preſume againſt 
the Lord in the leaſtthing, neither make 
any tranſgreſſion ſmall in our eyes,as the 
manner of ſome is: But ſecing weo are 
(chrovgh the grace of God given nnto 
us) elcaped the bonds of unrighteouſ- 
nefle, and haye planted our feet in the 
Lords houſe, ſct us then,-I: ſay, feare 
him, and his righteous judgements, la- 
bour to keepe our hearts tender againſt 
ſinne, makeftraight ſteps unto him, and 
walke.peaccably together, in that light 
and liberty which Chriſt hath ſo dearly 
purchaſed for us with his owne precious 
blood. TRE AT Ht | 
But I am more given to contention 
and ſtrife, thento any ſinne beſide. 
Happy art thou, that knoweſt thine 
 owne eſtate ſo well; now it: muſt be thy 
great carc to keepe a ſpirievall watch 
the more over thy heart. Whena city is 
bcſieged, itis the wiſdogne of rhepeople 
| | No 
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The right way to Peace : 


to ſer there the ſtrongeſt guard and beſt 
wunition, where the wall about the Ci- 
ticis weakeſt: fo when a man comes to 


fee wherein lyeth his moſt weakneſle, 


he there ſhould fer the greateſt ſtrength 


for his owne preſervation againſt the des | 


vill: and indecd this very practice ſhew- 
cth the ſincerity and power of grace that 
3s. in us, when our ſpeciall finne is unto 
-us cauſe of our {peciall forrow : when 
we atc, I lay, moſt humbled for it, and 
doc uſe all the: good meanes which wee 
know to: haye the inward man of the 
Heart throughly,cleanſed from the ſame. 
The hypociire, howſoever he ſtudicih 
to ſceme good, and caries with him a 
great ſhew of holineſſe before men, yet 
there is one (ore oc other whick he will 
not endure ſhall be opencd, that the cor- 
ruption of it ſhoald be drawne out: but 
a perfect man ſtriverh againſt: his deareſt 
ſ1nnes, he is dilplcaſed with. them, they 
are a burdcn unto nim,and he ſighes and 


prones undcr the burden of them, and 


taboureth daily what hee can to lubdue 
them in him. 
"Bux it is our duty ro toad for the faith, 
and 
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The right way to Peace: T7 
and to ſhew our zeale againſt ſinne, and 
to uſe courage and boldneſle of ſpirit 


| for the gloty of God, 


Yet all this m#ſt be done in love, and no- Anſw. x 
thing through ſtrife or vaine glory : and we Phil.2.z- 
ſhould rather ſecke by gentleneſle and 
meekneſſe, each others welfare, then 
through bitter, harſh, and froward 


ſpecches provoke either brother or ſiſter .- .-- + 


to offend God. If there bee ſomething 
amiſle in the building, he that is wiſe will. 
take ſuch care to amend the fault, as 
that the houſe ſhall ſtand everths? 
leſle. 
I pray let us looke well to this ching; Note, 


| That we doe not at any time pull downe the 


Whole building upon our heads, by inconſi- 
derate, raſh, and prepoSteroms ſeeking the 
reformation of one ſtone or two. 

Againe, take heed leit Satan Joe Anſw.2, 
circumvent you. He1scalled in the ho- 
ly tongue Nachaſh, of his ſubriltic, and 
it is not caſte for ail men to'cſpic it, for 


indeed hee hath: many thouſand crafry 


wayes to diaw you into his (nare, unlctic 
you be exceeding wiſe to preyent him 
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The right Way to Peace: 


he cares not : what names men giveto 
their ſins, let coverouſle be called thrift, 


drunkenes good fellowſhip , pride | 


hanſomeſle, wrath zcale,contention,ſin- 
ceritic, tuſh , tuſh, all this troubles him 
not ajot. So long as they walke in the 


praQice of theſe- filthy impictics,and hee | 


kepe ſtill the poſleflion of them. 


As all vices vſe to clothe theſelves with | 
the habit of vertues, that ynder thoſe li- | 
veries, they may get countenance & find | 


the more free pallage in the world : fo 


eſpcciallie in theChurch,cruelty,oppreſ: | 


ſion, tyrany , &c. doc preſent themſelves 


' vnder this coulour taking vp apretence 


of ſtrictnes,conſcience, putitic of Gods 
worſhip. &c. aSa meanes of meere ad- 
vantage , togoc thebetter forwardin 
evil, moſt vnrightcous courſes. Never 
would the fiſh ſwallow downe the 


hooke into her belly, if there were not] 


a bait put uponir, Every deceitful] wor- 


ker knowes wel enough. That very few | 
would eyer be hooked-in to joyne hand | 
with him, in vnwarrantable and injurl- | 


ous ations , if there were not a golden 
ſhew outwardlic made of ſom great 


good 


AMES ad no 


"By Or, Good (onnſell for it. 79 
good to be done by it: butthis courſe at 

laſt will certainlie prove bitternes. For 
| God will unmaſke the faces of ſuch 
| curſed deccivers , and their blackneſle 
then ſhall be evident unto all men. 
As men count that wrong the worſt, 
which is done to them under a coulor of 
love, and amitic,and doe cycrmore hate 
ſuch perſ6s moſt. So the Lord he judge- 
ath them ſinns the greateſt , which are 
| committed vnder a pretence of religion, 
pietic,holineſſe,&c. and abhorreth moſt 
of all ſuch people, yea and will lay vpon 
them heauyeſt plagues and torments. 

 Sceing a holy,and godly accord is ſo Queſt. 
neceſlaric a duty, what is the reaſon the, 
there is ſuch litle peace. among men and 
fo great contention allmoſt eycry where? 

The hinderances or ſpeciall lets vnto Anſwer, 

holy peace are theſe : Firſt ralebearers, 1 Let. 


1hele evil creatures, have their name de- Ragal fr6 


'rived from the foote , becaulc they are 

allwayes going to and fro , prying and 

| ſpying,and carying tales, and ruwors,to 

| ferfolke together by the cares. This is. 

wel ſhewed bySolomen in his proverbs. 
Where no wood 1s , there the fyer goeth out 


| 


Pro,26.20 
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GA « 54 2 of a mad dog is not halfe ſo helpleſle, 


$0. -—Qn. Good Connſell for it. 
| ſo where there is no tale-hearer the 
ſtrife ceaſeth. Likewiſein another place 
of the fame booke a whiſperer ((aith he) 
Chap.16. ſeparateth chiefe friends. Satan indeed fo 
28, | ſets their rongues on fyre that all manner 
of malitious and murdering (peaches are 
vttered by them. Oh their mouth is a 
' very moth unto the good name of their 
neighbours, wel doth the ſcripture com- 
pare their tongue, to the poyſon of aſpes, to | 
— araſor, to a ſcorpion , and greedie vipour 
for the many wounds , bloodſheds, and 
cruel murders which are made by ir. Sun-| 
dry {overaigne medicines the Chicurgian 
can preſcribe , againſt diſeaſes, bur he 
knowes not how in the world to heale 
Adverſus the wounds of a ſlaunderer. For the biting 


and ad 


OV 


FOTO TY 


mor 
non efſe re. dangerous,and incureable. By the Lewes 


medium, thelcare ſaid to have a threefould tongue 
becauſe , by bringing vp a falſe report 

they hart three there with , the fiſt 

ſtroake lights ypon him to whom they 

tell it,and he is made. uncharitabic by it. | 

the ſecond fals vpon hi that is {launde- 

red, and his good names blotted by it. 

The laſt and preatteſt is on the perion o 

| | TG 


i ——_— 


 Y ban, A a+» 


_ and poets about with tales : and how- 


Or, God (ounſell forit. $1 


the falſe reporter himſcIfe,and he with- 

out repentance draweth vpon his ſoule 

for it, the heavy curie of God for ever. 

The holy Ghoſt comparcth theſe people p x3 

to petty chapmen or pedlers, who carry (pi- from 

ces or other things abour, ſelling in one Rokel 

place , and buying in another. So thoſe ae wang ji 6 

buſie bodies goe from houſe ro houſeto x:ech. '279, WM 

gather up lies & tales: and to tell againe, 15. i 

and vent in one place what they have re= As pe: 
orion | 20,89. || 

ccived in another. Yea and as their man-- | 

ner ſtillis , to adds much more then at 

the firſt, was ever ſpoken to them. Be- 

fore I end this point. I will here give 

a word or two , of exhoitation , both 

ynto carriers,and rec civers of tales. 


Firſt there js a law againſtall walkers Lev.19.16] '' 
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ſocycr ſome it may be, will make a lighr 
thingof it , yetthey ſhall one day fecle 
the puniſhment of it , to fall heavy _ 
enough vpon them. 2.. The Devil and Aafoas, 
theſe perions are called by oneand the 
like name,to note their ſpirituall kind- Math. 4. Fl 
red and alliance. For as the Iewes were 2-1-6 ll || 
{aid to be of their father the Devil,becauſe © +4- by: 
they did his Worke , to thele allo ate his 
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The right Way to Peace : 


true and naturall ſonnes and daughters, | 
in regard they doe obey his curſed will. 


and pleaſure. 3. By this mcanes they 
looſe the gratious love,and deare favour 


| Prov.s. 17 of God, and become more abominable 


in his fight, then either ſerpent or toad is 


in ours.4. They ſhall not have any inhe- 


- ritance, with te laints in lighc, but ſuffer 
eternallie the intollerable rocments of 
hel fyer. 
__ the thinges cf which we ſpeake are 
true, & therefore heerein we offend nor. 
One way orciyouſlic tranſgreſle in 
many caſes in [peaking nothing but the 
nuh. When his purpoſe and cheife 
end js,to doe another hurt by it. For he 


finnes much more which ſpeaketh a knowne 


trath With an ill mind.then if one (through 
infirmity ) ſhowld ſpeake an vntruth with 
defire of doing good. A man (yoa know) 
way be wounged In his body , by the 
LE hog out cf his owne "gY & lo 
may he in hisname, credit,cſtate, &c. by 
the injurious relation of the vety thing, 
which his hand hath done , or tongue 


pon: This appeareih in Doeg, {o the | 
Zi phims,the cnim.cs of Danic] & oihers. * 
Again 


nate Gd 
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| famegand fo much reacheth Chriſt when 


| Or, Good ( onn{[ell for it. 23 
Againe thou art not to blaze abroad Anſwer. 2, 


the tranſgreſſion of thy brother , vnleſſe 
himſelfc by his obſtinacie , do cauſe the 


he ſaith 1f thy brother ſhall treſpaſſe againſ Math. 18, 
thee, goe and tell him his fault betweene thee oh 

and him alone. The ſcope and intend- 
ment of this rule is, not our brothers diſ- 
orace,reproach, greife, infamy, &c. but 
his good & comfort , & therefore here 
is forbidden all backbiting,and tale bea- 
ring , all the diſcoueting of the ſecret to 
another, wherby a brother is defamed,or 
evill thought of. «7 good name 1s better 
the a good oynmet,which we ought to pro- 
{erve for another, as for our ſelves , and 
love covereth a multitude of finnes. Vmill 
therefore a man have convinced his bro - 
thers finne vnto himſfelfe , he may not 
diſcloſe it to another , if he be not able | 
thus to doe,]ct him aſk the prieſt cocerning ygag.9 17. 
the law , that is inquire of the Miniſters [ 
of God in the Church , who way teach [Þ: 
tim , to difcerne þ:twixt good and cvill | | if 
for the prieſts lips ſhould preſerve knowledge, Mat. 7.2. 
_ and men ſhould ſeeks the law at his mouth. | i 
| yernot to diſclole the party offending, | 
G 2 bur 
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Proy.17.4. falſe lips: and a lyar giveth eare to a naughty 
kb tongue : thus he. 

Butidce not (end for theſe people, 
it is of thewlicives that they cowe when 
they doe biivg at any time any newes Or 
tales wito mere > It 3s 
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The right Way to Peace : 


| but to aſke only adviſe about the of- 


fence. The {amealfo ought the offen- 
dantto doe, 


Againe people muſt take heed , that 


they doe not reccive apainſt others any 
fall reports. For as theves ate greatly, 
encouraged in their vngodlie courſes, 


when others keepe their {ecret counſel], 


and covctouſlie receive from them their 
ſtolen Goods: ſo ſlaunderers & wicked 


calumniators, are excedinglie hardened 


in their ſinfull praQtiſes, by ſuch as har- 
kenwillingly to them,and doc not rather 
ſecketo bring them out of their wicked- 
nefle , by ſound and true repentance. 
Indeed , a man cannot caſelie well deter- 
mine, which of theſetwo are the worſt 
peo plc. For as the tulebearer haththe De- 
vill in his tongue , ſo thetalehearer in his 
are : and as the former by Solomon is 
branded for a wicked perſon, So is the 


latter alſo ; ef wicked doer giveth heed to 


w_ 


er” 
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Or, Good Connſell-for it. 


Itis not enough to ceaſe from evil 
but we muſt likewiſe make our Waies and 
our doings good ; now marke the duty 
which by God is laid vpon us , as the 
Northwind driveth away raine : ſo doth an 


angry countenance a backeviting tongue, 


that is, when ſuch gueſts come into our 
company, |& would poure out willing- 
ly their venemous rage vpon others: 
we ſhould then give vato them no enter- 
rainment at all, bur manifeſtlie ſhew ow: 
great d.{like againſt them , b yreproving 
them moſt ſharpely for rheir vile and 
trecherous deaiinge. And if this courſe 
were wel obſerved, there would forth= 
with be ſcene fewer baſic bodics. For as 
the marchant wovld breake,if no body 
did take his wares frorn him: {o theſe, ca 
nor poſſible Jong continue in their vn- 
righteous coutles , if every ones would 
{bur their doores upon them,and never 
receive any of their Tale-marchandije, 
Aleccond Jette vato Godlie prac 1s 
the over good opinion , and perfwation 
which p:oplc have cf th:mſciyes. For 
this is certaine , he that defireth very mach 
tis gwne prayſe will hinder exceedivglic the 
| 3 { ture 
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Sy 
Anſw. 


Ter. £8.11, | i 


Pro.2r.28. | 


2, Lect 


Not 


Rm gs The right way to Peace : 

Web! ; : : 

bo Churches peace. Aninfallible reſtimony 

ty for this thing you way ſee in Diotrephes 
* Wi 24 

10 3 Toh.g.ro (, ruling elder at Corinth as it is 


' mT; { if 
+ "0 * |. 


Rl thought) hee beeing ambiriouſlie caried 
UN | away,with the baſe /ove of preeminences 
Ree takos the liberty of the brethren wholy 
Oh into his hands, caſteth out eyery one that 


1 
2 _— 
* 


oppoſeth his tyrannous coucſes,and thus 
ſecketh to brivg confuſion vpon the 
whole congregation. As the fea when 
through the violent , and powerfull 
force of the wind , it doth ryle up, and 
overflow more then its manner and uſe 
is , there followeth (you know) great 
hure and manifould loſſes hereupon: 
euen ſo when men are once with the 
wind of vaine glory driven out from the 
limits and bonds of their calling , and 
mightily ftrive that their owne evil 
watics, may ſtill in all things take place,ir 
Is no maruaile then if many doe (matt by 


it, and that mnch miſeris and calamitie | 


afterward do fall out vpon the ſame, this 

oh _, Solomon wel ſheweth onely by pride com- 

| 3 {Frov, 13,to meth contentio Rightlie is the terme foole 
Wa g'ven vw'o the proud, for lo weſpeake. 
1 proud fno!r, for in deed as Me and 


faily-* 
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Or, good conncell for it. 
filly-bodies , will not be croſſed in theik 


way , butthey will have their opinion to 
ſtand, how vaine and idle foever: fo thele 
( beeing through pride become ſpiri- 
tuall fooles) are moſt peremptory and 
headfirong in theic owne groundlelle 
conceits , andif they be not ſuffered to 
runne quite away with them , oh then 
= like Naawan they grow .into choler and 
rage preſently, and no'quietneſſe ſhall 
there be in that ſocietic for them. It 
people therefore defireto be at peace a- 
mong themſelves , they mult learne, very 
perfcctlic the leſſon of ſelfe deniall: car- 
mall reaſon, muſt have no roome, in the mat- 
ters of our God. And good cauſe too,for 
| ſhe isblind and fancyeth thinges other- 
wile then they be, yea ſhe is even the 
ſhop , and forge whetein is wrought and 
hammered out , the frame ard fabrick 
_ of all our wiſeries', for from whtehce 
(thinke you)come hkereſics,{chiſmes, di- 
viſions 2 &c. trulie fromſelfe conceir, 
fl.ſhlie reaſon, & inward piide of heart, 
Oh humility , humility, what great good 
wouid it doe ,if we had but enough of 
it: no matyaile our bleſied redcemer, 
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The right way to Deace: 


doth {@ earnc{ilie exhort his Diſciples 


vnto it, he knew certainlie , that withour 


it , there would not be any Godlic peace. 


and holy agreement among them. If it 
be {o, let ys not leanc then to our oWne vn- 
derſtanuding , neither be wile in our owne 
eyes, who would be guided and conduc- 
ted by ſuchaone , whom he knowes 
if he ſhould follow his counſell, would 
lead him ontof the way and cut his 
throat, what man having a journy by ſea 
will make choyſe of (uch a pilat , as he 
knowes will certainlie caſt him away? 
what Pcince will admit ſucha one to be 
his cheife counſellour , whom he 
knowes to be a very traytor to his per- 


ſon ? what woman will take him to be 


the guide of her yowh > Whom ſhe 
knowes would bring | cr to extreme mis 


{erie ?1 am (ure there is no one {9 Gm- 


ples that would make choyle of ſuch a 
guide ,pilatt , counk:ller, or nul band : 

now what is If conceir, bur in truth a 
evide which if a man fullowit, will mur- 
der himya pilat which will drowne him), 


a counſellor , which will berray him, a 


hat band, which will yndoc him in ſoule 
and 


Or, Good Counſel! for it. 89 | 
and bodie vtterlic,and eternally. And the | 
Prophet David knew this no doubt, Pſal.xr9. 
and therefor he profeſſeth that the tefti- 24+ 
monies of Tehovah ſhould be the men of his 
counſell, thatis,he would neither foilow 
his own judgment, ar the adviſe of any 
one about him , but as he did firſt (ce by 
theword of God the things to be law- 
full. Now if all would labour to bring 
themſelyes yoto the like good condition: 
controverfics would not continue halfe 
ſo longe as they doe , for intruth, the 
yery cheifocaule, why many differences 
arc not ended , is becauſe men either will Note- 
have the endto be made after their owne 
zdle fancies,or otherWiſe they Will never con- 
ſent,that an end ſhall be made of them. | 

A third hinderance vnto peace is the Lett.z. 
love of carthly thinps the Apoſtle in his 
Epiſtle to the belceving Romancs, layeth Rom.x6.7 | 
'this downe for the realon , whyſome 1g, je 
cauſe diviſions and offences,they- ſerve not © 
faith he the Lord eſis Chrift but their own 
belly, When Balaams cye was vpon 
Balaks gould , no maruaile tho he were 
ready then to helpe him foreward in his | 
wickedneſle for what thinge 75 there ſo evil 
G 5 but 
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The right way to Peace: 
but the covetous minded Will undertake to 


2.Cor.rr, doe it , if the devil will grve pnto him mony 


r5. 


enough. Why doe ſatans e Mmiſters(1 uſe 
Pauls phraſe)ſzbvert whole houſes,chat is, 
lead men away from the ſimplicity of 
the Golp:] ro the vngodlie praftice of 
their pernitious lies and herelics 2 the 


Tit,r.rr. reaſon is, for filthie lacres ſake. Demetrius 


is AQt.19.2 
14 

iq 4 : .lD, go 
WS || 


victh this argumer.ſirs,ye kgow that by this 
craft We have our wealth: as if he had ſaid, 
Ict vs now make an vproare in the 
towne , and ſtirre yp all the Magiſtrates 
apainſt thoſe Chriſtians , and deſtroy if 
wecan the Goſpel of Chriſt ytterlie, for 
otherwiſe by all likelyhood , weſhall 
wholy loſs our maintenance, and come 
preſentlic into great poverty. And are 


there. not many in this ape juſt of his 


minde, who doe yerely thinke , that 
they ſhall not walke in fine cloths,dwell 
in faire houſes , lye in ſoft beds, & pol- 
ſcfſe great abundance of riches , vnleſie 
they doe reſiſt the truth , perſecute the 


and. - tt TAY 


__ a 


Church & people of God: & lend their | 

ſhoulders ro vphould the Kingdome of 
— CS the bcaſt. The love of mony,is wel ſaid , to 
| ., * * betheroteofallew: forasin the fleſh. 
| Where 


Or, Good Counſel! for it. 91 


where a diſeaſe is, there are ſwarmes of 
flies abour it: ſo certainly in whoſe heart 
this ſinne reigneth, there doth ſticke ma- 
ny other vices: but if my counſel] might 
be accepted, I would adviſe theſe men 
to purge their ſoules from this earthly- 
mindedneſlc, and bee contented to live 
in poore cſtate peaccably, rather then to 
ſceke after great things, by making con- 
tention in the Church of God: Alas thav 
i5 a miſerable gaine which is purchaſed with 
the hoſſe of a ſoule. As for the creature, we 
all know that #r#e bappineſſe is not to bee 
found init. A garment which at firſt is 
faire, and new, through uſe,. and long 
wearing of it, atlaſt comes ro nothing : 
juſt ſo is wealth, it periſheth inthe ule, it" 
| holds not out to eternity,neither is it any 
way availeable either to eſcape byit hell 
fire, or to procure the glorious liberty | 
of the children of God. If theſe earthly 
things could ſpeake, they would cry out 
as Panl and Barnabas in another caſe, Oh 
men Why doe ye theſe things ? why doe yee Ad.14. 
comm t idolatry with us,by placing thus 
your hope and confidence in us, why do 
ye diſhonour God, abuſe the Scriptures, 


and 
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The right way to Peace : 


and corrupt one another, to heape us 
rogether: fie for ſhame, ceaſe from thele 
idle and vaine courſes, for alas wee arc 
pOoore Creatures, ſubject to vanitie, and 
cannot doe you any good inthe day and 
boure of your laſt and great appearance. 

A fourth hindrance unto godly peace 
is ipnorance, For if there were more 
{ound knowledge, there would then 
certainly bee leſls contention. The E- 
vangelicall Prophet Iſaiah ſpeaking of 
the great love' and godly agreement 
which ſhould bee among the faithfull 
under the Goſpell, and how they would 


. build up cach other in the power of 


godlinefle, hee layerh downo the rea« 
{on of it thus : For the earth (ſaith hee) 


ſhall be ful of the knowledge of the LORD, 


as the Waters cover the ſea. The means 
ing is, that the Lord would give ſuch 


plenty, and preat meaſure of good un-. 


derſtanding, and heavenly wiſedome 
unto the Saints, as by this meanes they 
hould be the better able to order their 
converſation aright, avoid all offenſive 
cariapes, and alwayes performe the good 
tncs, and kinde ofhces of brotherly 


loye: 


Or, Good Connſell for it. 93 


love: and ſoagaine the ſame Prophet in 

- another place faith: ell thy children Eſa,54-13% 
ſhall be taught of the Lord, and great ſhail 
be the peace of thy children : the place is 
not onely to bec underſtood of inward 
quietneſle of minde, which ariſeth from 
the (weet aſſurance that a man hath of 
| the free grace and favour of God to his 
ſoule in Chriſt, bur allo of an outward 
unity & holy agreement, which the god- 
ly comfortably doe enjoy among them- 
ſelyes,and this blefling they haye,by the 
knowledge which they receive fromthe 
Father of lights. A manin the darke may 
eafily knocke downe a friend for his 
encmyzeven (0,when peopleare ignorant 
of the righteous lawes of Chriſts king- 
dome,& know not (Ilay) what belongs 
unto the orderly & well governn:ent of 


it,no marvell if they then-walk not apright- Gal. 1,14; | | 


ly according to the truth of the Goſpel, but 
leave the old paths, and hand over hcad Ier,6.26, 
{cr up their owne idle, fooliſh,and ſinful 
devices, to the great pricfe and long mi- 
ſerie of many poor ſoules; there were you 
know in Pauls time ,a great many which 
made ſtirs and troubles in the Churches, 


yet 
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94 The right Way to Peace: 

x Tim.!. yet none more, then ſuch as would be tea- 

0,7+ chers of the Law, and underſtood not what 
they ſaid,nor Wherof they affirmed. Axiſtotle 
(as I remember) ſpeakes of a certaine 
wrangling Philoſopher, that he knew not 
his owyne voice. Some indeed are very fall 
of words, make much adoe in every bu- 
linefle, and there ſhall not be any matter 
of difference but they are in it ſtraight- 
way (as wood in the fire) that the ſame 
may not goec out. Bur if a man come 
neereto their reaſons, and hold them up 
before the light, he ſhall ſee they are bur 
heapes of vanities, all very froth which 
Wa they ſpeake, no more taſt in them then in 
[14 7ob6.6, thewhitcof an cgge, as lob faith: nota 
61: word to eaification, exhortation, or comfort. 
Let every one therefore as hee tendierh 
Rf Pro.2.5.4. the peacc of the Church, cry m _ 
wl ledge,and lift up his voice for underjianding. 
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Let hims ſecke her as ſilver,and ſearch for her 
4 for hid treaſures: and beware that no 
one be raſh and adyenturous, to venture 
upon opinions in matters of r-1gion, 
which concerneseithec worſhip or pra- 
ice, untill himſelfe in the ſzme be firit 
wel informed by truc grounds of know- 
ledge. _ A 
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Or, Good (,ounſell for it. 95 
A fife hindrance unto peace is male- 5 Let. 
part, ſawcy, and raſh cenſuring, when 
people make matters either worſe then 
they are, or elſe take and turne them 
to the worſt patt, this is an impious pra- 
Rice, and hence ariſeth heart-burnirg, 
and ſtrife without end, the duty chaig:d 
upon us by the Apottle, is, to judge owr 1 Cor.Ifs 
| elves: but alas, the manner of two many 30+ 
now adayes, is altogether otherwiſe, for 
they are very ſharpe ſi;hted to pry into the Note. 
lives and behaviour of others, but are as 
blinde as beetles to ſec into their ovne evill 
courſes, and when they come in compa- 
ny, what is the common matter of their 
diſcourſe, but to rip up the faults of this 
man, and that woman, and {ov to diſ- 
grace them what they can, by laying up- 
 onthemn one vile calumniation or other: 
as {ome creatures doe live upon carion, 
excrements, and other Jike corruption, 
ſo thele take marvelous delight to tcarch 
out the infirmities of others, not with 
| any detire to amend them, but co latisfie 
their owne fiithy luſts by rigorous jud- 
ging, and condemning of their perſons : 
and indced this is the very way Which 


The right way to Peace : 


hypocrites take ro come to reputation 
among men, not by reforming them-_ 


ſclves, but by fifting the lives of others, | 


and paſling ſevere {cntence upon them: 
for they ſuppoſe that no one will ever 
take them for adulterers, adultereſles, 
deceiyers, uſurers, oppreſlors, diſlem- 
blers, 8&c.who thus ſo ſeverely condemn 


all others, for every ſlip, but rather - 


thar they are now looked upon þ 

all,to be moſt zealous and faithfull peo- 
ple, and this pra&tice they have taken up 
from the grand hypocrites the Phariſes, 


the Icaſt moat in their brothers eye could | 


not eſcape their cenſure, bur their owns 
bcame, that is, grofle ſinnes, were not (0 
much as once minded by them. 

But that every one may keepe him- 
ſclfe from this heady and raſh cen(ur ing, 
and judge, and {ay the beſt alwaycs of 0- 
thers, ſo farre forth as way ſtand with 


' a good conſcience, and the word of | 
God, Lwill here (ct downe a few rea- | 


ſons for it, \ 
Firſt, the cenſure and judgement of 


mens deeds pertaineth to God: and lo | 


much is plainly ccſtified by the Apoſtle 


Who | 


Or, Good (onnſeil for it. 97 a! 
Who art thou that judgeſt another mans ſer= TS 4 1-9 
| vant, to his owne maiter he ſtandeth or fale ll} S 
leth : as ye would not therefore be coun- 
| red traytors, and (uch as rife in rebellion 
againſt his Majeſtic, and enter upon his 
ſupreme power, refraine your tongue 
fcom ſpeaking evill of others. For if fuch 
draw upon their heads great puniſhment, 
who mcddle with the adminiſtration of 
civill juſtice, having no commiſſion 
from the King fo to doe, ſutcly then 
more heavie judgements by farre will fal 
ere long on them, who uſurpe Gods of- 
fice. Forto him oncly it bclongeth to 
rip up before all the world, the ſecret 
faults of men, and to cenſure them ther- 
fore. ; | 
| Secondly , this finne is worſe then 
theft, for the finfull cenſurer taketh a- L | 
way a mans credit, which is more worth proy, 12.7. 198 
then all the kingdomes of the world, as Pro.5-3c. | Wh 
for riches, they may be reſtored againe, but \B\-- 
{o cannota good name,bcing once taken WI... 
away by evill and muiderous tongues. "Mt = 
And for this cauſ:c the Prophet David MJ U2E 
compares their words to the c9:1:5 of 7u- Plal.x20. 4/1" 
nmper, which doe burne and pierce more Wl 18! 
H | Seepip 


The right Way to Peace : 
deeply the things which they doc take 


hold of, then the coales of any other 
wood : for under theſe aſhes the glow- 


mg coales may bee Kept (as ſome write) 
a yeere long, to denote the long laſting 


infamie of an evill tongue, and how 
hard a thing it is to. recover againe ones 


g00d reputation, afrer he hath been once 


falſely acenſed. 


Thirdly, itis acertaine note of an un- 
ſound and falſe heart, to be ſtrict in cen- 


{uring the faults of others, and remaine 


all thetimein as viie or greater impic- 
ries. 

As for an Iraclite indeeu, a true Na- 
thaniel, hee is ſo buſied in fifting him- 
{elfe, that (alas) hee findes (mall lea(ure 
to look outafter others : the moſt pains 
he takes, is to (carch out his owne {inne, 
and apainſtit he uſeth eyermore preateſt 


' rigour and ſeverity. If a man {aw a great 


diſeaſe upon the body of another, it 
would occaſion (pcrhaps ) gricfe unto 


him, and hee would very willingly (in 


(ucha caſe) doe ſome good to the pati- 
enk, if he were able: but were the i:ke 
gricyous ſore upon hijmſclte , queltion- 
| ici 


S, 


= fad (% Wa RN framns Had 


Or, Good (ounſell for it. 
leſle ir would cauſe greater ſorrow to 
| him, and more carneſt he would bee in 
the uſc of all lawfull meanes,to be freed, 
of the affliction : now it is true , every 
ſincere Chriſtian unfainedly movurneth 
at the impiety which he {ceth' in others, 


and ſecketh Gaily their thorow reforma- 


tion what hee can, yet notwithſtanding 
the corruption which hee taketh notice 
of in himlelfe, oh that doth moſt grieve 
his foule, pierce his heart, wound his 
conſcience, &c. and his moſt ſtudying 
and ſtriving, is, how to bee purged and 
cleanſed from it, bur the rotten hypocrite 
hath eyes like the Windowes of rhe Tem- 
ple, Fee without, narrow within: hee is 
Eaglc lighted Lo [pic out faults a great 
way off in othets , and they ſhall ſurely 
have ſentence, ceniure, and hard judge- 
ment enough of him: bur his: owne vile 
and wretched wayes trouble him not ar 
all, for he takes nor any courſe cither to 
{ee ther, or to be freed of them. 


r King,6. 4| 


Fourthly, ic is a righteous thing with 


God, that fuch ſhould not have any rec- 
Koning & good eſtimation with others, 
' Who are raſh and heady ro condemne all 


H 2 bur 


Math. 7, 


Lo Ze 


I © 
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bur themſelyes : indecd it is a thing the. 


which in wy ſeclfe L have oft conſidered, 
nanuly, the viſible and ſenſible curſe of 
God which followeth theſe people. 
T hey judge every one to be naught, and 
every one judyeth them to bee Teens, 
They thinke all too bad for their ſocie- 
tie, and «ll doe thinke them too baſe for 
any {ociety which feck the glory of God, 
the credii of the Golpell, the preſerva- 
tion of a good name, and the comfort 
and true peace of their owne foules, 

But here it may bce demanded, whe- 
tierit bee not lawfull in ſome cafſcs ro 
judge and cen(ſurs others. 

Itis {o: for inall ſocieties, family, 
Church, «nd Common-wealth,the (ame 
necellarily is to be uled. The Magiſtrate 
according to nens deſerts, is either to 


condemne them to temporall puniſh- 


ment, Or to acquit them fromir: So the 
Church alſo hath power to judge of 
mens actions, of their doQtines, yea 
and of th&r perſons too , though not of 
infall|bility , but by the judgement of 
charity onely. The judgement then 
which the word of God forbiddeth, f 
T 


Or, Good Connſcll for it. 

of two ſorts: 1.in regard of good things, 
2. in reſpe&t of evill things: the good 
things are theſe: Firſt, when actions in 
their 0wne nature very good, are depra- 
ved by the infinuation of kyocriticall ;3. 
tentions, by-reſpects, {initter ends, 6c. 
wherethere is none. Secondly , when 
the good things which are knowne to be 
in others, are through envie demed the, 
For it is our duty when there is jſt cavle 
to ſpeake of anothers praile, to com- 
mend (uch vertues and gracious ations 
as we know to bee in him. Thirdly, by 
ſeeking 10 lellen the graces and good 
gifts of God in others, 

Apaine, in reſpect of evill things. 

Fiſt, when ſpeeches or ations doubt- 
fall in themſclves,or in theic repoit,and 


may bce taken cither wel} or il!, arc in- 


terprercd inthe worſt part : charity, Faith 
the Apoſile, belceveth all things: you mult 
not thinke ſhe is blinde, or fo fooliſh & 


_ credul@us, as 10 take things without rea- 


{on, and againſt evidence, but the mea- 
ning of the place, is, that ſhe is calic of 
belcefe, and ready to be peifwaded any 
good thing of another, when thuie is 

H 3 ground 
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ground for it : py when things bee un- 
certaine, and will beare two conftructi- 
ons, if any ſenſe can'be found better then 
other, ſhe will alwaies take them in the 
beſt part, 

Secondly, if the end be to diſgrace a 
man, and to worke him out oi the good 
aft:&tion and love of others. 


Thirdly, when men in the relation of 


anothers evill, {etteth downe harder 
rermes, then the quality of the fact re- 
quireth, 

Fourthly, by increaſing and making 
the finne worſe then it is. 

F; fily,when ers Pies are publiſhed, 
which in love ſhould ! nave becne con- 
cealead. 

Sixtly, when ſentence of finall con- 
demnation is paſſed upon any. 

Thus much for the l-ts ro peace; 
now it followcth that I lay down. ſome 
Fruicfull meanes, whereby the ſame may 


be comfortably kept, and enjoyed in the ! 


Churches of the Saints. 

Firſt, great care muſt bee taken, that 
ſincerity þee places i in.every ones heart, 
for without it (arely we ſhall neyer pleaſe 

God 


Or, good connſell for it. L103 
God nor man :as fcuit rotten at the core» _ 
though it ſeem faire to the cyc,yet in time 
will appeare outwardly as rotten alſo : 
even {o, what flouriſhes and glorious 
ſhewes ſ{ocver there is made of holineſle 
| before men, notwithſtanding, if that iÞ 
perſon be not goedin Gods fighty the in- Eccl,2, alt, | 8 
ward wickednefle of his heart will at | 
laſt breaks forth, to the griefe and great 


trouble of others, To I8 array, 
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ooſſible hs there ſhould hos s any pry 
quietneſſe, When I come occaticnally 
into ſome families, and (ce the manifeld 
debates arid bitter contentions which are 


therein, I thinke then upon Abrahams | I wy 
words,and lay to my (elfe,Surely the feare Gen,20.t1 ll W-- 
of God is not in this place: for did they _W- 


palle the time of their dwelling ina re- 
verent and awfull feare of his ſacred 
name, they would put away this great 118 
iniquity farre from #heir tabornacles. Note Tob 22. 23} 
the ſaying of Chriſt ro his Diſciples : 4 
Have {alt inyoar ſelves, and have peace one Mar,g. uf 
with another. By talt we here do underſtad 

H 4 110- 


The right way to Peace: 
ſincere obedience to every part of the 
revealed will of God, and the meaning 
Is, as if he had ſaid; a ready way and ſpe- 
clall meanes to avoid contention,and to 


Keepe a holy accord in the faith, is, that 


| Eph.5.15. every One Watke circum perttys and have 
* | Phil. '#T* his converſation as it becommeth the Goſpell 
v4 Tit. 2.12. of Chriſt, and doe dery ungodlineſſe and 


| ol worldly lu5ts, and firive to grow and in- 


If cvery one would bcc HE to doe 
this, we ſhould ſoone then have peace e- 
nough. Bee therefore exhorted unto it, 
and walke unreprovcably.performe reli- 
ious duties conſtantly in your families, 
bring up your ſonnes and daughters in 
the knowledge and feare of the Lord: 
{= Cor.'r0. give none offence, neither to the TeWves, nor 
| "IP 2- to the Gentiles, nor to the ( hurch of God : 
Wh. be faithfull in your particular czllings, 
i Theſ. 4.6 and /ct vo man goe beyond and acfraud his 
| brother in any matter. And as many as 
$-21.6.16. walke according to this rule, prace bee 
on them,and mercy, and upon the Irael 
of God: | 
Secondly, unruly and yaine threre} in 
the boule of God, ought ſhuply ts bce 


xrcbu= 


WS, Meanes. 


creaſe in the whole body of obedience, 


Or, Good Counſel for it. 


rebuked : yea and if they perſiſtin a dat- 
ly courſe of ſtubbornnelle and obſtinacy 
in their ſinne, they muſt then by the po- 

wer of Chriſt bee cut off from the fel- 
lowſhip and communion of the Saints: 
and thus the Lord ſpeaketh in Solomon, 


Caſt 
out, yea ſtrife-and reproach ſhall ceaſe. As 


the cutting away ſometimes of a corrupt 


o#t the ſcorner, and contention ſhall goe Pro.224 18 |||} * 


member from the body, is the preſerva. . - 


tion of the reſt of themembers of the bo- 
dy; and the caſting downe of a few hou- 
ſes, a meanes to keepe the whole towne 
from burning, ſo the cutting off, and ca- 
ſting out ot incorrigible make-bates 
fromthe City of Tehovah, procureth much 
good peace, and ſafe quietneſle unto ir. 
When Iſmael came to be a troubler of 
_ the houſe, Abraham preſently puts him 
out of doores, for he knew it was better 
that one man periſhed , then that the 
bond of unity ſhould be broken. As the 
remiſnefle of ſome parents, is the cauſe 
that their children walke undurifully,ſo 
many take the more boldneſle in their 
wicked contention, becauſe of the over - 
much lenity, and too great forbearance 
which 
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The right way to Peace: 
which the Church uſcth rowards them. 
It was juſt with God, to make Adonijah 
a rod, and therewithall to whip David 
foundiy, becauſe David ipared the rod 


from Adonijahs fo, ifthe Church will 


not excicile the rod of ſealonable and 
due correCtion, forts ſuppreſle the grie- 
vous faults of her froward children, it is 
{ic arignteous thing with God to make 
them rods? in his hand, and ſeverely to 
{coarpe ber by them. Were not the Ga. 
Baanites {nares and traps unto the I{[rae- 
lites, yea, and fcourges in their fides,and 
thorncs in their eyes, becaule they did 
not diive them our of the landy as God 
commanacd them to do.1 tell you what, 
and ler all the Churches of Ghrif re- 
member it well,if they be not carefull ro 
pat forth from their ſociety immoderate, 
we Hi cable, and rag?full peoplezafter a 
tht and ordaaly dealing with them, 
the y ſhall finde then at 1ſt that theſe vio- 
icut ipirits will bee tne very miſery and 
Utter tuing Of them, Now this courle 


not onciy is for the Cuu ICCncs 000d, bur 


'£ offenders alſo. For there Is 0 better 
v2 oy inth2 world to heale the {oulc, and 


kill 


£ Or, Good Connſell for it. 10F 


Kill the ſinne, then to letthe ſinner ſu- 
ſtaine the ſhame and puniſhment that is 
due for his finne : this is a remedy of 
Gods owne waking ; and certainly if all * £r-5-5. 
; 4 6 © I1.q, 
the Chirurgians on the earth did Jay their , 
heads together,they cannot invent a bet- | 
ter, Oh ic is great pitie then that ſo good 
a meanes for their reformatiqn ſhould be We des 
kept backe from them. , "vs 
Thirdly, let all things be done in order, z Mean, Vil: 
for this is very requiſite in all ations and 
adminiſtrations of the Church,as the A- 2 Cor.I4s 
poſtle ſheweth,and without which,con- 
fuſion will ſoone follow. As inan atr- t--. 
my, when every ſouldier marcheth or-  _. jth. 
derly in his rancke,and no one intrudeth We... 
himſelfe into the peculiar office of ano- 
ther, but ail of them doe faithfully per- 
forme the cury of that place unto which 
they are callcd: this preſerveth not only 
 mutuall love among themſelves, but allo 
 Itisaſpeciall mcanes ro make them the 
berter able to overcome the - enemy * 
right ſo, in our preſent ſpiritoail waifare 
againſt nne, Satan, and the world, wee 
ſhall at laſt much the eaſier come off, 
with conqueſt and olorious yictory, It 
every 
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X08 00 right way to Peace : 


every one keepe now conſtantly to his 
own place,and endeayour with all good 
conſcience to diſcharge the ſame, Paul 
rejoiced for this in the Church at Co- 
Col.2.5. loſſe,even their order: and well might he 
doe it, for no doubt they had great hap- 


miſery and of calamity, and of darkneſſe, 
faith, it is withou? order. The truth is, 
when government is once troden under 
feer, and cyery man doth that which is 
right in his owne eyes, utter deſolation 


whether civill or eccleſiaſticall ; for in- 
is a Chriſtian liberty which belongeth 


fame by all were well learned. For as 
we have food and rayment, not to abuſe 
them, but lawfully to uſe them, for our 


Church , iris given for cyery ones fur- 
therance in the way of {antification,and 
ſhould not be abuled, (as it is too muck) 
roour great reproach, and the Goſpels 
allo. 

4. Mcanes, Foutthly, zeale mult be rightly {504 
v ed. 


Tob x6, 22 pineſle by it. Tob deſcribing « land of 


muſt neceſlarily follow upon that ſtate, 
deed it cannot be avoided. I know there 


unto the brethren, and I wiſh that the 


bodily comfort, ſo this liberty in the - 


- 5a. a. ww A = 


Or, Good Connſell for it. 


ficd. For as fire is good inits place, and 
very comfortable, burif ir takeinthe 
beames and rafters of the houſe, it is 
moſt dangerous and hurtfull : ſo zeale is 
fingularly uſefull and profitable, when ir 
is well governed, otherwiſe nothing can 
be moce pernicious then the ſame. Now 
to the right ordering of it, there muſt 
alwatcs go with it theſe foure things. 

Firſt, the light of knowledge : wee 
muſt lawfully bee called to tne actions 
which wee undertake. The Apoſtle re- 
proyecth the Iewcs, who had zeale (and 
that for the law of God) becaule it was IE 
not according unto knowledge : yea hee ex- Rom vo. 1... 
ceedingly condemneth that hore zeale Ac.22, I. 

wherewith himſelfe was enraged in the 

time of his ignorance, becauſe it had tur- 
ned almoſt ro the wafting of the whole 611 
Church. Jt is good to be zealonſly affetted Gal.q, x8, 1% 
alwayes in a good thing. The more a man [288 
is zealous, the more need he hath of 
ſound underſtanding. As « ſhippe under 
faylc, the more windeſhe hath , and the 
ſpeedicr way it makes,the more necd for 
' the maſter to looke to thedteerape, Keep 
the waich, have an cyc to the Compalle, 
and 
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| 8 and land-markes: ſo when men finde 
| themſelyes to bee full of defices and af- 
on © | . 

| ml. fecions, they ſhould then bee very care- 
| WY full that they have with ther the word 


of God to gaide the aright in all things, 
Wee have ex perience enough of the ma- 
nifold miſcries which hath followed ig- 
norant zeale. For in regard of the foole- 
bardy attcmpts of (ome hare-.brain'd peo- 


ple, in the words of Iacob wee may ſay 


us to ſink among the inhabitants of the land. 
Of the vertuous woman it is laid, ſhe ope- 
! Pre.zr. 26 neth her mouth With wiſedome. A relolute 
boldneſle and ſiffeneſſe in things, com- 
mends not a man either to God or his 
people, unlefſe there be good ground & 
reaſon for it. For the moce an adulterous 
woman ftandeth and (triverh to juitihs 
her whoredomes, and rejectcth the argu» 
ments and reafons which ate brought to 
convince her (inne;, the viler isſhe judged 
to be : even {o,the inore men do labour 
with both hands,as it were, to maintaine 
idolatry,tyranny deceit, hypocrific, &c. 
| and doc wilfully caſt of the word of 
| God whien is ofterd unto them, to rc- 
Fl | | | {ute 


 Gene34.30 with tcarcs : Ye have troubled us, to mate 


OY ay og err RR 


Or, Good (,onnſell for it. 
fure their impictics by, the more gracc- 
lefſz and wicked are they hercin, and the 
orcarer torments one day ſhall they ſuf- 
fer. 
Secondly, it muſt bee guided by wile- 
dome and good diſcretion. Fire-workes 
prove dangerous without skill. A man 
may cafily hurt a good cauſe by the ill ca- 
riage of it, There muſt be difference there- 
fore put betwixt things and things. A wile 
man will not take a (word to kill a fly, 
or an hatchet to breake an egge, or (cr 
his whole ſtrength to that which hee can 
wipe away witha finger. In ſmall and 
light matters there is uſe of Ilſe carneſt- 
neis and fervency, but when great things 
are in our eyes, Which tend very much 
unto the gloryof God,the great good of 
his Church, the overthrow of Antichriſt 
and his dependances, then we ought to 
take courage and boldnetle to our iclves, 
and to doe "All that ever wee can for io 
bring the fame to paſſe, Bur ioo many in 
all their actions are evermote aj EX = 
tremity,and immoderation , (: :ke unto 
thoſe beaſts; which for the ; unequall 
length of theic hinder legs, cannot poſ- 
j1bly 
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| 8 {bly goe but by leapes) and fo through 
| tk 5 their violent and boyſterous cariages dos | * 
| i | quite marre eyery thing which they take | 
Wh; | in hand. | 
1 bw | Rev.h.6, The fonrre beaſts in the Revclation, 


(which betoken the true Miniſters of 

Chriſt) they are ſaid to bee full of eyes be- 

fore and behinde, to fignific their great 
deale of ſtudy,carc,and (pirituall warch- | 
fulneſlc, for the proſperous and good e- | | 

Rate of the whole Church : their dutie 

alſo is laid downe by the Apoſtle, To rwle 
[0 Rom.rz.s with diligence : the word imports an car- 
| £790), neſt and (crious muſing or caſting of a 
W. thing up and downe in ones minde, that 
ſothe adminiſtration of it may the bcr- 
ter beaccompliſhed. Though wee mult | 
be zcalous for the truth againtt ail man». 
. ner of corruption, yet wiidome mult ſo 


| governe our zeale, that we diſadvantage 
i | - notthe truth by heady and inteiyperate 
k = affections. In truth, ic is notto bee {po- 
« | ken, what wonderfull hart is done by 


raſh and unſealonable zeals. Even as a 
ſhip not being well ſteered, runs fo vio- 
i lently upon rockes and ſands, as a thou- 
+ ſand men arc not able to recoycrher: fo 
| a. throug 


Or, Good (ounſell for it. 
through the prepoſterouſnefſe, inconſi- 
deration, over haſtineſle, &c. of Elders 
and brethcen, the poore Charch of God 
many times commeth ro ſuch a lamen- 
table condition, that the ſame afterward 
is hardly ever to behelped againe. 

Thirdly, true zeale muſt be for God, 
and for the furtherance of his glory, a- 
bandoning all by-rc{pe&s. If Ichu had 
been a thouſand-fold more zealousthen 
hee was, yet had he procured to his ſoule 
nocowmfortin the world by it, becauſe 


hee uſed his zeale (as the Fowler the 


Hawke) onelv for his owneend and ad- 
Vantage. They that Worſhip God, muſt Wor- 
ſhip hm in ſpirit, and in truth : as there 
muſt bee a tine matter of worſhip groun- 

_ ded on the word, {o there muſt be alſo a 
rruc manner of worſhip, which is, ſin- 
cerely, and fromthe very heart-root, in 
all ſervice,to ayme at the advancement of 
Gods glory. As a good l(eryant, taking a 
peece of worke in hand is carefull to ; 
it ſo as he may give content to his maſter 
for whom he doth ir: ſo in Gods ſervice, 
asthe Apoſtle faith, we ſhoald doe allto 
the plery of God, and not in the leaſt ſeeke 
I OUL 
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- right Way to Peace: 


our owne credit, profit, or the like. An 
exccllent example wee have in our Savi- 


our Chriſt, for thus it is ſaid of him, The 


zeale of thine houſe hath eaten me up : that 
is,he was carncltly zealous for the Chur- 
ches pure reformation, that ſo the wor- 
ſhip of God might there be lincerely per- 
formed, without the mixture of humane 
corruption. 

Fourthly, it muſt bee tempered and 
mixed with compaſhon atfid charity. Ir 
is ire indeed, and wee muſt labour to 
make ita warming fire, acomfortable 
and a profitable fire, not an hurting and 
a devouring one. This was the practicc 
of Moſes,in his zeale he prayed for thoſe 
with whom for their finne he was much 
offended. So Chriſt was angry with the 
Iewes, but withall, hee ſorrowed for the 
hardneſſe of their hearts. As fire purgeth 
out the drofle, but burnes not the guld, 
ſo our care in the cariage of our zeale 
muſt be, to ſuppreſle the corruptions in 
men onely, and not to (ceke the deſtru- 
ftion of their pertons at all. 


Fifrly,the Apoſtle inthe fourth Chap- 


/ tex to the E ohc{ians,and the third yerfe, 


CX- 


—_—_-—-___ cw tne: ima 


Or, Good (ounſall forit. 


exhorteth us unto the praCtice of peace ; 
in the 4.5.6. verl. he (ctteth downe ſun- 
dry reaſons for it; and in the ſecond 
verſe he ſheweth divers meanes how we 
may doe it. The meanes which there he 
ſpeaketh of , are foure; firſt, lowlineſſe 3 
ſecondly, meekpeſſe ; thirdly, long ſuffe- 
ring; fourthly, forbearing oneanother inlove. 

Now firſt for the grace of Chriſtian 
lowlineſſe. This hath in it theſe fixe 
things: 

Firſt, wee muſt ſpeaks faire, and ſalute 
willingly thoſe Chriſtians we meet. 


Secondly, men are to be gentle in theic 


behaviour toward every perſon, and to 
be calme,courteous,and amiable in con- 
verſing, avoyding inthe whole courſeof 
their converſation, harſhneſle, ſullennelle, 
{cornfulneſſe,churiiſhneffe, hardneſle to 
pleale,&c. 
Thirdly, we muſt equal our (elves with 
them of the lower ſort,and rcjoyce as much 

| Inthe (ociety of a poore Chriſtian, asof 
a greateich and honourable man, and 
take heed of over much retirednellc, 


and negleCting of comfortable and pro 


fitable fellowſhip with our brethren. 
3 28 Fourth= 
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116 The right Way to Pence : 
Fourthly,the ſpirituall work of Gods 


grace ſcene in others, mult g.ve occaſion 

' to us of great joy, I ſay, we muſt take ſpe- 
ciall notice of it, and render due praiſe, 
and hearty acknowledgement unto the 
Lord for it. 

Fifcly, we muſt not attempt any thing 
beyond our ability, but in all ſobriety 
ſpeake, and doethings according to thar 
meaſute of grace which is given unto us 
of God. 

Sixtly, we muſt harken willingly un- 
to the good perſwaſtons of others, and 
when the truth is ſhewed to us, we ought 
then readily to obey it, and to renounce 
all conceitednefle, and wilfulnefle of 
judgmet. There is nothing better to keep 
a holy unity among brethren, then that 
they be traftable and yceldable one to 
another,and notto reſt themſelves who- 
ly in their owne inventions,and to reject 
and deſpiſe others in their opinions and 
actions. Itis a proverb commonly uſed 

RE Nee) by the Italians, that hard with hard never 
duro, non 74425 a good Wall : by which is Gignified, 
ta bon au. that :s ſtones la'd one upon auvther, 
T9. without raorter to falten them, make bur 


all 
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Or, good connſell for it. 


an unſound and tottering wal, the which 
eaſily may be ſhaken downe : butif there 
be lime or morter betweene them, yeel- 
ding to the hardneſle of the ſtones, it 1-0 
makes the building ſtrong, firme, and WE.” 
ſtable, able ro indure the forcible at- 4 
rempt of an adverſaries power againſt it: 
ſo that ſociety in which all are as ſtiffo as 
ſtones, and will not give « whit one to 
another : but onc is as wayward, as pee- 
viſh, as much wedded to his owne will, 
as another, cannot long ſtand, but come 
to ruine: contrariwile, where men are 
of aſoft, a yeclding and relenting diſpo- 
ſition, and give place ſometime to each 
others ſtiffeneſſe,take good counſel] one 
from another, and ſtrive to bring their 
hearts to the truth: that fellowſhip is hi. 
like a city compatt topether , and ſo can- Pſal,r22.3 ||. 

not but continue long becauſe of their - 
lowlincſle and humility. is 
The ſecond thing is meekneſſe : to pra- 
&ice which vertue wee muſt doe theſe 
five things: 1, there muſt be a ſuppreſ- 
ſion of anger, and all inward fretting, 
peeviſhnelle, and perturbations , which 
artſs from frowardneſle and diſcon- 
| I; xc; 
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| i j 1 The Je right way to Peace : 
Sh; jd 
| viſt tent: and we ought to beare wrongs and 
i l provocations from others, without pal- 
8:6: 
".\ þ ſion and worldly diſtempers, and neither 
W's | _ topurpole or attempt requitall of them. 
4. 2. We muſt avoid many words,eſpecially 
qi ; 
\ 4 vain and raſh {peeches,and al provoking 
5 
, termes, and not contend long either in 
| Wb I Pet.3. 4» word or deed with others. 3. When men 
| i do miſtake or mi{conſtrue our ſayings & 
Wt doings,if the matter be of {mal moment, 
FRA | OS 
| 8 wee ſhould be filent & patient, 4. There 
i: malt bc a readineſle of minde to forgive 
| Injuries,and not to render evill for evill, 
| 9 - but rather to overcome evill with good= 
($f neſle, 5. Wee muſt not thinke any great 
i thoughts of our ſelves, but.eſtecme the 
k 'N gifts of God in others, and account o- 
* thers better then our telves, 
KF Thirdly , Long-ſujſering : the which 
.- graces piacti ed, 1. when wee returne | 


| meeke and {oft auſwers , howloever 
[ churliſhly and harſhly ſpoken unto. This 
f is an excellent courte to ſtay the violence 
| and race of others, and ſpeedily to cnd 
A | controvaſics among men. A notable 


1 cxample whereof lee in Indges ; when 
[* the men of Ephraim were mcenſed a- 


; | gainſt 


«<<. - 


Or, Good Conyſell for it. 


2ainſt Gideon, and chid him ſharply,be- 
cauſe hee called not them with him a- 
gainſt the Midianites, your gleaning (laith 
he) is better then our vintage: as though 
he had ſaid,the praiſe and honour of the 
ation belongeth as much, or more to 
you, then to us, for we Abiezerites did 
not haife ſo much good by diſcomfiting 
the army,as you did by purluing and fol- 
lowing clolc after it : and by this ſoft an- 
{wer the text faith, theirſpirits were aba- 
zed. The like weſce in Abigail, when 
Davids wrath was Kkindled againſt her 
husband,and houſho}d, ſhe pacihied him 
by her loving and lowly anſwer, fo that 
he bleſſed God that ſent her, and her that 
counſelled him, and her counſell that reſtrat- 
ned him from ſhedding bleed. This is it 
which Solomon teacheth in ſundry pla- 
ccs of the Proverbs : ef ſoft anſwer put- 
teth away Wrath And Chap.zy. A Prince 
zs pacified by ſlaying of anger, and. a ſoft 
tongue breaketh the bones, As fire if it fall 
Into water, is foone quenched, fo the 
znger of men is quickly many times ap= 
pealed, when gentle, friendly, calme,and 
lotr ſpeeches are uſcd roward them. The 
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The right Yay to Peace : 


rath is, whatſoever parts and good qua» 
itiesa man hath, if hce ule {cornfull, 
harſh, and crabbed {peecacs, and returne 
reproach for reproach, hee ſhall never 
win the hearts of inen, nor cvcr proſper 
well in any worthy ſervice, either in 
Church , co:vmon-wealth, or family: 
for alowie, cynicall, and ſullen cariage, 
is exceedingly diſtaſtfull to every bedie, 
How was David (I pray) vexed to the 
very heart with N Nabals clowniſh, and 
churliſhanſwer :; he endured with pati- 
ence Sauls laying wait for his life, and 
Shimeis grievous curſing of him, bur he 
could not bcare thar dogged imellage of 
Nabal] : and had not Abigail (of «hom 
we ſpake even now ) nts. him, and by 
{weet, courteous, and amiable ſpeeches, 


perſwaded him, he had not left ro Nabal 


by the dawning of the day, any of his 
houtſs to piſſeagainſt the wall, We ought 
riizrefore to be of a paticnt nature, and 
wo foilow the example of our Father 
which is In heaven, who bcareth with us 


a!l.The Apoſtle Inde afhirmeth, That Aſi- 
chel the Archangel when he firove againſt 


the devili, and diſputed avout the body of 


Aofes 


af Vt _ gay A © fralm, wan H= RV froi@G ,. 
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| 
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Or, Good Connſell for it. 


e Moſes, durft not blame him With curſed 
ſpeaking, but ſaid, The Lord rebuke thee. 
Where we ſee, that the Archangell abſtat- 
ned from all railing 6 reprochful rerms, 
haviog ro doe with the devill,the greateſt 
enemy of God and his pcople.Now be it 
we have to doe with bad men, with «G- 


a6 xgu worpar, abſurd, unreaſonable, and 2 Theſ.3.2 
ſuch as are notoriouſly Wicked, yet we mult 


nottake liberty to our ſelves, to ufe re- 
viling ſpeeches, to brawle, and contend, 
bnt rather in all ſobriety and calmnes of 


| ſpeech,cndeavour what we can to bring 


them out of their fins. 2. We muſt not be 


calily provoked by {leight injuries, but 
beare cheerfully the inficmities of thoſe 


with whom we do converſe. This duty is 
well ſhewed unto us by Solomon, The 


aiſcretion of a man deferreth his anger : and Pro.19. 1t 


it is his glory to paſſe over 4 tranſgreſſion:the 


word(paſſc over)in the text js a {1milituds 


taken from travellers, who ſceing a log, 


' orſome ſuch thing lye in their way, doe 
| without any notice goe along byit: So. 
ſhould we do, when wropgs and offences 
are done to us, cyen let them palle as nor 
| Knowing then, | 
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We!) | Object. But there are {ome wrongs of ſuch na- 


tre, tharif wee (ufter them bur a liule 
time, wee hazard the lo{je of our lives, 
and the mtcr oyerthrow of our ſtate, and 
therefore wee doubt whether we may 
{after {uch things, or no, 

There muſt bee a difference conlide- 
red of offences and wrongs : 1.ſome are 
{mall and light offences, and ro ſaffer 
them, there will follow no loſlc or hurt 
unto as, and thele we are to tread under 
our fc=t,and altogether to Ictthem paſle, 
aS if they were never at all ſpoken or 
done againſt us. 

Secondly, there may bee offences 
which bring ſome ſmall huit to our 
goods, life, credit, &c. and theſe wee 
. may take notice of by the example of 
Zol.8, 46, Chriſt :yct withall we muit put them up, 
ard be long-ſuffering in relpeCt of them : 
the realon is, becaulc greater Cale cver- 
more muſt bee had of peace, and love, 
then of our owne private affaires. 

Third!ly,fome inucics tnere þe which 
ge yet further, and doe bring danger to 
our lives and eſtates ; now theie not one- 
:7 thay we take k:wowledge of, butallo 


ſeceke 


- 
" 


—_— = mm __——_ —_— 


| A 0 OY 
Or, Good Counſel! for it. I23 "9 


ſcekea lawfull remedy againſt them,ſoo» _ OE. F 
ner or later, according to the Knowue 108-1! 
danger of them: Nevertheleſſe, as wee ey * 
{eekea lawfull remedie againſt them, to {4 i 
wee mult bee ftill carefull ro carie in us Wo 1 i 
love, mceknefle, patience, compaſſion, CE 


&c. and not to nouriſh in our hearts any 
deſire of revenge, in righting of our "ke 
{elves of the wrong, by warrantable and i 
appointed meanes. 

Fourthly, forbearing one another : this lg 
duty of ChriStian toleration concerncs us UNR-267 
very much, for weare notall Cedars of WA 
oneand the like growth: but as there is 
1 ſtrong faith, {0 a Weake one allo , and gyamria. 
lme-are babes, 1 Cor.z.2.and have need FIp@ogs> 
f milke, Heb. y. 13. that is, the firſt and 
talie doctrines of Chriſtian religion. 

The flicker, more infirme,and weak that 

ny member is, the greater care is alwaies 

aken for the good of it, by the reſt of = 
he members of the body: the like pra- "is 
tice ſhould be uſcd among Chriſtians, | 
$ the Apoſtle {aith, ſupport the weake. x Theſ.s. 
ind in another place, We that are ſtrong, 34: 

ght to beare the infirmities of the weake. es Ba 
Hee ufeth a metaphor from building, pacatp. 

| where 


r24 | The right way to Peace: 

where the pillars do cary the waipht and 
burden of the houſe ; fo in the Church, 

which is the houle of God, luch as have 
received a great mealute of faith, know- 
ledpe,love, hope, patience, &c. ſhould 
ſupport the inficmities of the weake, 

that fo the whoie building being com- 

pact and Knit rogether, may grow up in- 

toa holy Temple in the Lord. Chriſti 

ans inthe holy Scriptures,are likened to 

z Pet.2, xx travellers, their frailties, weakneſles, and 
Eal.6.2. flips, to burdens : now as travellers to 
ooe forward the more cheerfully and 
ſpeedily on their journey, doe ule to eaſc 

one another, by carying one anothers 
burden, either in whole, or in part, right 

ſo for the thing in hand, when with pa- 

tience we (uffer many things in our bre- 
thren, which are indeed tcoubleſome and 

ery offenlive unto us, wee doe by this 

rcanes run much the faſter in the way 

thar leadeth to cternall life. 

I might lay you downe many reaſons 

why the weake ſhould bee ſupported. 

Firſt, becauſe none is {0 ftrong, bur 

one time or other hee may lip, and fall, 
#2d ſo ſtand in necd to bee {ſupported of 
©i(NETSs 


— 


impor Iman RR NS 


Or, Good (,onnſell for it. I25. 

others.. Secondly, this is the end why 
. God hath giycn unto ſome greater oifts, 
| and more ſtrength,then unto others,that 

by their ſtrength they might ſupport the Eph. 4.8. 
weake. Thirdly, the omiflion of this 12: 

duty is a grievous ſinne; the ſheepherds 
of Indah are heavily raxed,they ſtregthned Ezck. 34:4 
| 10s the weake. Fourthly, there is promi- 

ſed manifold bleflings unto him that pru- 
| dently attendeth unto the poore weakling. Plal.41.4. 
| Fiftly, the Lord by his owne example 
| Jeadeth us unto this practice : who did 
ſuffer and beare with the manners of the Aa.rz.rs. 
Ifraclites forty yeares in the wildetnefle, £ Per. 2.24 
| So Chriſt hath allo borne the infirmities 
of us all. 
But afrer what manner ought one to Queſt. 
|þeare with another, in caſc of offences? 
The faults of men are to be conlide- Anſwer, 

red, cither in judgement, or practice. 
[Firſt for their judgement , if the errour 
be beſide the foundation of religion,and Rom.14.x 
deſtroyes not the faith, the ſame is io be Phil-3-15+ 
\borne with: howſoever men ought to 
doe their beſt endeavour to purge them 
from it if they can, Contrariwilc, if the 

errour bee in the foundation, as the de- 
| nyall 


A&.r3.10. 
Gal.2.5. 
Rev.,2. 2. 


Pro.28.4. 


 Theright way to Peace : 


nyall of the death of Chriſt, juſtification 


by workes, immortality of the ſoule, 
&c. it muſt not then ar all be tolerated. 


Secondly, faults of practice, are firſt in 
doctrine: ſecondly, in manners. The 


Angels and Churches of Pergainus and 
T hyatyra are ſharply reproved for having 
and ſuffering falſe teachers among them, 
which infected mens ſonles, and drew 
them from the truth, into horrible he- 
relies. Indeed when fuch pernicious 
points aretaught , whereby Gods cove- 
nant is violated,the brethren injured, the 
right wayes of the Lord perverted, wee 
muſt not then give place, but ſhew our 
zealc for God againſt it, by raking ſpee- 
dy puniſhment of it. Laſtly , concerning 
manners , that which herein wee muſt 
beare with in others,are their infirmities 
& {lips only,as haſtines, raſhnes, {lownes 
forgerfulnes,&c. for if their walKing be 
{candalous, ſuperſtitious, or idolatrous, 
we muſt then contend with them : that is, 


{ceke ro bring them out of their linnes 
by true repentance, or caſt them outof | 


the Church for their ſinnes, if they bec 
found obſtinate and impenitent in them. 


The 


| 


Or, Good Connſell for it, 127 


\ The. end which men muſt propound in 
pleaſing their brethren, is in ſecking their 
| good, and furthering thcir ſalvation. A Rom,x4;2 
_ loving father yeelds to pleaſe hischilde 

' | in many things, but nor co pgive him a 

/ knife, or that which may hurt him. This 

| great care we muſt ſtill have in our {uffe- 

Ting, plealing and for bearing each other, 

[notto obſerveitatanytime further forth, 

then is to the glory of God, and for 

'our cdification, true peace, and murtuall 

: | conſolation! 

| A ſixt meanes for peace, is etal 6, Meanes, 

in the choice of officers, none ought ro ad- 

. 'miniſter,ril they firſt be proved,and found 1 Tim.z, 

in ſome good mealute well qualified for 19+ 

the place. The husbandman will not put 

Al beaſt under the yoake, untill it bee of 

yeares and ſtrength to performe lome 

profitable ſervice for him. Now by how 

'much the holy and ſpicituall workes of 

the SanCtuary, are of preater value then 

all other, by ſo much ſhould our care be 

the murr,'0 "call able men both for body 

e” and minde unto the ſame. Thus in all 

ſages the Lord himſelfe hath done, hee 

lhach choſen men for his ſerv ces as had 


TY | ; IN 


w: 


1 x29 The right Way to Peace : 
in in them gifts and abilities. Hee having a | 
Y: curious Sanctuary to build , appointed 
Exod.z5., Becaleel for the worke, one filled with 
30.31 wiſedome, underſiandins, and knowledge. 
When he. (ets Solomon to build the |, 
Temple, hee direts him to fend ro Hu- | 
ram the King of Tyre, for 4 skilfull and | 
2 Chron, 2 cunning man. When he brings the Fx | 
6.12.13. lires from the miſerable bondage of E- 
gypizhe puts Moſes and Aaron upon the | 
buſineſſe, men excellently qualified for 
it. When he purpoleth to drive out the 
inhabiranrs of Canaan, and to (ertle in it 
his owne people , hee appoints Ioſhuah 
| unto that ſervice, 4 mighty man in valonr. 
S | The Apoſtles may not goe forth,to twrne | 
the diſobeaient to the Wiſedome of the just, 
till they have received the Holy Ghoſt : let 
us herein be folloWers of God 44 deare chil- 
1 Tim,g. dren, and lay hands ſuddenly on no man, 
22, but ſee firſt that the perſon be fit for the 
office, before he be made an officer. He that 
ſhould put a {word ina mad mans hand, 
may himlelfe perhaps be wounded. and 
killed withit: even fo, when authority 
is given unto ignorant, inconliderate, | ] 
raſh, and idle hcaded men, it is a thou- | 
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| fire therefore the prolperity and good 


| waics upon the faithfall among them, 
| have in them wilcdome, knowledge,fin- 
| abilities, whereby they may bec able to 


| perform their place aright, to ovary s ones 
| joy and great comfort. 


Or, Grad Vonnſellf for its 


| ſand to one; if that ſociety bee not bro- 
ken all to peeces by the meanes. When 
the Lord intended ro bring confuſion 
upon Iudah and Ierufalem, marke (1 
pray ye) the way which he takes to bring 
chis thing to paſſe: hee taketh away from Eſa,z,t.2, 
them the Indge and the Prophet, the prit= 34+ 

dent and the connſeller, and groes children 

to be their Princes , and babes to rule over 

them : afterwards it followeth, leruſalem 

& ruined, and Indah is fallen. As men de- V. 8. 


129 


eſtate of that body whercof they thers- 
ſelves are members, let their eyes bee a[- 


and preferre ſuch onely unto office as 


cerity, expericnce, and other like good 


A ſcyenth meancs for peace, is to exc- 7. Meates. 
cute righteouſly the holy lawes of God, 
and to ayoid pattialitie , and opprel- 
hon. The words of Agurthe ſonne of 


(faith hee) rhe gs f milke bringets 


Jaketh are well to be conſidered : Surely Pro.zo.ult, 


130. The right Way to Peace: 
forth butter, and the Wringing of the noſe 
bringeth forth blood : ſo the forceng of wrath 
bringeth forth ſtrife. There is not any one 
thing which cauſerh contention ſooner 
in the Church, then when crueltic and 
bard courſes are taken np by one againſt 
another. A worme you know will turne, 
if it be troden upon : ſo when people are 
ſill oppreſled, wronged, and abufcd, 
they cannot in ſucha caſe forbeare to 
make refiſtance, howlſocyer there fol- 
lowes much trouble upon it. When the 
ten tribes underſtood the tyrannuus pur- 
poſe of Rehoþoam,and what very ſlaves 
he meant to make of them, they drew 
their necke preſently away from his go- 
vernment, Indeed who will not (if bee 
can) take himſclfe off from that evill ſo- | 
cicty, in which men are rather over-ruled 
by cruelty & violence,then wel governed 
by equity and wholeſome lawes. Oppreſ- 

Ecd.o.7, fon (faith Solomon) maketh a Wiſe man | 
4d: that is,although of himſclfc he be | 
of a marvelous meeke, and quiet fpirit, | 

b: gelires nothing in the world more then 

| » poace, and loatheth with bis very ſoule 
ſtixces and comroverſics , yet ofr-rimes 


thiough 
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| ſpeaking thus: 7 have made you contemp- 1,1 2.9. 


| Lord, whois with us in the judgement, 19.6. 


| jt a ſpeciall' cauſs of molt contention. 
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0r, Grd Cnſalfrit. 1s AA 
through the barbarous and cruell ations ; 
uſed againſt him by others,he is made to 
ſpeake and doe altogether otherwiſe 
then he would. Butler there not bee a 
ballance & a ballance in Gods houſe, for 


that, you know,is unto him abominable. 
The Prophet Malachi brings in the Lord 


tible and baſe before all the people, according 

as ye have not kept my Wayes, but have been 

partiall in the Law. You are not ignorant 

of the reproach and horrible ſcandall 

which many doc now moſt juſtly lye un - 

der forthis very thing, becaryſe they have 

been partial iti the Law.Some mens moats 

are beamcs in their eyes, other mens 
beames are woates with them. Now as 

we tender the glory of God, the honour 

of the Goſpcl,and our owne reputation, 

peace and comfort, let the atfaires of 

the Church be otherwiſe caried among —— 
us: for Wee judge not for man, but for the , Chron. 
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A l{eventh meanes for peace, is, bro 7. Meangs, || 
therly love, a yertue better Knownez then th. 
by ſome well praiſed ; and the want of 
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He that hatcth the perſon of another,ta- 
Keth occaſion (as we (cedaily) at every 
thing to quarrell with him, and inter- 
preteth all his ſayings and doings in the 
r Cor, 13.4 Worſt part : but charity ſuffereth long, en« 
$7. aureth all things, and is not eafily provoked. 
Where true love is ſoundly ſetled in the 


that can beare with anothers inficmity, 
chooſing rather to croſſe himſelfe, rhen 
10 irritate & provoke any in their weak- 
neſſe. A loyer will endure for his love, 
any thing that ſhal be impoſed upon him, 
and put up manifold wrong which is 
done unto him by her. So Chriftian cha- 


things as may be borne and ſuffered with 
brethren. In the primitive Churches, it 


was the cuſtome & manner of the Chri- 
z Cor. 1. ſtiang to have love-feaſts before the Lords 


| ey 4. Supper : unto this ſome'brovght honey, 
HE ne. - & + 


ſome bread, ſome wine, ſome milke,and 
every one according to his ability con= 
tributed (omething : and this they did, 
for the more comforting and refreſhing 


heart, there will bee ſhewed a behaviour 


rity cauſeth us patiently to beare all ſuch 


a good conſcience, for the good of our 


Mn iy tu: min OAH to form me as ds ed. 


of the poore by the riches fort, as allo. 
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Or, good counſell for it. 
the better to nouriſh and continue loye 
and peace among themſclyes, Now I 
doe not (ce, but there may be a lawfull 
and good uſe ſtill made of this praQtice, 


at ſuch times as eyery Church ſhall find 


ro bee moſt convenient for them, and 
their eſtate. The truth ls, it is a thin 

much to be wiſhed, that the Saints more 
frequently would meet together, make 
each other partaker of the bleſflings 
which God hath given unto them, and 
diſcourſe of the do@rines of Chriſtian 
religion, for hereby their accord in the 
trath would be the better preſerved,and 
the graces of Gods Spirit the more in- 
crealed in their {oules. Me thinkes this 
holy duty ſhould not by any one be neg- 
Iced : for ro performe Kinde offices, 
and good turnes to the brethren, it is a 
moſt certaine ſigne of our new birth and 
ſpiritual regeneration in Chriſt. A wo- 


| man which thinkes her ſelfe ro bee with 
| ehilde, yet if moneth after monerh ſhee 
| feele not any ſtirring of it in her body, it 


is apparant then thar in the thing ſhee js 
miſtaken altogether : even ſo, what con- 
dence focyer people have of faith in 


ry af. 
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i [ Iam.2, 20. their hearts, if the daily fruits of it UP « 
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on all occaſions doe not appcare Out- 
wardly before men, they alfo are wholly 

deceived in their opinion,and ſhall fees 
ly have their. portion with unbelcevers 
x4 hell fire. Now this kinde of love 
w hereof I ſpeake, firſt muſt be fincere,and 


= | 20-72-10 wizhour diſſimmlation, not in Word, but in 


x Joh.3.18 1d. Wee muſt abhorre all fuch mens 


practices, which will falute willingly, 

ſpeake faire, and uſe people with great 

Feel and yet ſecretly plot malice, 

and miſchicfe in their heeres, ipcake evill 

behinde mens backes, and labour what 

they canto ſubyert and overthrow them. 

Eph.r. x5. Secondly, it muſt be ſhewed to all Saints, 
lam. I.2eycnto thoſe that ace poore, ficke, un- 
der temptations, fallen by occaſion, &c. 

not reſpetting perſons. Thirdly, it muſt be 

extended to the whole man. For to give rC- 

Licte onely unto another mans body,and 

not any thing unto his foule, is no more 

thena Turke or Heathen can doe, and 

to ſhew compaſſion onely to the foule, 

and not to the body, isa worke which a 

very hypocrite and reprobate can doe: 

but tO tniniſter (calonable comfort unto | 


the 
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the ſoule and bodice alſo,isan ation per- 
formed by the Lords people onely. 
Fourthly, ir muſt bc a conſtaut love : wee 
muſt love alwaycs, as well as carneſtly, 
Fiftly, ir muſt bee a growing love: fo wee 
aretaught by the Apoſtle, to encreaſe,and 
abound in it. | 
T he eight meanes for peace, is to keep 

out from the Church all vaine, unnece(- 
ſary, and needlefle controverſies. The be- 
ginning of ſtrife, is as when one letteth out 


' Water : therefore leave off contentvon before it 


bee medled with. 1tis a very dangerous 
thing to breake,(how little ſoever it be} 
the banke which Kkeepeth a river in his 
courſe : for (o ſoone as there is never (0 
{mall a breach begunne in it,there low- 
eth out much water, to the great hurt 
(perhaps) of many people. In this pro- 
verbe we ate taught to feare to beginne a 
ficife,confidering how hard a thing it is 


to ſtop the manifold evils which arslike- | 


ly to follow herenpon. A little diſcaſc is 
oftentimes the beginning of a great ſick- 
neſle : ſo a ſmall matter unneceſlarily ar 
the firſt raken in band, doth cauſe long 
trouble, many times, cſpeciaily when 

K 4 there 
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Cal.4.1s. . 


x Theſ.4. 
I6. 

Philip.T.9,' 
S, Meanes, i 
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Note. there is never 4 wiſe man in all the company 
"ll fo put agood end ſpeedily unto it, = : 
WE] 9. Meanes. The ninth meanes for peace, is, that 
| in queſtions and diſputable controver- 
fies (which cannot be concluded among 
W ; our {elyes,) we fecke the helpe of other 
Il'F Churches. This practice the Saints uſed 


v 
' 


KN ; A&.ry. inthe Apoſtles daics: as alſo in Moſes 


{ Deut.17« 8], for hard and doubtfull matters, the 
2 Chion. 


19.8, people diſperſed through the Ci:ics and 
| Tribes, had the aide of the Senate in Te- 
ruſalem : and ſo much wee write in the 


ifs 
33-4 


W | faith. Ar- ticrelar congregrations be diſtintt ana ſeverall 

| '©5% Hodies, every one asa compatt and knit City 

1n it ſelfe,yet are they all to walke by one and 

the ſame rule, and by all meanes convenient 

to have the counſell and helpe one of another 
in all needfull affaires of the (hurch , as 
members of one bodie, in the common faith, 
| wnder Chriſt their onely head. | 

| 20. Means, A rtenth mcancs for peace, is, to Keeps 
p Ay a ſtrict watch at the gates of the houſe of the 
| Dan 11.30 £974, that none which is unclean in any 
T:; thing be received wto the holy covenant. It 


the Philiſtines made againſt David unto 
Co Achiſh 


{i b/ Confeſl.of confeſſion of Our faith : eAlthough pare 


| was an objection which the Princes of | 


| 


_ ©» _ —_——  — Wes oh ” 
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Achiſh, that hee ſhould not goe downe 
with them to warre, Left hs 

the battell he be an adverſary to us. Indeed i 
there is great reaſon why wee ſhould bee 
warvelous carcfull of all whom wetake 
on for (pitituall ſouldiers ander our 
chicfc Captaine and Lord Icſus Chriſt : 
becauſe otherwiſe, when wee thinke to. 
have from them their aid and afliſtance, 
it comes to paſſe that they fall from us 
quite away, and prove the greztolt adycr- 
ſaries unto the truth. Iris a dangerons 
thing for thoſe who are in health, to rake 


| mato rheir family one which hath the 


pleoue, or any ſuch like infetious diſ- 


calc 'v upon him: but more hurtful athing 


| by farre will ir bee, if in the Church of 


God there ſhould bee admitted at any 


' time ſuch perſons «s have viſibly upon 


4 TN rn 


them the ſpiritual peſtilence and leproſie 
of ſinne and wickedneſſe, The people 
of Iſracl when they came forth from Ba- 


| bylon, would not give way at any hand, 
| that the Samaritanes ſhould build with 
| them the Temple at Icruſalem, albcir 
| they greatly defired tt e thing of them, 


yea, and moreover ſaid, Wee ſexe 200 Ezra 4.2. 


W%7 


they) TS « Sam, 29c 
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\ God, as ye doe. But the anſwer returned | 
unto them, was, Tow have nothing to doe \ 
With us to build an houſe nnts onr God, but 
we our ſelves together Will build an houſs un= | 
zo the Lord God of fſrael. Now the reaſon \ 
why they are not admitted unto the 
2 King. 17+ worke, is, in regard that they were opens 1 
4. dolaters, and therefore perſons altoge- |} 
Ther unfit for the ſpirituall fociety and ; 
fellowſhip of the Saints. O Jehovah(laith | 
Pſal.9z.5. the Prophet )holineſſe becommeth thy houſe. 
Ir is not for the true Church, 3 open ber {| 
Ezek,16, knees unto every paſſenger, but contrari» | 
28. wile, to keepe her charge, and not ſuffer | 
* ale $o7' any one to communicate in her holy | } 
'Y 
/ 


things, but ſuch oncly as bring faith and 
repentance with them, externally at leaſt 
.In reſpect of others, whom it concernes 
to dilcerne end judge of them,according « 
the word of God, and rulcof charity. . | « 
Will any wiſe man take wolves, lyons, | 
or foxcs into his ſheep-fould, ſow tares, y 
ordarnell in his garden, plant thiftles or « 
thornes in his orchard. The Chureh is | q 
rhe Lords ſbeep-fold, his garden, his orch- | y 
yard, &c. and therefore there muſt bee | , 
great cate taken of the people which are | f, 


v 
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Or, Good Connſell for it. 139 
reccived into it. (ar two Walks together AM953.3. 
except they be agreed ? Beleeve it, unleſle | 
we take (uch in among us, as are of the 
ſame minde, and of the ſame judgement 
with us, in the chiefs, maine, and prin- 
cipall points of our profciſion, wee ſhall 
not then walke long together, and in 2 
holy and comfortable unity, but trouble 
and woful] contentions will FOROW: let 

us doe what wecan. 

Thelaſt, and one of the beſt meanes 21. Means. 
for peace, is to beſecch the God of loye and 2 Cor. I3c 
| peace to give us to be like minded, even *** 
to worke in us that good accord which 
| he requireth of us. This David teacheth, 
when he (aith, pray for the peace of leru- Plal.122.6 
falem. 

'  Thereis one thing which yet remain- 
 . cth. viz. that [ lay downe {ome motives 
| or reaſons to perſwade us unto peace. 
| FirR, becauſe contention cauteth di- Motive tr. 
| . viſion, and ſchiſme, and what follow- 
Eth then, but confukon and utter ruine 
| of tne Church? If the veines ana ſfinewes 
| which tye the bod) y together, be cut once 
* | aſunder, all the OT will fall cach 
T | from ether: it is Peace (wy brethren) 
= $1 which 


The right way ts Peace: 
which vifibly bindes Chriſtians in a ſpi- 


 ituall body: 6d if they break this bond, 


they are preſenlyſeparated and divided, 

Itisa point of worthy obſeryation,that 
through the home-bred wartes and diſ- 
ſentions which by ſome few have beens 
raiſed up among the brethren, greater 
hurt hath beene done unto the Chur- 


ches of Chriſt, then by all the cruell and: | 
bloody perſecution which the ungodly 1 


tyrants of this world have ever commit- 
ted againſt the ſame. For, as Camomell, 

the more it is trodden on , the deeper it 
rooteth, and thicker ir groweth: and 


ſpice, the more it is beaten and bruiled, 


the (wecter it ſincllcth: ſo forrain trou- 


 bles have occaſioned ofttimes the Chur- 
ches proſperous encreaſe, and madeit | 


more pure, glorious, and excellent. But 
when ſtcife and contention init hath 
beene kindled , finall deſolation upon 
the ſame aſuglly hath follawed. Ir is a 


Mat.12.25 true ſaying, Every (ity or hotſe divided a+ 


ainſh it ſelfe, cannot ſtand : and Satan 
; Mg this wel enough, and therefore 
laboureth to ſet his inftruments on work 
ro trouble and molcſt the Saints, but lex 


thele 
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theſe vile wretches know, that vengeance 

awaiteth for thew, and God will furely 

one day find them out, and lay open be- 

forc men and Angels their deceits, their 
 trecheries, their hypoccriſies, their ſpiri- 

tuall murders, and al! the reſt of their 
 filthineſſe : howſoever they now carie it un- Note. 
der a cloake of religion, holine ſſe,ard the like. 
If any (ſaith the Apoſtle) deſtroy the Tem- - 
ple of God, him ſhall God deſtroy. He fpea- 1Cor.z.17 
| Kerh ſpecially to the contentious ſpirits 
| at Corinth, and ſheweth them what crec- 
| nall rorments would ſurely come upon 
' them, unleſle they did ceafe, forfake, and 
give over their furious and violent cour-, 
| ſes, No man (I thinke) will adventure 
to raze downe the pallace of an earthly 
| Prince, for he knoweth, if hee ſhould, 
; great puniſhment for it would bee Jaid 
; upon him. Oh me thinkes men ſhould 
be more afraid to teare in peeces by their 
| carentinn the ſpirituall building of 
{ God,becauſe he hath greater power then 
all the Kings of the world, to puniſa 
{them moſt ſeverely for ir. 
| When Herod was highly diſpleaſ.d 
| With the inhabitants of Tyre and Sydon, 


it 


24%  Therightway to Peace : 
It is {aid that they ſought earneſtly unto 
him forpeace, by Blaſtus the Kings Cham- 
AA&.12, 26 berlainc, and the reaſon, becauſe their 
country Was nouriſhed by the Kings coun- 
tre, The Church of God is of more 
warth & greater value then all the King- 
Plal. 132: dpmes of the world, for in it the Lord 
_—_ — himſelfe dwelleth, it is his kingdome, 
2.3. . here heraigneth as Lord and King ovec 
Pſal.19, x1 his Saints: init is milke, wine, and the 
| honey combe, ſweet, wholeſome, and 
j - P:;21.87,7, comfortable to nouriſh the ſoule, out of 
it God giveth graces to his Saints, teach- 
zzck.47. th men his Wayes, and hideth them (as 
OE” under his wings) from manifold judge- 
'14-* ments, temporall, and ſpirituall : to this 


hath he made the promiſes, and given the | 


Plale27. 4. ſeals of his covenant, preſence,love,bleſſmng, 
F- and protettion, here are the holy Oracles, 


(as in the Arke) ſurely kept, and purely | 


taught: here are all the fountaines and 
ſprings of his grace continually repleni- 
thed, and flowing forth : here is Chriſt 
lifted up to all nations, hither hee inviteth 


all men to his ſupper and mariage feass : | 


hicher ought all mea of all eſtates and de- 
— grees, that acknowledge him their onely 


Pro- 
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Or, Good Counſell for it. 

Prophet, Prieſt, and King,to repaire to be 
enrolled among his houſhold ſervants, to 
be under his heavenly conduct and go- 
verament, to lead their lives in his wal- 
led ſheep-fold, and watered orchard,and to 
have communion here with the Saints, 
that they may be made meet to be partakers 
of their inheritance in the kingdome of God. 
Levit.26.11,12. Math.28.19.20. Rom. 
9.4.5. Eſa. 59. 29. Erech. 47.1. loh. 1. 
16. & 7. 38. Eph. 4. 4.7. Eſai.. 11.12, 

2 Cor.6. 18. Ezek. 48. 35. E/as. 59. 20. 
| 1 Tim.3.15. Eſa.8.16. 17m. 4.16, Pſal, 
46,4. 5. 1 Tim.6. 3.5. 2 Tim. 2. Dent. 
I2.5.11. Song 4. 12, Gal. 6.10, Eph. 2. 
| 19. Coloſſe 1.1213, And ſeeing it isthus, 
| oh then how deare ſhould the Lords 
| houſe, and his ordinances bee unto our 
| ſoules, and how carefull ought we to be 
| touſeall good meancs for the preſerva- 
| tion and welfare of the ſame. Now the 
| tcurh is, (as it hath beene alrcady ſhewed) 
| there is no better way inthe world, to 
- preſerve the Church, then to be at peace 
' , among our ſelves : for if wee give way a- 

, gainc co contention, the holy Qity will 
| lye waſte, Sion become a wild:rneſle, 
W. and 
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| and Terufalem a heape of ſtones. 
Motive 3» Secondly, in regard. of the ſcandall 
and preat reproach, which otherwiſe 


we ſhall bring unto religion. I may well 
kere ſpeake to you in the words of Ne. 


Neh,5.9. hawk; Ozght ye not to walke i in the feare 


of our F and becauſe of the reproach 


| of the Heathes , our enemics. Thee 


ar ſorne (as you all well know)that doe | 


Watch for or halting, and would be glad 
' to finde out any occaſion againſt us, 


wherby to diſgrace our holy profefſon: 


Eccl.g.z. Ohtherefore let us looke to our feet, keeps 

Pro.4. 23. our hearts with all diligence, walks as chil- 

er gl 3 aren of light, love onr enemies, ! render no; 

44 pill for evill unto any man, but rather ſuf- 

fcr wrong, and patle by "offences, for i in 

T Thel.5. fe doing, wee ſhall put to ſilence the igno- 
Wf« rance of fooliſh men, 1 Pct.2.15, 

The reaſon why one Tacitus a hea- 
then, wrote ſo bitterly againſt the Chri- 
ſtians, was (as hee himſelfe profeſſerh) 
becauſe they committed ſundry grievous 
finnes, which the infidels themſclves 
much abhorred. Itis yery true, (and 
with great oriefe of heart I{peake it) wee 


bay beene a reproach anto our nei ghbbours, a 
| ſcorne, 


Cn ny on EI 
by 
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Or, Good (ounſell for it. 
fcorne and derifion to them ronnd about us. 
| Lord, how have many, as with the fin- 
ger, pointed at us, and ſaid, Is this the 
citie that men call the perfeiiion of beautic, Lament, 
the joy of the whole earth ? But what, think 3+ *5* 
ye, hath brought umo us this he avy af- 
flition? even the rage, fury, and wrath 
of ſome few perſons , which were ſome- 
times of us. O »wy ſoule, come not thou in- 
zo their ſecrets, unto their aſſembly mine ho- Gen, 49.6. 
our be not thou united. Alas, the cariages 
of things haye beene ſometimes (o evill, 
as that a pagan well might have bluſhed, 
ro haye ſcene the ſame : (o that for my 
part 1 dare not ſay that itis altogether 
without cauſe, that ſome have hiſſed and \ 
wagged their beads at the daughter of Teru- 
ſalem.Oh woeis me,woe is me,our con- 
tention, our contention: this hath given 
matter to their pens and tongues, both 
to write and ſpeake cyill of us. When 
there remaines nothing of a candle but 
the ſnaffe, it is more offenſive unto the 
people of the houſe, then if the ſame had 
never beene lighted ar all : ſo when men 
doe come once ta loſe he poWer of godli- 
weſſe, ro wit, the performance of holy 
* # duties 
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Dan.6,5. 


The right Way to Peace : 
duties in their familie, a ici obſerya- 
tion of the Lords day,often humiliation, 
faithfulneſle of calling , rightcouſneſſe 
towards men, &c. and have nothing left 
in them but the ſy#ffe of deceit, revenge, 
cruelty, lying, carnall policie, &c. oh 
What a ſtench then and filthie ſmell pro- 


=.cecdeth from them, itis able to make a 
mans hcatt to rile to be neere them. Be- 


leeye it, thoſe which never gave up their 
names to Chriſt, never profeſled the 
fcare of God, ncvcr made any covenant 
tO walke in the truth, doe not appearc 
haife ſo odious aud vile as theſe doe, 
Iris faid of Damnicl, that the order and 
manner of his walking was ſuch, as his 
enemics could not finde any occalion a- 
o2inſt him, except concerning his God. Let 
us inthe whole courſe of our lite be juſt 
Ii ke unto him, walke preciſely and ſtriftly, 
undertake no ation without a good cal- 
ling and commiſhon from God to war- 
rant it: practife our owne ſelves,as mich 
or more then we require of others:keep 
clolc fill to the Lord in (inccrity, and 
ſhew our (clves pitifull, tender-hearted,and 
þ xc one to another, and then wee need 
| not 


| Or, Good (onnſell for ite 
not feare either men or devils: for if 
any doe ſpeake cvill of us, becauſe Wee 
Wull not runne With them to the ſame exceſſe 


of riet, as to ſweare, Iye, commit adul- - 


terie, Worſhip the image of the beat, and 
receive his marke in our right hands, or i 
our foreheads, SC. in all this we are to re- 
joyce, for great ſhall bee our reward in 
the kingdome of heaven. 


x 


Thirdy , contention hindreth many z,Motive. 


from joyning to the Church of God: yeait 
cauſeth chem to be altogether moſt un- 
willing to ſcarch after the knowledge 
of the truth, and are by this meanes eve- 
ty way hardned in their owne ſinfull 
and unwatrantable comſcs. 1 know it 
will not io the leaſt excuſe a man before 
the judgement ſeat of Chriſt, to Keep him- 
ſel{e oat from the faith and ſacred order 
of th Goſpel], in regard that ſome doe 
walke very {candalouſly in it. Yet ne- 
vertheleſle, Woe unto them by whom offen- 
ces come, it Were better that a milſtoue were 
hung about their neckgs, and they caſt into 


the ſea, then thar their life and evill dea- 


ling ſhould bee an offence unto any, er 
hinder þut one manor woman from the 


L 2 | ents 
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Rev.1i3.1c 
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know, that there is ſcarce a better way 
to propagate the Goſpell, and to faſten 
it 0n the afteCtions of ſtrangers, then the 
holineſle and ſincere obedience of thole 
that profefſeir. John Bapriſts auſterity 8c 
Maih.z.5. Teverend ſantlity,drawes out Jeruſalem © 
the region of fordan to heare him: yeazcven 
| Marc.6,20 Herod hearing his fame, defires to heare 
| ' * Him, and in reverence of his ſanititie obeyes 
' tn many things. A man by the light of a 
rorch, candle, or the like, eſcapeth ma- 
nifold dangers, and commeth homeat 
laſt by this meanes fafely to his owne 
dwelling. If our converſation be pures 
blamelefle, and withour offence, the be- 
nefit then will be exceeding great which 
others ſhall reape hereby: tor they will 

| HMat,s, x5, COMCAas by a light, much the ſooner to 
| fee their owne carnall cſtate, and goe 
forth of it by true repentance, and enter 
by a holy covenant into the Lords fan- 
Etuary. Contrariwiſe, when men walke 
vnworthily of their vocation, bite and 
dewbure one another, inthe open face of 
the world, they neither win then any 


o00GQ 


etnbracing of the Goſpell. Wee all doe 


$i£dit to the truth, neither procure any 


Or, Good Connſell for is. -= hs 


good to Gods Church , but obdurate 
aliens in their prophaneneſle and infide- 
licy. Surely much it were for the fur- 
therance of the Goſpell, if ſome wirh 
their mouth had never at al profeſſed it, 
for [ dare ſay they have brought tenne 
thouſand times more prejudice unto it, 
by cheir daily contentions , ſchiſmes, 
cenlorioutneſle, raſh condemnation of 
others, 8&c. then ever they adorned it by 
any thing which they have praCtiſed 
ſince the firſt houre that they came un- 
to It. | 

Fourthly, contention cauſeth barrenneſſe, 
and alſo it hindreth men from many [RL 
good workes, aud pious lervices which N14 
they ought to doe. Excellently for this 63A 
purpoſe, is that emphaticall partticle _ 
(hinmeth) uled by David : Behold how 
good and how pleaſant it is for brethren to , WES 
awell together in unitic. Behold, as if hee Pfal, 133-Zenly..s 
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had ſaid, obſerve well the difference be- he 
twixt peace and Warre, for fo long as |) -h 
there is ſtrife betweene brethren, holy Wl 


exctciles in families are then many times 
omitred, wholeſome doctrines unprofi- 
Tably beard, many pretious houres upon 
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Gods holy day vainly ſpent , heavenly 
conferences little regarded, ſecret hu- 
miliation ſeldome practiſed : but when 
they are at peace awong themſelves , all 
theſc things then are otherwiſe looked 
unto, If a man ſhould take a view of 
thoſe countries: in which the fearefull 
{word of warre hath now bcene many 
yeares together , hee would ſoone feoa 
marvelous change. For whereas former- 
ly in them there were famous cities, fru t- 
full fields, great ſtore of corne, cattell, 
old, filver, &c. alas now their houſes 
lye waſte, their treaſures are loſt,the glo- 


rie of theſe Kingdomes, I ſay, through 


watrc, 1s depatted, and they are become 


fields of blaod, a very Golgotha, places of 


skuls : ſome Churches in their firſt con- 
ſtitution, have appeared the perfeition of 


Song 6. 16 the whole earth, as faire as the loone,and 


terrible as an army with banners, and asa 


Rev.21.2. bride adorned for their husband. But throgh 


diſlentions and long contentions 1n 
them,their members ar laſt have loſt, like 


Rev.2.4. Sampſon, their ſtrength, and firſt love, 


Jude 12. 


come to bee clouds Without water, trees 


Withont fruit, covenant breakers, diſobedi- 


al 
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ent to parents, falſe, accuſers, fierce, heady, 2 Tim, 3.2 

high minded, diſpiſers of thoſe that are good, 3 +45 

having a forme of godlineſſe, but denying the 

power thereof. | 
Fiftly, by Peace wee ſhall bee able to 5. Motive, 

reſiſt mach the better, all adverſary -po- 

wer whatſoever. A bundle of ſtickes 

taken together, arc not eaſily broken : 

but being ſevered one from the "other, 

they are quickly pulled in pieces with- 

out any great paines or policy. So long 

as the Saints doe cleaye faſt cach to 0- 

ther, arc of one heart, and mutually con- 

tend for the faith, they make their cauſe 

ſtcong, firme and invincible : bur if they 

fall once unto diviſions, there is then an_ 

open way made for the enemy caſily to 

enterit upon them,and conquer them. UTR 
Sixtly, when there is among Chriſti- 6. Motive, |? > 

ans a holy accord, they will ſecke then 

cach others welfare, as their own, When 

there was a covenant betwixt Ichoſa- 

phat and Ahab, note how the King of 

Indah expreſſerh himſelfe, Us there not 4 

league betwixt thee and me ; yea and what 

then? therefore, ſaith he, my horſes are thy 

horſes,and my people are thy people, Right 

þ.- thus 
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thus it is betweene brother and brother: 
b fo long as they be at peace, they looke not 
| Phil.2-44 oz their oWne things, but on the things alſo 
of others. He that hath more knowledge, 
faith, meekneſle, patience, &c. then o- 
thers, will endeavour what poſſibly hee 
can, to profit them by uſing well thoſe 
| oraces. Fitly doth the Plalmiſt Iiken the 
| Pal, r33.9, Bnity of brethren unto the dew, for look 
as the dew caulcth a certaine ſweet, and 
_ gentle moiſtning of the earth, by which 
the fields are comfoitably nouriſhed,and 


vigor tg produce fig rs of ſundry kinds; 
ſo love it is indeed as a dew in theheart, 
which cauſeth ir ro bring forth ſundry 
excellent fruits for the temporall and 
{pirituall good of many. 
7. Motive, Seventhly, conſider what a difhiculr 


tweene men, after the ſame is once hro- 


lomon : eMC brother offended , is har- 
der to be Wonne , than a ſirong cutie : and 
their contentions are like the bars of a caſtle, 
A man lometimes by all the wiſcdome, 
power,and $Kill that he hath, is not able 
iO 


Pro.18.1 


doc receive new force, nw juice, and. 


and hard thing it is to make peace be- 


ken. Very well for this ſpeaketh So 


Or, Good Connſel! for it. 153 

ro recover the affection and good will - 
A of ſome people. For indeed, as the A- 
poſtle ſaith of the Gentiles, they arc xn- 
_ appeaſable, that is, ſuch as whole malice Rom: x.3r 
admits no termes of truce , muchleſle 
of hearty reconcilement. Dry wood, if 
it be {ct on hot coales, will rake fire and 
burne ſoone , bur the flame of ir is not 
eafily to be quenched. Exceeding apt me 
areto be offcnded,and to take in contene 
tion and ſtrife among them: neyerthe= 
| lefle this iscerraine, they ſhall afterwards 

finde much to doe to breake their ſpirits 
| Purge rage from their hearts, and ſo re- 
unite themſelves againe in brotherly love. [ha 
+ An eight motive to induceus unto g, Morive; | > 
| Peace, is, becauſe all the godly are of , " RS 
| ſpirituall kindred and alliance , they are 
children of one father, thatis God, and 4,12 x0. 

.Io, 

, all borne of the immortall ſeed of the word. 
| This very reaſon Moſes uled to make 3 Petele23- 
peace betweenethe two Hebrewes : Sirs, 
ye are brethyen, why doe ye wrong one ano- At.7 .26, 
ther ? The like argurwent did Abraham 
lay downe to Lot : Let there bee no ſtrife Gen 
I pray thee, betWeene mee and thee, and be- 
rweene my herdmen, and thy berdzen, for 

We 
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we are brethren. Oh me thinks the word. 
brother is of marvelous efficacic and 
force to ſtay men from violent and all 
injurious courſes. We judge that conten- 


tionto be the worſt, which natursll bre-. 


thren doe take-up one apainlt another, 
bnt certainly this is not halfe (o vile and 
{candalous, as that which is practiſed by 
brethren in the faith. 1 will ſpeake only 
briefly of the motives which are be- 
hinde. 

This will make us the fitter to praiſe 
God, and to do him ſervice with encous 


Rom. 15.5. agement and comfort. 


By this means we ſhall hayc good dates, 
and without it,the whole time of our 
life to come will bee miſerable and moſt 
unhappy, as wee have found by wofull 
experience alrcady. 

Wee have a promiſe of God that hee 


| Plal. 133.3, will Canifie and bleſſe unto us all our 


lawfull endeavours, viz. naturall,civill, 
morall,and religious. 


This will make us cyer to cate our 


| F AR.2. 46. meat with the more gladneſlc, and ſingle- 
|, | Phil-2.1-2- yofſe, and quictneſſe of heart. 


Laſtly, there can be no ſurer evidence 
then 


Or, Good Cornſel! for it. 155 


thenthis,that we are the ſons and davph- x ix.6; | 
ters of the eternall God, and ſhall have 
an inheritance with the Saints in light. 
I might here have ſhewed unto you, 

what preat hurt the children of the 
Church doe reccive, through the f(infull 
contention of the elder fort, For by this 

meanes they at length doe become juſt 

of their parents ſpirits, even froward 

and rebellious: the milke which they 

have ſucked from their mothers breſt, 

hath not ſo nouriſhed their natuall life, 

as they are in ſpirituall wickednefla now 
ſtrengthned,by the filthie malice, wrath, 
revenge, which they haye ſcholler like ga- 

rhered & learned from their old maſters. 

We have ſcene to our ſhame and ſorrow, ' 
as the Prophet faith, that children have x.z.;.? 
behaved themſelves proudly again#t the an- 2 Chrons 
cient, mocked the meſſengers of God,& deſpi- 36-15, 
ſed his Words, & abuſed his Prophets. But 
What cauſed the ſo to do? I tel you,even 

the bad cxample of others. Oh therefore 

let us be carefull not to take unneceſſary 
controverſies into the Church, neither 

ſhew our ſelves raſh, paſſionate, haſty,8&c. 

one to another, leſt the younger doc 

learis 


 Plal.r.3. 


$ Mat.g.9. 
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learne our manners, and practiſe the like 
In their generation. But when we come 
rogether in one place, lct them bee well 
inſtructed in the grounds of Chriſtian 
religion, and then no doubt from plants 
they will grow to be trees in the houſe of 
the Lord, and bring forth their fruit in 
their time and ſeaſon. 

Some thing I thought to have ſaid 
concerning Peace-makers, the docrs of 
this duty are honourable and excellent 
perſons, for they are the children of God. 
Men count it a preat matrer, (as indeed 
Itis no leſſe)to be the ſonne of a world- 
ly Prince : butit is of farce more glory 
credit, profit, &c. to bee his ſonne or 
daughter who is the King of Kings. Now 
I doe wiſh with all my heart that every 


one would hence be the more forward. 


to take away diſcord among brethren, 
and (ct and ſettle affection and good 
will among them. A hurt in the bodice, 
if good mcanes be applyed timely unto 
It, it js ſoone cured . So ſtrife betweene 
men is uſually well ended, and very ea- 
fly, when ſober, wiſe,& moderate peo - 


ple doe ſeaſenably uſe their beſt endea- 


VOUL 
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your to accompliſh the ſame. The reafont 
why ſo many contentions remained long 
in Corinth, was, they wantcd wile men, 
that is, peace makers. And indeed how 
can it be,but every light and ſmall dif- 
ference either in Church or family, will 
in it long continue, if there -be not one 
in all the ſociety which bath ſo much 
diſcretion as to put an end unto it, Mo- __ WU _ 
ſes could not ſee his brethren at ſtrife, $9 +7 | 8 
bur hee leeketh to part them preſently. 4 
I know there are ſome like ftlthie flyes, 
who ſo ſooneas they ſee a ſoare open, 
doe ſticke faſt in it, and Keepe the ſlams 
from healing : bur all the Lords peo- 
ple muſt doc otherwiſe, ſtrengthen the 
weake, heale the ſicke, binde up that Which 
Was broken : when any fall by occaſion 
to diſcord and contention, to labour 
then to winthem againe in the ſpirit of 
meeknelle , and ro make them good 
friends as before. The mo re a childre- 
ſcmbleth his father,is juſt bke unto hin, 
in ſpeech, behaviour, geſtures, and aCti- 
ons, the greatcr is the fathers afte@ions 
rowards it, One glorious title attributed = w 
to Chriſt, is, prcirns,a Mediator, How- t, Tim.2.5 D 
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ſoeyerwe cannotfollow him in the peace 


Col.1.20- Which he hath made for u: through the blood 


©Concluion 


of bis croſſe : nevertheleſſe if we ſtrive ro 
be mediators betweene men and men,and 
{0 ſet love and peace among them, wee 
ſhall in this put on the image and like- 
neſle of ous blelled Redeemer, and ſo 
obtaine the greater fayour at his hands, 
And now to come ina word unto a co- 


cluſion : ler me before you depart, put 
you in minde of our Saviours ſpeech, If 


þ | Lob.13. 17 J6 AW theſe things, bleſſed are ye if ye doe 


them, In very truth, (and bearc it with 
you) the knowledge of them, without 
the practice, will not make you any way 
happy, but much the more miſerable. 
For the better a ſervant knowerh what 


- he ought to doe, the oreater Is his fault 


if hedocitnot ; fo the more men are 
ſhewed of their duty towards God, the 
heavier certainly will be their plagues, if 
the ſawe by them be not wel performed, 
I have ſhewed you this day, The right way 
to peace, and given you good counſel for it: 
if theſe things worke no reformation 
among you, but hee that hath beene a 
contcntious and troublefome perſon, 
| - doe 


Or, Good (onnſell for it. 

doecontinue ſo ſtill, as ſure as the Lord 
liveth, kis ſinnes then which at the laſt 
day ſhall be charged upon him, will bee 
the more grievous and intolcrable : bur 
my heart perſwadeth it ſelfe better things 
of you, & that you will henceforth love 
as brethren, & offend not either in word 
or deed any one. And that you may. this 
do,the good God for his Sons ſake,poe 
forth with you, to bleſſe,helpe,and keep 
you in all your waycs, and to give you 
oracc to walke unreproveably,and with- 
out offence alwaies before God & men, 
that ſo his ſacred name may bee honou- 
red, the glorious Goſpel] of our Lord 
Ieſus Chriſt adorned,all enemies mouths 
for ever ſtopped, and your owne ſoules 
etcrnally glorified at the laſt in the hea- 
vens. Amen, Amen. 


Epheſ.3.20,21. 


N ow unto him that is able to doe excee- 


ding abundantly, above all that we aske or 
thinks, according to the power that Worketh 
nus, unto him beolory in the Church by 
Chriſt, throughout all ages world Without 
end, Awzn, 
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